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Dear Skyland Members, 

As we continue our discernment process regarding the option of disaffiliation from the United Methodist 
Church, I would like to inform you that our District Superintendent, the Rev. Dr. Byron Thomas, is scheduled 
to be with us on August 7th after the 11 a.m. service to share information, answer questions and concerns 
and hopefully to help clarify doubts regarding this whole process and matter. Please submit questions by 
email to me in advance so we can make good use of our time with the DS.  In the meantime, below you will 
find some links to information readily available online regarding this process and some of the articles people 
have shared with us for the whole congregation to consider. The first list of links includes some official United 
Methodist sites and sources for you to consider, including a website to track General Conference legislation 
and some of the Council of Bishops statements. I have also included a list of caucus websites and groups so 
that you can read about the diverse groups that form the United Methodist Church as it currently stands. I 
anticipate that we will receive more input from some of you and we will share those in the next email. Please 
remember to write up your thoughts, concerns, questions and to email them to me, along with any resources 
you have found that you would like to share with the rest of the congregation at least a week before our next 
meeting on August 7th. Links, articles, statements or official sources will be shared with your name attached 
to them, so everyone knows who submitted them. As stated in the meeting, there are a lot of opinion pieces 
out there on both sides of the issues.  I know this is a lot of material to review but this is a very important 
decision that will impact Skyland for the foreseeable future and I want you to have all the information at your 
disposal to make an informed decision. Please remember to be in prayer asking God to help us discern his will 
for our ministry and our community. 

Yours in Christ,  

Rev. Dr. Miguel A. Velez  
PS. Please note that August 7th is also promotion Sunday at Skyland during the Sunday School hour so we will 
plan for lunch like we did last time so people can stay for the meeting after the 11 a.m. service. 
 

Links provided by Rev. Dr, Miguel A. Velez and are meant to be a starting point for our research and 
discussions regarding the possibility of disaffiliation from the UMC. 

 
Judicial Council Rulings (you can search and see rulings issued and the opinions):  
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/judicial-council/judicial-council-decision-home  
 

United Methodist Official Information https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-should-united-
methodist-congregations-know-about-disaffiliation 
 

Council of Bishops News https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/news 
 

Judicial Rulings on Traditional Plan Resolutions Approved in 2019 https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-
oks-part-of-traditional-plan-exit-plan 
 

Article on some of the first churches to leave the denomination on both sides of the spectrum in 2021 https://
www.umnews.org/en/news/churches-across-theological-spectrum-exiting 
 

Continued on page 4 
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The Dock 

January 2020 was our last youth camp before the pandemic forced us to shut down. For some of 

our students, this was their first camp experience, and they were looking forward to the next 

camp in summer.   After two years of waiting, we are finally going back to Ignite to have an 

amazing worship experience in the presence of the Holy Spirit. I am excited because I will take a 

totally new group of students who have never been to camp (except one).  I want to thank you 

wonderful parents for allowing your students to live this experience and I encourage you to pray 

that this will change their lives.  

 Next months article, I will share some detailed experiences!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uno de mis autores favoritos en la Biblia es el Apóstol Pablo. Su testimonio es uno de muy impactante 

para mi vida. Ver la forma de como Dios transforma a un hombre quien odiaba a los cristianos, para ser uno de 

los predicadores mas poderosos en el Nuevo Testamento.  

 En estos días, estoy viajando por el libro de Romanos.      

Y en este libro, Pablo habla claramente de la seriedad de Dios 

cuando se trata del tema del pecado. Hay varias citas donde 

habla detalladamente de lo que causa el pecado lo cual dice que 

“la paga del pecado es muerte.” Un estilo de vida en pecado 

conduce a la perdición, es el mensaje detrás de esta declaración. 

¡Pero aquí está la buena noticia! 

 En ese mismo capitulo, declara que en Cristo tenemos 

vida eterna. Dice la Biblia en Lamentaciones capitulo 3 que cada día son nuevas la misericordia de Dios. En 

otras palabras, cada día es una nueva oportunidad. Una oportunidad para continuar la jornada de ser 

transformados al carácter de Cristo Jesús. 

 Les exhorto a que mantengamos nuestro enfoque en ser agradables ante Dios sobre todas las cosas. De 

buscar la presencia del Espíritu Santo en cada paso que demos y de brillar en un mundo lleno de odio y 

oscuridad.  

July 25-29 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members. May’s 
income was still lower than the monthly need.  We held a finance meeting on June 20 and will hold 

another on July 14 to discuss the best way forward with God’s direction.   We thank our members for 
their faithful commitments to the Lord, and above all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.   
If you need to send in a tithe or offering check, please send it to the church at 

1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

 

 

7/11  Trustee Meeting    7:00   Room 204 

7/14  Finance Meeting    7:00   Room 204 

7/25-29 Youth Camp      

7/30  Pot Pourri Group    6:30   Hickory House  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

7/5 

Sheila Cook 

James Crawford 

Arabella Crawford 

7/6 
Will Morgan 

Sybil Turner 

7/8 Skylar Jackson 

7/9 Marisol Serrano 

7/10 
Andrea Bibiano 

Alfonso Lainez 

7/11 Megan Jackson 

7/12 Nauj Bibiano 

7/14 Jernard Jones 

7/15 Tryston Jackson 

7/17 Susan Moody 

7/18 Ashlyn Moody 

7/21 Melissa Wise 

7/23 Julio Lora 

7/24 Jim Pirkle 

7/30 Ian Medford 
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Bishops Affirm Paragraph 2553 as the primary path for dissaffiliation  
https://www.ngumc.org/newsdetail/bishops-affirm-paragraph-2553-16396774 
 

