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Decisions, Decisions 
 

 If you haven’t read through I and II Kings, you should do it at some point. It is not the most pleasant 
reading of Scripture, but it is one that reminds us that our decisions and actions have consequences that 
sometimes affect multiple generations. King after king is mentioned in succession and their deeds 
summarized and recounted. Think of these two books as a historical record of the good, the bad and the ugly 
when it comes to kings in Israel. A king is often introduced based on his lineage, his mother and father and 
then there is one key line that tells us how his reign went. The kings either did what was good before God or 
did evil in God’s sight as his ancestors had done. I don’t have to tell you that the number of kings who did evil 
before God’s sight far outnumber the kings who honored God and did what was right before Him. For this 
reason, the people of Israel and Judah suffered greatly at the hands of their enemies, experienced foreign 
gods being introduced into their culture, stopped following the law and departed from the worship of God as 
the one true God.  

 There were a few notable exceptions to this tragic story, one of them being King Josiah. King Josiah 
took the riches of Jerusalem and gave them to the craftsmen of the temple so they could fix up God’s house. 
As they worked on renovating the temple, they discovered the Book of the Law which was turned over to the 
king. As the king read the Book of the Law, he realized how far they had strayed from the will of God and from 
what God had commanded them. Shocked and horrified by the sins of his own people and his forefathers,  
King Josiah tore his clothes and wept before the Lord. He sent word to the priest to go inquire before the Lord 
about what he had read because, according to the Book, the wrath of God was already kindled against the 
people.  In fact, King Josiah could not prevent the punishment and curse that was coming to the people, but 
he spent the rest of his life trying to clean up the nation of all the false gods, bad practices and pagan rituals 
that had been introduced. Because he was repentant, wept before the Lord and was humble, the Lord told 
him he would not see the disaster God was bringing on the people. The next king went right back to doing 
what was evil in God’s sight and the punishment God had promised came in due time.  

 I share this with you because I often wondered what would have happened if King Josiah and the few 
others who did what was right before God had ruled in succession. I wonder if the nation of Israel would not 
have been spared the pain, destruction and disasters they had to endure. If, like Josiah, we learn to humble 
ourselves before God, read His Book and follow His commandments could we not change the outcome for 
generations to come? When we pray for our country and its leaders to be led by God and to honor God in 
their decisions, we are not just praying based on a political ideology or party. Instead, we are asking God to 
help us as a nation to become one nation under Him as we were intended to be from the the beginning. We 
are inviting God to remind us of what His will is so we can follow it.  We are pleading with Him to give us the 
strength and the courage to stand up for His kingdom principles in the midst of a culture that wants to leave 
God in the rear view mirror. I hope we are praying for this election cycle; asking God to put people who honor 
Him and fear Him in places of authority for the good of the nation and generations to come. I also hope we 
are praying asking God’s will to be done in our church as we make decisions that will affect our ministry for 
generations to come. May we honor God and humble ourselves before Him so that, someday in the future, 
someone will write about us what was written about King Josiah … “He did what was right in the sight of the 
Lord and walked in all the ways of his father David, he did not turn aside to the right or to the left.”  
II Kings 22:2 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

In the month of August, we have been educating the church about giving and focusing on giving as an 

act of our service and worship to the Lord. Let me confess that when I first became a follower of Christ, I 

had a misunderstanding regarding this topic. My thought was like many others: “ I work hard for my 

money, so why do I have to give money to the church?” I began to question ‘why does the church want 

to take what’s mine’?   But God always knows my heart. What God desired was not to yell at me in my 

ignorance; no one had ever educated me as to why do 

we give to the church.  Then God showed me the story 

of Peter in Luke 5. In this chapter, we learn of the story 

that Simon (Peter) was out fishing all night. He was a 

fisherman and he needed to catch fish to be able to 

sustain his family. After fishing all night and catching 

nothing, Jesus asked Simon to throw the nets back in 

the water one more time and Simon obeyed. The Bible 

tells us that his nets had so many fish, that another 

boat had to help him to bring them all in.     What 

spoke to me the most in this story was that after that big catch, Jesus looked at Simon and said “follow 

me.”  When I read that Simon decided to follow Jesus, I realized that he didn’t take his fish.  So I asked 

myself, “Why, after fishing all night, and suddenly hitting the jackpot, why did he just leave the fish?”   

