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Psalm 23 
 

 We just completed a study on Psalm 23 in our Wednesday Night Bible Study.  Most of us have 
committed this scripture to memory; we have read it and heard it numerous times throughout our lives and 
are used to hearing it at funerals and memorial services. Studying it more closely was a great experience. 
Psalm 23 is not just a scripture to be read at funerals that celebrate the end of this life and the beginning of 
the next.  It is also an affirmation of faith grounded in our belief that Jesus is indeed the good shepherd who 
not only owns but also takes care of the sheep. Enjoying all that the shepherd has to offer is completely up to 
us.  The shepherd leads; the question is, will we follow.  The shepherd takes us to lie down in green pastures 
and the question is will we rest in Him and stop trying to run off to do our own thing.  The shepherd has much 
to offer but the sheep can be stubborn and don’t always exhibit the best judgment, so the shepherds must 
carry a staff to pull them closer to Himself and a rod to fight off predators along the way.  

 Psalm 23 also reminded us that we will go through dark valleys in our lives.  It describes this valley as 
the valley of the shadow of death.  It is a place in which we usually feel afraid, concerned and apprehensive 
about the future.  At times, it might feel like we are all alone in that valley and that there is simply no way out. 
This is when Psalm 23 reminds us that we must fear no evil because the shepherd is with us in the valley.   His 
rod and staff comfort us as we realize that he is there to protect and guide us through these dark times.  
When we hear about so many calamities happening in the world today like the Texas shooting, the war in 
Ukraine, the Covid pandemic, natural disasters and so much more, Psalm 23 provides us with the reassurance 
that Jesus, the good shepherd is right there in the midst of it all with us.  His presence and comfort make all 
the difference in these trying times as we look to Him for hope and for the restoration of our souls.  If there is 
something that came through loud and clear in our study, it is that no matter where we are in life or what we 
are going through, we can count on the good shepherd to be with us and when He is with us, we shall not 
want.  That’s right.  We will want for nothing because, when we have Jesus, we have all we need.  

 As we closed our study and came to the final verses, 
Pastor Matt Chandler, our facilitator and teacher, helped us 
understand the kind of goodness and mercy that follows us 
all the days of our lives.  It is an unmerited goodness and 
mercy that comes to us through grace as a gift from God.  It 
follows us every day in this life and extends into the life to 
come, reminding us that God’s love has no end and that, 
even as we stand before our enemies, God is setting a table 
before us and anointing our heads with oil to let everyone 
know we are His and His alone. I find that, in days like these 
in which we are living, Psalm 23 provides the kind of 
comfort and encouragement that we need to make it 
through our darkest valleys and enough reminders of God’s 
abiding presence to remind us that we are never ever alone. On his deathbed John Wesley was quoted as 
uttering these as his last words… Best of all is, God is with us.”                 

May you know today He is with you and for you too! 
 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 
 

 I was going to write about something different in this article, but God has steered me in a different path. 

My heart is heavy because, on May 24th, in a Texas school, nineteen children and three adults lost their lives to  

an act of unspeakable evil.  I think of their families. I think of the fact that this took place days before their 

summer vacation. I think of the possible summer plans each family had that involved each victim. And I think of 

the tragedy that, in the blink of an eye, all those dreams were shattered into pieces. 

 In these kinds of devastating situations, people will ask, ‘Where was God when all of this took place?’ 

Well, I can assure you that God was always present. He did not ordain this action and He suffers along with the 

hurting families. The Bible describes it with this prayer from Psalm 23:4 “Even though I walk through the 

darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.” 

 This Word affirms that while this cruel act that was 

taking place in Texas, God was providing courage to these 

people. While they were walking through a dark valley, 

God’s staff and rod was giving them courage. 

 May God receive in His glorious eternal home, those 

who left this earth that day. May He comfort those who are 

suffering the loss of their loved ones in the difficult days to 

come.  

Peace in Jesus 

———————————————— 

Era mi mayor intención de escribir este articulo acerca de 

otro tema que no era el que voy a tocar a continuación.  En 

el día de hoy, en una de las escuelas de Texas, se manifestó 

una masacre donde cobro las vidas de sobre diez y ocho niños y tres adultos. Pienso en sus familias, pienso que 

esto ocurrió apenas días antes de finalizar un año escolar, pienso en los posibles planes de actividades de 

verano familiar que se iba a dar a cabo y pienso que, por manos de la maldad, estos planes se esfumaron y los 

corazones de estos familiares de estas víctimas, quedaron rotas.  

