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A Time for Everything 
 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 

 Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3, reminds us that for everything there is a season. That situations come and go 
and things change over time. It is clear we don’t understand the ebb and flow of the events that sometimes 
happen in our lives.  That sometimes we confuse a time to speak with a time to listen or a time to break down 
with a time to build up. What is clear from this scripture is that polar opposite experiences have a time and 
place…that even war and peace and love and hate will be present at different times.  So what is one to do 
with the sense of so much going on in our lives?  What is one to do with the heaviness of the hard times and 
the weightiness of the lean years?  The scripture tells us that the best we can hope for is to be employed in 
doing that which God has given us to do and to enjoy the life we have been given.  Though we will see ups 
and downs in our lives, we are encouraged to find joy in what we do and in each day. 
 Ecclesiastes also establishes that God has placed a sense of past, present and future in us. This means 
that we all have a past; were we have been, what we have experienced, what we have said and done. We also 
all have a present. That’s where we sit right now, what we are currently engaged in, going through and 
experiencing. Finally there is a future… a future that brings us hope because God is already there. With God 
our future is bright, with God our future is hopeful, with God our future is full of blessings and provision. Our 
future is held in the palm of God’s hand; who already knows what we need and what He has prepared for us. 
Though surely there will be more ups and downs along our journey, we don’t journey alone. God is with us to 
help us through the difficult times and to rejoice with us in the good times. Remember for everything there is 
a season and a time for every purpose under heaven. 
 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.      Isaiah 60:1 
 

 In December, I tested positive for COVID 19. This was the second time that I tested positive since this all 
started. When I received my results, I was upset because my experience from last time was very difficult. I was 
concerned for the people I had encountered and praying that they would not get infected with this virus.  
For the past two years, we have been going back and forth in planning and postponing church events because 
of case numbers being changed. These changes were very discouraging, not for me, but for our congregation.  
This is where God sees our hearts and speaks to us so we may understand that everything has a purpose and 
He is the one who is in control of everything.   During my time of quarantine, God showed me things with which 
He is pleased with, as well as areas I need to manage better. He gave me this illustration which I shared in one 
of my short message videos, and I would like to share with you. 
 Before GPS or MapQuest, we used to arrive to our destination using either signs, landmarks or one of 
those maps that were provided in gas stations. If you accidently take a wrong turn, you find yourself driving 
farther and father away from destination. You try to find your way, but it seems impossible and now you have 
no idea where you are and where to go next. Where was the downfall? You didn’t ask for directions.  Once you 
do ask for directions, you are re-routed to the right track. You are back on the right road, heading to where you 
need to go.   Our walk with the Lord is the same way. You find yourself taking the wrong turn when you get 
sidetracked; when you aren’t doing what you should be doing to get to the right destination. You get upset, you 
feel that your joy is not there and so on……But once you stop and ask the Lord “Where do I need to go?”  He is 
faithful to re-direct you to the right track. 
That is what I learned during my isolated time; to stop, ask of God and listen. God knows best!   
 Besides - this is His work and not mine. 
 
“¡Levántate y resplandece, que tu luz ha llegado!    ¡La gloria del Señor brilla sobre ti!”    Isaías 60:1 
 
 El mes pasado, yo había salido positivo al COVID 19. Esta fue la segunda vez que yo había dado positivo 
desde que todo había comenzado. Cuando recibí mis resultados, estuve muy molesto porque la experiencia 
vivida la ultima vez fue muy difícil. Estaba preocupado por la gente con quien tuve contacto y orando para que 
ellos no fueran infectados con el virus. 
Por los pasados dos años, hemos estado yendo hacia atrás y hacia adelante in planificando y posponiendo 
eventos de la iglesia debido a los cambios de los números de caso. Estos cambios han sido muy desalentadores, 
no para mí, sino para nuestra congregación. 
Aquí es donde Dios ve nuestros corazones y nos habla para que nosotros entendamos que todo tiene un 
propósito y que es El quien tiene control de todo. 
Durante mi cuarentena, Dios me mostro áreas en las cuales El esta complacido, y áreas que debo de manejar 
mejor. El me mostro ilustraciones las cuales he compartido en videos de mensajes cortos, y me gustaría 
compartirlo con ustedes. 
 Antes del GPS o MapQuest, nosotros llegábamos a nuestros destinos utilizando ya sea letreros, puntos 
de referencia o uno de esos mapas que eran provistas en las gasolineras. Si accidentalmente tomabas un 
camino equivocado, te encontrabas mas retirado de tu destino. Tratas de encontrar el camino, pero se hace 
imposible y ahora no tienes una idea hacia donde ir. ¿Dónde fue el fallo? No pediste dirección. 
Una vez pides dirección, eres redirigido al camino correcto. Y vas de camino a tu destino final. 
Nuestro caminar con Dios es igual. Te encuentras tomando caminos equivocado cuando te desenfocas en lo 
que tienes que hacer para llegar al destino que tienes que llegar. Te enojas, sientes que ya no hay gozo y así 
sucesivamente…….Pero una vez te detienes, y le preguntas al Señor “A donde tengo que ir?” El te vuelve a 
encaminar por el camino correcto. 
Eso fue lo que aprendo durante mi tiempo de aislamiento, a detenerme, preguntar, y escuchar. Dios sabe lo 
que es mejor. Total- Esta es Su obra y no mía. 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.  Because of 

