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“God Texted Me” 
 
 We all go through things in our lives that make us wonder if God really sees what we are 
going through. This has been a difficult season for me as a pastor as we have been dealing with the 
discussions regarding disaffiliation, my wife had major surgery, my son continues to need a good day 
program for special needs people and the AC in my car decided it was a good time to die. When we 
go through so many things like these, our natural reaction is to throw our hands up in the air; not to 
praise God but to say…. “Really God? This is too much.“ It is easy to be overwhelmed by the 
everyday challenges of life and the struggles we face so I thought I would share with you my own 
experience in this regard. 
 While my wife, Alynette, was recovering from surgery, we decided we needed to drop off our 
van to get the AC repaired so that we would have both cars available when she went back to work. 
We dropped off the car and then went to the closest McDonald’s to have breakfast. As we pulled into 
the parking lot, a brightly colored vehicle pulled up behind us with the phrase “Just People” written on 
its side and back with a phone number. Alynette pointed it out to me and I remembered that this 
vehicle was from one of the day programs we have been researching for Miguel. The man who was 
driving the vehicle was named Patrick. We had breakfast with Patrick as he told us about the 
program and gave us information about it so we could go check it out. When Patrick left, Alynette and 
I were both hopeful this could be the lead we were waiting for to find the right program for Miguel, so 
we decided that, after breakfast, we would drive there to check it out. 
 Once Patrick was gone, I turned to Alynette and said “Now I understand why our van AC had 
to go out. God wanted us to meet Patrick and get this lead on a program for Miguel. I just wish he 
would have just texted me and told me about it instead of letting our van AC go out for an expensive 
repair.” So often, we want to hear from God directly and feel like God doesn’t communicate directly 
with us. Within a couple of minutes, God showed me that He not only heard what I just said, but that 
texting was not beyond His capabilities. I received the following text: “You got to be confident in 
yourself. You can trust God: your supporter!! Love Mom” You see, my mom had been praying at that 
exact time and God put in her heart these words for me.  
 It took a moment for us to get over the shock… God had just texted me. He used my mom to 
let me know I just needed to continue to trust Him and believe in Him and in what He was doing in 
my life. It was an important reminder I would need later that day. We checked out the day program 
and it ended not being a good fit for our son, not because it wasn’t a good program, but because our 
son’s disability is too severe for him to be able to take full advantage of what they have to offer. 
Despite the disappointment, I remain hopeful. Hopeful because I know God is still for me and for my 
son and because, when I needed it, God texted me to let me know I can trust Him with all my needs 
and the needs of my family. 
 I learned a lot on that day. I learned God has no limitations in how He can communicate with 
us to bring us hope and to inspire our faith. I also learned that no matter how many setbacks we 
experience, if God is with us, we can continue to have hope that God will answer our prayers in His 
own way and in His own time. It might seem like a small thing, but the fact that God texted me 
reminded me of how special I am to Him and how much He really loves us and cares for us all.  The 
ruler of the universe took time to reassure me of His support and to invite me to trust Him with all that 
I need. How neat is that!!! I pray God texts you too! That He finds a way to let you know that He is 
your supporter and that He can be trusted because He sees all that you are going through.  



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
 

 It is easy to be thankful when everything is going well. But what happens when situations 

become difficult? We tend to fuss, complain, fight. And most of the time, this attitude doesn’t help us 

at all.  Psalms 34:19 says “The righteous person may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him 

from them all.”  

So what might be the difference? How can I go about dealing with those trials? What do I need to do 

so that I may be delivered from all of these?   The Bible always has answers for every question. The 

Apostle Paul provides three key elements that will help us during these trials.  

1. Rejoice always. We should always live our lives believing in the God we serve.  

2. Pray continually. Prayer moves the hand of God in favor of the righteous. 

3. Give thanks in all circumstances. Even when circumstances are difficult, always be thankful because 

God always allows for things to happen for reasons that we may never understand. Just rejoice and be 

thankful for who He is.  

 As we are in the process of 

waiting to see what our direction as a 

church will be, let us continue to 

rejoice, pray and be thankful.  