The answer is simple. Simon (Peter) left those earnings to follow Jesus, because he understood that it’s 

more beneficial to obey God then to try to keep earthly wealth. The moral of this story in my case is that 

I realized all I have was provided by God who owns my whole life. Therefore nothing that I have is mine, 

but is a gift from my Father who reigns in my heart. That’s how I learned to be a giver; not by obligation, 

but by privilege.  

——————————————————- 

En el mes de Agosto, hemos estado educando a la iglesia acerca del tema de dar con el enfoque de dar como 

parte de nuestro servicio y adoración al Señor. Quiero contarles que cuando yo comencé en los caminos del 

Señor, yo tenia un mal entendimiento acerca de este tema. Mi pensar era como el de muchos. “Yo trabajo para 

mi dinero así que, ¿por que tengo que dárselo a la iglesia?” Comenzaba yo a cuestionar el porque yo me sentía 

como que la iglesia me quería quitar lo mío? 

Dios siempre conoce mi corazón. Y lo mas que Dios deseaba no era de darme un regaño, porque nadie me 

enseño el porque debo dar a la iglesia…….Hasta que Dios me llevo a Su Palabra al libro de Lucas capitulo 5 

donde vemos a Simón conocido como Pedro quien era pescador de profesión. Pedro dependía de la pesca para 

sobrevivir. Vemos que una noche Pedro estaba pescando y no atrapo absolutamente nada y vino Jesús y le dijo 

que volviera a tirar las redes al agua y Pedro así hizo. La Biblia cuenta que Pedro atrapo tanto pescado que 

otros barcos tuvieron que ayudarle. 

Lo mas que hablo a mi vida fue que al instante Jesus le dijo a Pedro “sígueme.” Y cuando leo donde Pedro le 

siguió, vi que no se llevo la pesca.  

Me hacia la pregunta: “Que paso aquí? Porque Pedro no se llevo la pesca?” o “Porque lo dejo todo después de 

una noche de trabajo?”  

La respuesta es muy simple. Pedro dejo toda esa ganancia para seguir a Jesus, porque entendio que es de 

mayor beneficio obedecer a Dios que retener riquezas terrenales.  



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members. July’s income 
was up from June’s and we held a close check on expenses.   We thank our members for their faithful 
commitments to the Lord, and above all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.   If you need 
to send in a tithe or offering check, please send it to the church at 1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, 

GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

 

 

9/17  Yard Sale     8am-1pm  Main parking lot 

9/18  Admin Council Meeting   12:15pm  Dining Room 

9/24  Pot Pourri Group    6:30pm  Hickory House  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

9/3 
Max Stanley 

Ottley & Betty Clark 

9/4 Dan & Katrina Toohey 

9/6 Bill & Cathy Wages 

9/9 
Von Rodriguez 

Revel & Mary Freeman 

9/13 Sharon Lainez 

9/14 Amy Medford 

9/16 Jennifer Turner 

9/17 

Josh Kenyon 

Aradna Areliano 

Frank & Sheila Cook 

9/18 Sofia Matias 

9/22 Bob Norman 

9/25 Jose Lainez 

9/26 
Meade Morgan 

Noe Santamaria, Jr.  

9/28 
Sheila Sheffler de la Cruz 

Jefferson Morton 

9/30 

Juan Tiul de la Cruz 

Jackson Sanders 

Liberty Sanders  

Mike Bryan 

Ben & Kristi Hill 



Free ESL classes will resume on Wednesday, Sept 7th 
 

6:30pm til 8:00pm   Multiple rooms 

Nursery for infants and  

toddlers to age 4 

Children pre-K through 5th grade 

will go to Kings Kids 

 

For more information, contact 

Sheila Sheffler de la Cruz 

404-354-4299 

 

 

BLESSINGS YARD SALE!  On Saturday, September 17 

 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., the Evangelism Committee will be 

holding a yard sale. Please donate your gently 

used housewares, tools, furniture (nothing broken), and 

clothing for babies, kids and teens. No adult clothing or 

shoes please! You can bring in your donations now and 

place them on the shelves in front of the storage tunnel 

behind the dining room.    

