
Skywriter 
From the desk of Rev. Dr. Miguel Vélez 

1850 Skyland Terrace 
Brookhaven, GA  30319 

404-634-6209 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.skylandumc.org August 2022 

Some of you have heard me mention divine appointments in the past. I use the term divine 

appointments to signify those encounters with people orchestrated by God. Divine implies that God had 

a hand in it and it wasn’t just my idea or my plan in the first place. Appointment means that it was a 

set meeting, not a random occurrence or something that happened by chance.  

Many of us know what it means to work by appointments. That is to set an agenda for the week: when 

we will be at the office, who we will meet, who we might need to call or contact regarding a project or 

assignment we are working on, so forth and so on. We set the “when”, the “where”, the “why”, the 

“with whom” and the “how” of our schedule each time we do this. Then the week begins and real life 

gets in the way of our schedule; things change because someone didn’t show up, an unexpected 

emergency forces us to shuffle things around or simply something more pressing comes around that we 

must attend to. When this happens, we have two choices. We can gripe and complain about how our 

plans have gone up in smoke or we can learn to pivot, adapt and thrive in the midst of change. What 

we decide to do will change the outlook of our week and the way we function in the midst of what 

seems like organized chaos. Ultimately, our week often doesn’t look that much like our schedule and 

the question we must ask ourselves is…. did I get done what needed to be done? Not what I wanted to 

do, not what I thought that I would do, not what ideally I should do, but what needed to be done. Our 

answer to that question will influence the coming weeks schedule and plans. It will help us evaluate our 

week and how our appointments played into us getting things done.  

I believe that, in a similar way, we have a plan, an agenda, even a schedule for how we expect our lives 

to go. There are things we want to do, places we want to go to, people we want to meet, goals we 

want to achieve and things we want to get. There are several questions I want us to consider today. 

How much of our schedule, our plan and agenda fit into God’s divine appointments for our lives? If God 

calls on us to meet someone, to give something, to change something, to do something new, to 

surrender a dream or goal or ambition… will we pivot with grace and acceptance or will we gripe and 

get bitter because we didn’t get what we want? Will we accept the appointments God has given us, the 

divine appointment to touch someone’s life at the precise moment they need it? Will we go willingly 

and joyfully knowing that there is blessing in following God’s will and plan? Will we answer the call or 

give into the temptation of sending God straight to voice mail?  

In my experience, God’s plans are always better than ours; however, it isn’t always clear at the 

moment how His plans will play out. This is where our faith comes in. A divine appointment requires us 

to believe that the One who is appointing us to a task has a plan and a purpose with all that He does 

and that all things will work together for good for those who love the Lord. So let me encourage you to 

answer the call, to shuffle your schedule, to alter your plans, to adapt and to evolve in the way you 

follow the divine appointments God sends your way so that you can experience the joy of being at the 

right time, in the right place, with the right person for the right reason when you realize you are in the 

midst of a divine appointment and walking in the will of God. Don’t try to fit God into your schedule, 

instead seek to get with God’s schedule and plan. You will be glad you did. 
 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,  

that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect." 

            Romans 12:2 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

 In the past few weeks, we, as a church, have been wondering about our future in connection with 

the possibility of disaffiliating with the United Methodist Church. Many concerns have arisen, especially 

for those of you who have been a part of Skyland for many years. The process is long and the uncertainty 

may seem overwhelming.  

 I have been praying very intentionally for the future of our church.  I, too, have felt these same 

concerns in my heart, because I have spent the last six years teaching and loving in our church.  This 

church loves Jesus and that is evident to all who come here.  As I remember this, I also remember WHO 

Skyland belongs to.  

 We belong to the Lord and the Lord is in full control of Skyland. He will pour fresh, living water to 

bless our loving church. He will guide us in the direction He would have us to follow, so we may continue 

to glorify Him. I encourage us all that as we continue to meet, let us be reminded that we represent 

Christ, and this is all about Him and not us.  Let us be still and know Who is in control and let His peace 

fill our hearts. 

 I love you all, and I pray that we all be at peace while we discern the direction where God wants 

us to go.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Como ustedes tendrán por entendido que nuestra iglesia esta pasando por un proceso de discernimiento 

pidiendo la dirección del Espíritu Santo para determinar cuál sería la dirección que nuestra iglesia va a tomar.  

Cuando hablamos de considerar “desafiarnos” es un proceso que es nuevo para todos. No sabemos los 

beneficios ni las consecuencias y puede producir o causar mucha tención para la iglesia del Señor.   

Les confieso que cuando pienso en como esto nos puede afectar, experimento ciertas ansiedades y le pregunto 

a Dios “¿cuál es la dirección que nos vas a llevar?” Claro que Dios no tiene por qué explicarme nada porque el 

es Dios. Pero si me acuerda de una palabra que Pablo escribe a la iglesia en Corintos donde dice “¿No sabéis 

que sois templo de Dios y que el Espíritu de Dios mora en vosotros?”  

Pablo exhorta a que, durante un proceso difícil, que veamos el panorama mayor. Dios esta en control y es 

dueño absoluto de nosotros. De nuestras vidas, nuestros hogares, y nuestra iglesia. Así que cuando estemos 

orando por el futuro de la iglesia, preguntemos lo siguiente:  Como puedo animar a mis hermanos  

Como puedo ser de bendición para aquellos quienes no están procesando esto muy bien 

Como puedo ver a mis hermanos con la mirada de Dios.  Recuerden que a iglesia es el espacio sagrado de Dios. 