 

 

1 Tesalonicenses 5:16-18 

16 Estén siempre alegres, 17 oren sin 

cesar, 18 den gracias a Dios en toda 

situación, porque esta es su voluntad 

para ustedes en Cristo Jesús. 

 

Es bien facil de ser agradecido cuando todo marcha bien. Pero que sucede cuando situaciones se 

tornan difíciles? Tendemos a molestarnos, a pelear o quejarnos. Y la mayoria de las veces esta actitud 

nunca ayuda.  El libro de los Salmos capitulo 34 vs 19 dice que “Muchas son las angustias del justo, 

pero el Señor lo librara de todas ellas”.  Asi que cual es la diferencia? Como puedo lidear con estas 

pruebas? Que debo de hacer para que Dios me libre de todas mis angustias?  

La Biblia siempre tiene respuestas a nuestras preguntas. El apóstol Pablo provee tres elementos claves 

que nos puede ayudar durante esos tiempos de pruebas. 

1. Alegrense. Vivamos nuestras vidas creyéndole al Dios al cual servimos.. 

2. Oren sin cesar. La oración mueve la mano de Dios a favor del justo. 

3. Den gracias a Dios en cualquier situación. Cuando la situacion sea difícil, siempre sea agradecido a 

Dios, porque Dios siempre permite que las cosas sucedan por razones que quizás nunca 

entenderemos. Pero gozate por quien es El. 

Asi como estamos en un proceso de espera para ver cual seria la dirección de la iglesia va a tomar. 

Cuntinuemos gozando, orando y dando gracias. 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.  We thank 
our members for their faithful commitments to the Lord, and above all we thank our God, Jehovah 

Jireh, our Provider.   If you need to send in a tithe or offering check, please 
send it to the church at 1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 or 

you may use Paypal.  

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

 

 

11/6  Time Change—Fall Back 

11/13  Straw Vote on Disaffiliation   10:15am  Sanctuary  

  Blessing of the Animals   3-5pm  Skyland Park 
 

11/19  Christmas Boxes Packing Party   10am   Room 204 

11/22-25 Thanksgiving Break    Church closed 

11/26  Pot Pourri Group    6:30pm  Hickory House  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

11/3 
Melody Falter 

Russell & Glenda Wages 

11/7 Carol Oliver 

11/9 Mary Freeman 

11/10 Julieta Munoz 

11/11 Katie Wages 

11/13 Terri Ellis 

11/15 Milly Santamaria 

11/16 Brian Medford 

11/20 Miguel A. Vélez 

11/23 Betty Clark 

11/24 Genessis Daniela Lainez 

11/25 Naomi Medford 

11/26 Sophie Mendoza 



 

November 4,  7:00 pm   Sanctuary        

Supper at 6:15 pm 
 

Join us for a night of powerful testimonies, amazing praise music and 

a time of prayer for wisdom and discernment for our church.  Last 

month, we had an extraordinary night of people receiving words from 

the Lord and we have faith that He will be with us again this night.  

 

All children age 4 through 5th grade are invited to 
participate in the Skyland Children’s Christmas 

play to be performed on  
Sunday, December 11 at 6 pm.   

 

Play rehearsal will begin on Wednesday,  
November 9 from 6:30 to 8 pm.   

Song practice has begun during King’s Kids each 
Wednesday night.  

 For more information, contact  
Candace Posey or Margie Morgan  

 

Christmas Toy Drive 
On December 11, after the Children's Christmas 
Play, Skyland will host a Christmas Dinner and Toy 

Giveaway.  Please contribute toward the Toy 
Giveaway by donating a $10 - $12 toy for a boy or 
girl up to ten years old.  Please bring this unwrapped 
toy and place in the box in the Holy Grounds area by 

December 4. 

THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY, DINNER & TOY GIVEAWAY ARE BACK!! 

FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE 

The Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are due back Nov 16 

 They will be in the Holy Grounds Hallway in a few weeks with labels for a boy or girl and their age level.  

You may take a box and fill it with gifts for that child or donate money and we will be happy to buy the 

gifts for you.  There are lists inside the boxes for suitable gift ideas.  

Return the boxes to the office by Nov 16th.     

If you prefer to make a donation,  

make your check payable to Skyland UMC and  

put OCC on your check memo line.   

Boxes are due back by 11/16.   