His grace, we closed out 2021 with a surplus.  This is such a blessing in these pandemic days of 
uncertainty.  We thank our members for their faithful commitments to the Lord, and above all we 

thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.   If you need to send in a tithe or 
offering check, please send it to the church at  

1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

JANUARY EVENTS AND ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

 

 2/7  Trustees Meeting    7:00pm  Zoom 

 2/10  Health & Wellness    7:00pm  Zoom  

 2/14  Worship     7:00pm  Zoom 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

2/2 Abigail Williams 

2/3 Mary Foster 

2/5 Joshua Burt 

2/6 Sam Wages 

2/7 Alynette Miranda-Vélez 

2/8 Bill Wages 

2/12 Harmony Jones 

2/17 Tom Baker 

2/18 

Ottley Clark 

Matt Hurd 

Louise Story 

Kristen Wages 

2/27 
Amili Rosales 

Josh & Hope Kenyon 



 
After much prayer and planning, we were blessed by 

enough donated funds from Tom Baker and a member 

who wishes to remain anonymous to completely renovate 

all 4 offices on the main floor.  We were also able to buy 

some new desks, chairs and filing cabinets which were 

badly needed.  We are tremendously grateful to Tom and 

our anonymous donor for making this dream a reality!!!   

This plaque honoring Tom’s donation will be placed in the 

Holy Grounds hallway in February.  

Here are a few before and after pictures (more on the 

following page).   
 

OFFICE RENOVATION PROJECT 

IN GRATITUDE TO  

Tom Baker 

In Grateful Recognition 

of Your Generous  

Contribution To Our  

Office Renovation  

Project 
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MAIN OFFICE MAIN OFFICE 

ROOM 203 ROOM 203 



THE BEGINNING OF THE LENTEN SEASON 

Wednesday March 2nd is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the season of 
Lent. This is an important time of the year as we begin our journey through Lent 

to Holy Week and Easter.  Ash Wednesday is a time to reflect, repent and 
receive the ashes on our forehead that remind us that we are dust and to dust 
we will return. Come by to receive the mark of the cross; the cross where Jesus 

died to forgive our sins and give us eternal life.  
 

From 9am until 1pm, Pastor Miguel will be in the upper 
parking lot to perform the Imposition of Ashes.   Please wear a mask, drive up and lower 

your window; Pastor Miguel will then come to you to 
impose the ashes.  If you are within walking distance 

you can always just walk up to the upper lot.  Please do 
not use the back driveway behind the kitchen to get to 
the parking lot as the preschool parents use that as the 

drop off and pick up line.   
 

 

More office  

renovation  

Pictures 
 

Pastor Miguel’s 

   office   

 

Main office 

 



John Upchurch 

Pastor Jose's aunt-Adelaida Perales, stepfather-Felix 

and friend-Elias Richardson. 

Ramon Matias 

Sherry Bell and family 

Ariadna Arrellano's brother-in- law, Jose Aguilar 

 

Rob Latzsch, Phil Baker's son-in-law 

Ronin Burt  

Helen Pirkle 

Jose Lainez 

Louise Story's family friend, Lou Ann 

 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

COMMUNITY EVENT 

 

Skyland is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive  

Thursday, March 10 from 10am to 3pm 
 

Please let your family & friends know they can sign up now for 
our next blood drive.   The Red Cross is experiencing the worst 
blood shortage in over a decade.  The dangerously low blood 

supply levels have forced some hospitals to defer patients from 
major surgery, including organ transplants.  Your donation is 

desperately needed.   Please sign up today and please share this with 
your friends and family to help us reach as many donors as possible!   

 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?
zipSponsor=skylandumc  

In light of the continued high transmission rate of the COVID omicron variant, Skyland will continue to offer 
virtual worship services only for the next three weeks.  Health experts state that they expect the current 

decline in new cases and positivity rate to continue throughout January and February.  The committee will 
meet again on February 10 and review the current state of transmission in the Atlanta region.   

Our goal is to return to in-person worship once we have transitioned from a “High” level of community 
transmission to a “Substantial” level.  This will occur when we average less than 100 new case per 100,000 
people over 7 days and when the positivity rate is less than 10%.  Currently, we’re at 755 cases per 100,000 
and a 22% positivity rate.   We hope if this downward trend continues we can meet again on Sundays and 

also resume Sunday School in February or March.  As always, thank you for your patience and prayers. 
Health and Wellness Committee 