Dios nos plantó ahí y es Dios quien nos va a dirigir. 

Mantengamos nuestro enfoque y proclamemos la victoria que es nuestra. 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members. June’s 
income was up from May’s and we held a close check on expenses.  We held a finance meeting on  

July 14 to discuss the best way forward with God’s direction.   We thank our members for their 
faithful commitments to the Lord, and above all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.   If 
you need to send in a tithe or offering check, please send it to the church at 

1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

 

 

8/5  Friday Night Fire    7:00pm  Sanctuary 

8/7  Promotion Sunday    10:15am  Sanctuary 

8/7  Admin Meeting with D.S.   12:15pm  Dining Room 

8/10  Wednesday Night Activities   varied  

8/27  Journey Class/Young Adult Pool Party   4-7 pm   Pete & Kristen Wages 

8/27  Pot Pourri Group    6:30pm  Hickory House  

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

8/2 
Frank Cook 

Raymon & Leah Sanders 

8/3 Austin Flanagan 

8/6 Harrison Morton 

8/7 Durreyl Copeland 

8/8 
José Rodriguez 

Angie Rodriguez 

8/11 Cathy Wages 

8/16 Raymon Sanders 

8/21 Wren Morgan 

8/22 Mildred Bryson 

8/24 Nanci Dayana Lainez 

8/26 Andy Hammer 

8/27 Miguel Vélez Miranda 

8/29 Ramon & Sofia Matias 

8/30 Tom Foster  



 

We would love to resume holding our ESL classes in the fall.  We know 

that helping those who need to learn English significantly improves the 

quality of their lives. We understand that for many people around the 

world mastering English can mean the difference between living a life 

of struggle and living a life of joy and freedom.   

To do this we need some additional volunteers. We use an 

established curriculum that is easy to follow.  

No prior teaching experience or foreign language is necessary. 
 

Classes would be held each Wednesday night at Skyland from 6:30 til 8:00pm.   

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE  

 

BLESSINGS YARD SALE!  On Saturday, September 17 

 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., the Evangelism Committee will be 

holding a yard sale. Please donate your gently 

used housewares, tools, furniture (nothing broken), and 

clothing for babies, kids and teens. No adult clothing or 

shoes please! You can bring in your donations now and 

place them on the shelves in front of the storage tunnel 

behind the dining room.    

Contact Margie Morgan (404-375-1221) for more information. 

Journey Sunday School Class/Young Adult Pool Party 

 Pete and Kristen Wages' house  

Saturday, August 27  

from 4-7 pm 

Kids are welcome!   

Bring your own towels!  

Contact Margie Morgan at  

404-375-1221 to sign up for food 

SAVE THE DATES 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE IS BACK!!! 
August 5th    7:00 pm   Sanctuary       Supper at 6:15 pm 

 
 

Join us for a night of  

powerful testimonies,  

amazing praise music and  

a time of prayer for wisdom  

and discernment  

for our church. 

Faith is praising God in the 
storm. Trusting Him in the 

valley, Following Him in 
the darkness.  God will be 
faithful to you when you 
trust Him no matter what 

circumstance you find 
yourself in today. 



IGNITE YOUTH CAMP  
 

Our Youth have just returned from an amazing week at camp and sent us  

these photos to share with you 



 

Beginning August 10th, all Wednesday Night activities will resume:  Kings’ Kids, Youth, Adult Bible 

Study and Nursery.  ESL classes will resume as soon as we can recruit enough volunteer teachers.   

In light of difficulties in finding a chef, we are going to try a new model for Wednesday Night 

Supper for a season.  Skyland will provide tea, lemonade,  water, napkins and plastic utensils.  We 

will also offer dessert provided by volunteers (using Signup Genius).  Those who wish to gather 

for a mealtime and fellowship from 6:00-6:30pm in advance of the evening activities are invited 

to bring their own meal and join us in the dining room.  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES RESUME AUGUST 10TH 

We so 
appreciated 
your prayers 
this week!! 



George Molina  Ottley Clark 

Mary Foster     Mildred Bryson's friend, Michael 

Ramon Matias  Sherry Bell 

Pastor Jose's friend, Pete Mullins 

Romelle Hut  Julieta Munoz 
 

Sandy Sheehan   Diane Wall  

Tom Foster's sister-in-law's daughter and husband 
 

Louise Story's cousin, Sherri 

Isabel Tiul-Sheffler          Betty Vaughn 

Pastor Miguel and family 

Pastor Jose and family 

Heather Mugg's family  

Maritza Caceres 

Family of Nancy Drew 

 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 

Skyland is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive  
Thursday, August 25 from 10am to 3pm 

 

Please let your family & friends know they can sign up now for our next 
blood drive.   The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in 

over a decade.  The dangerously low blood supply levels have forced 
some hospitals to defer patients from major surgery, including organ 

transplants.  Your donation is desperately 
needed.   Please sign up today and please share this with your friends and 

family to help us reach as many donors as possible!   
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?

zipSponsor=skylandumc  

We will hold a special administrative Council Meeting on Sunday, August 7th at 12:15pm in the dining room.  

Dr. Byron Thomas, our District Superintendent will be with us to 

address questions and concerns about the disaffiliation process.  All 

members are welcome and strongly encouraged to attend.    

Lunch and extended childcare will be provided.  

Please check your email for a message sent out by Pastor Miguel on 

July 26th with many links to information on this subject as well as 

comments from other members.  


