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Seeing the Big Picture 
 

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a 
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 
has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and 
has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.”      2 Corinthians 5:16-19 

 
Perspective can change the way we look at things. To gain perspective is literally to have a new point of 

view.  A point of view is a way of looking at things.  As we know, how we look at things changes the way we 
see them and what we come away with. We have all heard of the glass half full versus glass half empty and 
the difference between looking at things from a pessimistic point of view versus an optimistic point of view. 
But what does it mean to view that glass from a Godly point of view. For one thing, the glass, all that is in it 

and all that it is was created by God. God has a purpose with the glass, the water and even the empty space in 
it. To view the glass from a Godly point of view is to claim that God can use this glass, the water and space in 

it for His glory.  God loves the glass, not because of the water or space it holds in it. but simply because He 
made it. God needs no other reason than His own loving nature to love His creation. Yet, even though He 

loves the glass…God wants to make it into something new. Apart from God, the glass will never be complete 
no matter how much water it holds or how little. God looks at the glass not looking just at what is, but 

envisioning what could be, and what He can do with it. Even if the glass were to break into a million pieces, 
God would still be able to put it back together because He is the God of reconciliation. God can see the 

imperfections in the glass better than anyone else and yet these do not keep Him from wanting the glass for 
Himself. God knows where the glass has been, what it has been used for and how it has been misused, but He 
still holds out hope that the glass will find new purpose in Him and let Him make it a new creation.  To look at 
no one from a human point of view is to commit ourselves to seeing people as God’s creation, flawed, broken, 
sometimes half empty and sometimes half full. To see them as God sees them; loved, cherished, wanted and 
with potential for the future. It is to see them through 
the eyes of God’s imagination to see a future not yet 
written with God’s hand but already inscribed in His 
heart. It is to recognize that we, too, are a work in 

progress in His hands and that in order for us to be a 
new creation, even our very eyes must be made new 
by Him. It was God who started creation and it is God 

who will bring it to completion one day when He 
redeems the earth and all that is in it. Until then, let us 
look at no one from a human point of view. Let us look 
at them through the eyes of Jesus, who loved them so 

much He was willing to die on the cross for them; let us 
look at them through the eyes of God the Father, who, 
knowing they would be born in sin, still chose to create 

them, let us look at them through the eyes of the Holy Spirit who still commits to wooing them into a 
reconciling relationship with Jesus as their savior who transforms their lives. Looking at others from a Godly 
point of view might require us to ask God to share with us His wisdom and insight and asking Him to not just 

create a new and clean heart in us, but to give us new eyes to have His vision. 
 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

 The first Sunday of each month, at The Dock on Zoom, we have guest speakers to share the great 

things that God is doing in their lives and to encourage us all to keep our focus on Jesus. This past month, 

our guest speaker was Christian Spanish Rap Artist “Guerrero de Cristo” which translates to Christ’s 

Warrior.  His real name is Luis Sanchez and his music has reached thousands of youths, winning them to 

Christ.  Luis has had the privilege to record with several well-known artists around the world and sharing 

his gift around Latin America.  Luis, aka Warrior, was our guest at The Dock on Sunday, April 3rd and 

shared his powerful, transformation, story which blessed us all.   

  There was an opportunity for questions and answers 

and one of the questions was “since you are well known in the 

industry, have you ever been approached by young talented 

people trying to connect with you so they can make a name for 

themselves? And if so, how do you handle it?” His response 

was: “To be honest, I am approached a lot by the young talent. 

But I am very careful and I pray to the Lord for direction. One 

thing I tell these guys is that journalists get mad at me because I 

refuse to give them an interview. Why?  Because I don’t do this 

for me to be famous but to give all glory to the One who saved 

me and since music is my gift, then I will use this gift for that 

purpose.”    

 Unfortunately, rap music is not well accepted in a lot of 

churches. We committed to pray for the Warrior Movement and support it because they are a part of 

God’s Kingdom.   How great is our God!! 

 

 
¿La pregunta que muchas personas hacen es “como es que Dios permite que cosas malas le pase a gente 

buena?” Esta pregunta es una que es normal y que Dios en realidad entiende que uno puede hacer.  

Una cosa le puedo hablar y es que la Biblia dice que “Y Jesús le dijo: ¿Por qué me llamas bueno? Nadie es 

bueno, sino sólo uno, Dios.” Marcos 10:18.  

El ser humano al leer esta declaración de Jesus, se enfocaría en la parte donde dice que no hay ninguno 

bueno sino solo Dios. Entonces uno se pregunta: “porque es que Dios me esta llamando malo a mí?” Y en 

realidad lo que esta diciendo en este pasaje no es para enfocarnos en que somos malos, sino que Dios es 

bueno. La causa de las cosas que suelen suceder a los “buenos” quienes no lo somos, es por causa de 

nuestra naturaleza y es que el pecado nos trae consecuencias y pueden ser severas. Pero aquí lo bueno. El 

hecho de que Dios es bueno, quiere decir que aun nosotros siendo malos, solo en Dios tenemos esperanza 

y en Dios esta nuestra solución. 