We will hold a packing party on Saturday,  

November 19th at 10:00am in Room 204.  



STRAW VOTE ON DISAFFILIATION 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, November 13  

3-5 pm       

Skyland Park 

near the dog run area 

Bring your dog (or other 
pet) for a treat and a special 
blessing from our Pastors! 

Greening Service       Sunday, November 27  6:00pm 

 

Join us in the Sanctuary for this 

joyous time of singing carols and 

decorating the church for the 

coming Christmas season 

 

 

On Sunday, November 13th, during the Sunday School 

hour, we will have a church wide meeting in the 

sanctuary to review and recap what we have discussed 

and shared regarding 

disaffiliation from the UMC, 

our process and our timeline.  
 

We will be taking an important straw vote on this day to see 

whether we need to continue this process with our District 

Superintendent to take an official vote in the spring.  
 

 

 

It is very important for all members to be present for this meeting  

as we will be making decisions regarding the future of our church and ministry.  

After the vote both Pastor Jose and I will share where we stand regarding this decision for 

ourselves as pastors as it relates to the ministry at Skyland.   



Mildred Bryson’s friend, Michael 

Todd McDonald, friend of the Sanders family 

Mary Foster  Mike Mitchell      Heather Mugg 

Soledad Villanueva, Lucy Mendoza’s mother 

Dan & Katrina Toohey 

Jesse Turner        Sarah Bryson  Julieta Munoz 

Pastor Miguel and family          Pastor Jose and family 

 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

PRAYER RESPONSE UPDATE 

 

We are delighted to welcome our newest Skyland 

Members.  Please reach out and make them feel 

truly a part of our family.  
 

Colin Eames & Liza Bachier 

Patrick & Marjorie Henry  

Joel and Carol Oliver 

Recently, Skyland circulated information to our members about an urgent need in the family of Lucy 
Mendoza. Her mom in Mexico, Soledad Villanueva Días, who is diabetic, had suffered a foot injury and was 

dealing with healing challenges. She was in urgent need of vascular surgery to assist with healing of the foot 
and hopefully avoid amputation. Lucy’s family in Mexico is providing around the clock hands-on care, but the 

funds needed for the surgery were out of reach. Skyland’s community stepped up in an extraordinary way 
and donated over $9,500, more than half the funds needed, in a matter of days. People gave online, sent in 
donations, and even made special stops at the church office to drop off timely donations. Lucy’s mom was 
able to receive the needed surgery on Thursday, October 20 and it was mostly successful. The best news is 

that Soledad was able to pray on the phone with Pastor Jose before the surgery and she received Jesus! 
Hallelujah! Her physical recovery has been challenging, but she continues to improve little by little. The 
family is so grateful for the collaboration and spiritual support from Skyland. They covet your continued 

prayers for Soledad, her family, doctors, and caregivers. 
 Recientemente, Skyland distribuyó información a nuestros miembros sobre una necesidad urgente en la 
familia de Lucy Mendoza. Su madre en México, Soledad Villanueva Días, quien es diabética, había sufrido una 
lesión en el pie y estaba lidiando con desafíos de curación. Necesitaba urgentemente una cirugía vascular 
para ayudar con la curación del pie y, con suerte, evitar la amputación. La familia de Lucy en México brinda 
atención práctica las 24 horas, pero los fondos necesarios para la cirugía estaban fuera de su alcance. La 
comunidad de Skyland dio un paso al frente de manera extraordinaria y donó más de la mitad de los fondos 
necesarios en cuestión de días. Las personas dieron en línea, enviaron donaciones e incluso hicieron paradas 
especiales en la oficina de la iglesia para dejar las donaciones a tiempo. La mamá de Lucy pudo recibir la 
cirugía necesaria el jueves 20 de octubre y fue mayormente exitosa. ¡La mejor noticia es que Soledad pudo 
orar por teléfono con el pastor José antes de la cirugía y recibió a Jesús! ¡Aleluya! Su recuperación física ha 
sido un reto, pero sigue mejorando poco a poco. La familia está muy agradecida por la colaboración y el 
apoyo espiritual de Skyland. Codician sus continuas oraciones por Soledad, su familia, médicos y cuidadores. 