Questions and Answers about the Postponement of General Conference until 2024  
https://www.ngumc.org/newsdetail/q-a-postponed-2020-general-conference-16384710 
 

Article on what happened at the clergy session in the Florida Annual Conference  
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/florida-conference-board-caused-the-harm 
 

New Denominations and Splinters 
Liberation Methodist Connection https://www.thelmx.org/ 
 

Global Methodist Church (includes information about their proposed discipline, polity and positions)  
https://globalmethodist.org/ Proposed book of discipline https://globalmethodist.org/what-we-believe/ 
 

Caucus groups and websites (some are recognized and some are not as official groups within the UMC,  
they are listed in no particular order, these groups advocate for their positions at General Conference,  

some have left the denomination and/or changed their positions over time, this is not an all inclusive list as 
there are many smaller groups and caucuses within methodism) 

 

UM Action https://theird.org/united-methodist-action/ 

Wesley Covenant Association https://wesleyancovenant.org/ 

UM Queer Clergy Caucus https://www.umqcc.org/ 

Reconciling Ministries Network https://rmnetwork.org/ 

The Confessing Movement https://www.confessingumc.org/ 

Transforming Congregations https://transformingcongregations.org/ 

The Renewal Network http://renewnetwork.org/ 

Lifewatch(taskforce of United Methodist on Abortion and Sexuality) https://lifewatch.org/ 

Just Love (Coalition of 14 caucus groups) https://lyncoalition.org/vision-for-umc/ 

Concerned Methodist http://cmpage.org/ 

Love Prevails https://loveprevailsumc.com/ 

UMCNext https://umcnext.com/ 

Stay UMC https://www.stayumc.com/ 

There are 5 officially recognized racial ethnic Caucus groups within the UMC, links to information about them 

and to our general agencies and their websites can be found on this page of the Board of Church and Society of 

the UMC https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/the-united-methodist-church 

Official News Agency of UMC https://www.umnews.org/en 

 

                                        Continued on page 5  
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Below are "News" sites(I use the term News loosely) that have a conservative or liberal leaning and put out 

articles regularly on the United Methodist Church but are not exclusively United Methodist, the links lead 

to an article but you can search their site for other relevant articles easily. These are largely populated by 

editorial type articles which reflect the opinions of the authors, They are listed in no particular order and 

were gathered through simple google searches, there are dozens more out there). 

Juicy Ecumenism https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/06/30/centrist-united-methodists/ 

Religion News https://religionnews.com/2022/05/02/after-years-of-loud-debate-conservatives-quietly-

split-from-united-methodist-church/ 

Christianity Today https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2021/july/umc-leave-church-methodist-split-

lgbt-conference-protocol.html 

Religion Unplugged https://religionunplugged.com/news/2022/3/14/the-latest-united-methodist-

bombshell-will-create-news-throughout-2022-and-beyond 

WPL News https://wpln.org/post/new-methodist-denomination-forms-after-years-of-debate-on-lgbtq-

policies/ 

Good News Magazine https://goodnewsmag.org/ 

Insight https://um-insight.net/in-the-church/umc-future/what-is-comity-really-debunking-the-wca%E2%

80%99s-%E2%80%9Cloophole%E2%80%9D-around-/ 

AP News https://apnews.com/article/lifestyle-religion-marriage-b6a4ec4a28ce2674932573ba6c850f4a 

Methodist Foundation for Social Action https://www.mfsaweb.org/ 

Washington Post https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2022/05/06/after-years-loud-debate-

conservatives-quietly-split-united-methodist-church/ 

CNN https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/17/us/united-methodist-church-split-christianity/index.html 

FOX https://www.foxnews.com/us/georgia-churches-split-united-methodist-church-lgbtq 

NBC https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/united-methodist-church-looks-split-over-lgbtq-issues-

n1110176 

Shared by Jim Pirkle 

Methodism's Division Six Part Video Series, June 24, 2022 

https://goodnewsmag.org/methodism's-great-divides-video-series/  

 

Shared by Brian Medford    

 “Why we are staying in the UMC” video:  

 Rev Adam Hamilton of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Kansas.  

https://youtu.be/z1unw5LwdiQ 

 



 

George Molina         Ottley Clark 

Ramon Matias             Sherry Bell and family 

Pastor Jose's friend, Pastor Pete Mullins 

Romelle Hut                 Sandy Sheehan 

Julieta Munoz             Sybil Turner              

Diane Wall      

Heather Mugg and family 

Mary Freeman's family 

Katrina Toohey 

Mary Foster 

Pastor Jose and family  

Pastor Miguel and family 

 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

A Message from Trustees 

Skyland is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive  
Thursday, August 25 from 10am to 3pm 

 

Please let your family & friends know they can sign up now for our next 
blood drive.   The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in 

over a decade.  The dangerously low blood supply levels have forced 
some hospitals to defer patients from major surgery, including organ 

transplants.  Your donation is desperately 
needed.   Please sign up today and please share this with your friends and 

family to help us reach as many donors as possible!   
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?

zipSponsor=skylandumc  

The Trustees are now accepting applications for scholarship 

funds for those who are pursuing a college undergraduate 

degree.  Applicants must be members of Skyland in good 

standing for at least 1 year. 

If you would like to apply, please email a letter to 

sumchurchoffice@gmail.com stating your name, address, 

service or volunteer work at Skyland and information 

concerning your college and the degree you plan to pursue.   



We were delighted to hold VBS the last week of June.  Many thanks to  

Miss Candace and all her volunteers for a wonderful time of music, crafts, fun and learning 

about God.  They closed out the week with a visit from the Kona Ice Truck!!   

We hope you enjoy some photos from this week. 