Contact Margie Morgan (404-375-1221) for more information. 

Skyland is co-sponsoring the Faith in Blue Fall 

Fest with the Brookhaven Police Department on Saturday, 

October 8 from 10 am to 2 pm in the Skyland Parking lot.  Many 

volunteers will be needed.  Contact Margie Morgan  

(404-375-1221)  to volunteer for this event.  
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 



The Evangelism Committee is sponsoring a project to create videos of 
personal stories or testimonies to be shared on our Facebook page.  We 
hope many of you are willing to share a story of a special time when 'God 
Moved' in your heart or in your circumstances.  We want to put a video 
up weekly on the Skyland Facebook page to encourage and inspire others 
to share the good news about what it means to be a son or daughter of 
our Loving God.  If you have ever watched or listened to someone's personal testimony about God's provision 
or protection in their lives and been moved by it, you will understand our purpose in the project.  This is not 
restricted to Skyland members (we hope all of you have a story to share).  If you have a friend or loved one 
whom you think has a message that will uplift or encourage others, please share this with them and ask them 
to submit a video.   
 Please follow these guidelines for the best outcome for your video: 
  1.  If you are using your phone, please film it horizontally 
  2.  About 2-3 minutes is the best length 
  3.  Please make the video in a quiet room (no TV/radio/kids/dogs in the background) 
  4.  Please send the completed video to our dropbox link:  

https://www.dropbox.com/request/cat3xAklEiiDgqvKT5gX 
If you want to participate, but need help with filming or uploading to the dropbox,  

call Eleanor at 404-316-6637 we will work with you on that.    
Thank you all so much.  We are very excited to see what God will do with this project. 

‘WHEN GOD MOVED’  VIDEO PROJECT  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Backpack Buddies is packing again!!!   

We will be packing bags for 50 students at John Lewis Elementary School.  We will pack 

100 bags on alternate Thursdays from 10am-12pm in the Skyland Dining Room beginning  

September 1st.  We are delighted to be able to pack again and to further expand our 

relationship with JLES.   It’s fun and easy; no experience necessary.  Below is a link to our 

SignUp Genius (or see the Skyland webpage which will simplify the volunteer process. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4DA8AF2EA5FE3-backpack 

 



George Molina  Ottley Clark 

Matt Hurd's friend, Ginny Foot 

Mildred Bryson's friend, Michael 

Sanders family friend, Todd McDonald 

Sherry Bell  Romelle Hut          Mary Foster 

Sandy Sheehan Diane Wall      Betty Vaughn    

Louise Story's cousin, Sherri 

Sheila de la Cruz' co-worker's son, Brody 

Tiffany Morton's nephew, Camden 

Penny Rose 

Pastor Miguel and family 

Pastor Jose and family, including his mother-in-law 

Maritza Caceres 

Megan Jackson and family  

 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Skyland is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive  
Thursday, October 20 from 10am to 3pm 

 

Please let your family & friends know they can sign up 
now for our next blood drive.   The Red Cross is 

experiencing the worst blood shortage in over a decade.  
The dangerously low blood supply levels have forced 
some hospitals to defer patients from major surgery, 

including organ transplants.  Your donation is desperately 
needed.   Please sign up today and please share this with your 
friends and family to help us reach as many donors as possible!   

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?
zipSponsor=skylandumc  

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 

We will hold a special administrative Council Meeting on Sunday, 

Sept 18th at 12:15pm to continue to address questions and 

concerns about the disaffiliation process.  All members are 

welcome and strongly encouraged to attend.    

Lunch and extended childcare will be provided.  

Pastor Miguel will be sending out more information about this 

meting in the coming days. We welcome input and questions from all members. 