 En situaciones como estas, la gente pregunta; ¿Dónde estaba Dios en todo esto? Les puedo asegurar 

que Dios esta y ha estado presente. Dios no ordeno esta acción y Dios llora con las familias de estas víctimas. 

Algo que el salmista declaro fue que “Aunque pase por el valle de sombra de muerte, no temeré mal alguno, 

porque tu estas conmigo; tu vara y tu callado me infundirán aliento” Salmo 23:4 

 Esto me afirma, que durante este horrible proceso que estaba ocurriendo. Mientras este asesino estaba 

quitando vidas inocentes en una escuela, Dios estaba llenando de valentía a todos estos seres hermosos 

quienes hoy están morando con Jesús. Dios estuvo presente y nunca les dejo solo no desamparado. Mientras 

estos estaban pasando por el valle de sombra de muerte, Su vara y Su callado, les estaba infundiendo aliento. 

 Que Dios reciba en su gloria a estos seres quienes hoy partieron de este mundo y que Su consuelo 

inunde el corazón de cada familia quienes hoy lloran la ausencia de sus seres amados. 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members. April was a 
very tough month due to large expenses for the HVAC system and income is still lower than the 

monthly need.   We thank our members for their faithful commitments to 
the Lord, and above all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.   If 
you need to send in a tithe or offering check, please send it to the church 
at 1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

 

 

6/6  Trustees Meeting     7:00pm  Room 204 

6/25  Pot Pourri Group     6:30   Hickory House  

6/28-7/1 Vacation Bible School    6:00-8:30pm Skyland  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
6/1 Perry Shelfer 

6/3 Pete & Kristen Wages 

6/6 
Tom & Mary Foster  

Jesse & Sybil Turner 

6/7 
Keith Ellis 

Chad Norman 

6/8 
Natacha Morales 

Jim & Helen Pirkle 

6/9 Miguel & Alynette Vélez 

6/10 Sarah Wages 

6/11 Andrew & Sabrina Crawford 

6/12 Aniyah Derrick 

6/13 Jose Manuel Lainez 

6/14 Noelia Santamaria 

6/15 Fernando Aguilar 

6/17 
Makenzie Hill 

Danci Nunez 

6/21 Stephen Pirkle 

6/23 Margie Morgan 

6/25 Gabriella Price  

6/28 Russell Wages 



Father’s Day is June 19th!!  Let’s honor the special men in our lives while raising money for 

the Methodist Children's Home (now known as Wellroot). A donation of $1 per name is 

requested to honor your father, husband, brother , friend or any other special man in your 

life. Father’s Day forms are available to those who are 

attending in person and will also be emailed.  Please leave 

the forms in my mailbox or email them to 

sumchurchoffice@gmail.com.   

All forms or names are due by Wednesday, June 15th.  

We will publish the Father's Day booklet on June 19th and 

distribute them during the worship services, as well as email 

them.  If anyone would like to have a hard copy mailed to 

them, I am happy to do that.  



Evangelism sponsored a cookout on Saturday, May 21st and it was a blast!!!  We’re 
thankful for all the volunteers who made the neighborhood cookout such a success!  
We had tons of fun meeting new friends and chowing down on good eats from grill 

masters Raymon Sanders and Austin Flanagan. A special thanks goes out to 
Evangelism Chair Margie Morgan for pulling us together for this event!  If you weren’t 

able to be there, we hope you enjoy some pictures of the day.  

NEIGHBORHOOD COOKOUT 

 



George Molina 

Ottley Clark 

Ramon Matias 

Sherry Bell and family 

Pastor Jose's friend, Pastor Pete Mullins 

Romelle Hut 

Sybil Turner 

Mary Freeman's family 

Katrina Toohey's cousin, Lisa Adams 

Mary Foster 

Pastor Jose and family and brother-in-law,  

Hector Jose Lainez 

Pastor Miguel and family 

 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Annual Conference     June 2-4 

Skyland is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive  
Thursday, June 30 from 10am to 3pm 

 

Please let your family & friends know they can sign up now for our next 
blood drive.   The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in 

over a decade.  The dangerously low blood supply levels have forced 
some hospitals to defer patients from major surgery, including organ 

transplants.  Your donation is desperately 
needed.   Please sign up today and please share this with your friends and 

family to help us reach as many donors as possible!   
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?

zipSponsor=skylandumc  

Pastor Miguel and Helen Pirkle will be attending Annual 

Conference as our voting delegates.  Please keep them 

and this Conference meeting in your prayers each day.   

All interested parties are invited to watch all sessions  

via live stream at www.ngumc.org/AC2022. 