Así que con esto si oyes a alguien preguntar, porque Dios permite cosas malas a gente buena, entonces 

pregúntate, si la victima era fiel a Dios o le dio la espalda a Dios.  

Muchos nos queremos categorizar como los mas buenos, pero la realidad es que para Dios no hay nadie 
mas malo que aquel que se crea bueno, porque nos creemos tan buenos que vivimos como si no 

necesitáramos a Dios. Todos necesitamos a Dios. 
 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.  March was a 
tough month due to large expenses in the rental houses.   We thank our members for their faithful 

commitments to the Lord, and above all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.   If you need 
to send in a tithe or offering check, please send it to the church at  

1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

 

 

   5/5  Red Cross Blood Drive  10am-3pm  Dining Room 
   5/8  Mother’s Day    
   5/9  Worship Meeting   7:00pm  Room 204 
   5/12 Backpack Buddies Pack Day 10:00am  Dining Room 
   5/21 Neighborhood Cookout  12:00-2:00pm Lower Lot 
   5/30 Memorial Day   Office Closed 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
5/1 Ramon Matias 

5/2 Matt & Tiffany Morton 

5/3 
Bonnie Brown 

Abby Wages 

5/6 Jesse Turner 

5/7 Sabrina Crawford 

5/9 Jimmy Boyd 

5/12 Keith & Terri Ellis 

5/14 
Adam & Megan Jackson 

Dustin & Melissa Wise 

5/15 
Dan Toohey 

Tim & Eleanor Flanagan 

5/16 John Borg 

5/17 Will & Jenny Morgan 

5/19 Philip & Katie Wages 

5/20 John & Brenda Borg 

5/21 Katherine Jackson 

5/24 Salvador & Lucy Mendoza 

5/25 Ben Wages 

5/26 

David Flanagan 

Isaac Mendoza 

Josh & Kayla Burt 



Just finished remodeling a bathroom at the parsonage.  These are some of the before and after 

shots.  How many of us remember that 1960s green tile!!  



On Saturday, May 21 from noon to 2 pm in the lower parking lot, the 

Evangelism Committee will sponsor a Neighborhood Cookout for our 

congregation and neighbors.  Bring your grill and help us cook hamburgers 

and hotdogs with all the fixings.  Please contact Margie Morgan  

if you would like to help. 

SAVE THE DATE!    LET’S COOK OUT!! 

In spite of frigid temperatures and even some sleet on Yard Work Day, we had a great turnout, spread 

22 cubic yards of mulch (about the size of a Volkswagon!!) and planted hundreds of flowers in 

preparation for Holy Week.  Many thanks to everyone who stepped up and made this a great day.   

A special Thank You to Frank Cook for his advance work in getting all the supplies ready for the  

Work Day.  We hope you enjoy these pictures of the helpers! 

THANKS TO ALL THE YARD WORK DAY HELPERS!!  







George Molina        Ottley Clark         Ramon Matias 

Sherry Bell and family 

Rob Latzsch, Phil Baker's son-in-law 

Pastor Jose's friend, Pastor Pete Mullins 

Romelle Hut          Sybil Turner       Aaron Wise     Sarah Bryson 

Jose Lainez        friend of  Louise Story, Alycia 

 

Pastor Miguel and family        Pastor Jose and family 

Family of Nonie Morton  
 
 

 

Annual conference will be June 2-4.  Please be in prayer  

over these sessions and lift up the delegates and pastors to 

make wise decisions that will honor the Lord.  

 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Skyland is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive  
Thursday, May 5 from 10am to 3pm 

 

Please let your family & friends know they can sign up now for our next 
blood drive.   The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in 

over a decade.  The dangerously low blood 
supply levels have forced some hospitals 

to defer patients from major surgery, 
including organ transplants.  Your donation is desperately needed.   Please sign 
up today and please share this with your friends and family to help us reach as 

 many donors as possible!   

Nonie Morton    August 7, 1924—April 22, 2022 
Nonie was born in Norcross, GA to Thomas and Gail Simpson on August 7th, 1924. She 
graduated from Norcross High School in 1941. She married Hubert Morton on January 

30th, 1943 in Gwinnett County, GA. She worked for Sears & the Lovable Company in the 
1940s. After becoming a homemaker, she worked as a seamstress 

out of her home. In 1965, she started work for the Internal 
Revenue Service until she retired in 1989. She was an involved 

member of Skyland Methodist Church for over 30 years. Her passion was baking pound 
cakes and banana puddings, and tending to her roses. Hobbies which she enjoyed sharing 
with others. After retirement, she continued sewing for her granddaughters and working 

on arts and crafts at the church.  Nonie was preceded in death by her husband Hubert and 
daughter Beth Ryan.  Nonie is survived by son Claude Morton, daughter-in-law Georgette, 
granddaughters Blair Park (Shawn), Hayley Morton, and son-in-law Gary Ryan. Visitation 
will be 11am Tuesday, May 17th at Patterson & Son in Brookhaven. A memorial service 

will follow at noon with the Rev. Dr. Miguel Velez of Skyland Methodist Church officiating.  
A lunch reception will follow immediately after the service at the funeral home. 

Nonie was a member of Skyland since 1991.  In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to Skyland UMC. 


