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      A New Thing 
 

 At this time of the year, people often look back at their year to see if it was a good year.  The year end 
review is full of happy and sad memories, highs and lows, pleasant surprises and bitter disappointments.  
Every year has its challenges, though years like 2020 and 2021 really take the cake when it comes to difficult 
years. Scripture reminds us not to dwell on the past but to look forward to the future with anticipation. 

     
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.   Isaiah 43:18-19 
 
Sometimes it is hard to perceive what God is doing. We go into every year with expectation, always 

hoping that the next year will be better than the last., Sometimes people will say things like… “this is going to 
be my year” or “I can’t wait for this year to end; the next one will be better.”  We usually go into the new year 
with hope and excitement at the possibility of a fresh start, yet our hope is usually in ourselves and our ability 
to make the next year better. I would suggest that this approach is flawed and we need to reconsider how we 
approach the new year.  

 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. 
In all your ways acknowledge him,and he will make straight your paths.   Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
If we take Proverbs seriously, then we should not be leaning on our own understanding or insight in order 

to hope for the next year to be better or even different that the last.  Instead, we should be trusting in the 
Lord and acknowledging Him in everything we do. As we go into the new year, our focus should be on going 
into the new year with God by our side and asking Him to be the one to make our paths straight.  

 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23 
 
Finally, Lamentations reminds us that God’s love for us never ends… it goes with us from year to year. His 

mercy is new every morning, 365 days a year. When we go into the new year putting the Lord first, our 
strength is renewed and our faith strengthened because we are relying on the faithfulness of God and not in 
our own understanding to make it through each day.  

 
As we approach 2022, my prayer is that we won’t dwell on the former things but will look to see what 

new things God is doing and preparing for us; that we will continue to trust in the Lord in all things and that 
we will be reassured that God’s faithfulness will be with us as His mercies are renewed day by day.  May we 
be reminded that any year that God is with us is a ‘good year’ despite the difficulties the year might bring. 

 
                                                                            Happy New Year! 
 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,”  declares the Lord.   “As the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways  and my thoughts than your thoughts.”   Isaiah 55:8-9 

 
 During Thanksgiving week, my Buick broke down at my house.  Normally when something like this 
happens, I, Jose Rodriguez, lose my cool!!  But in this case, God taught me a valuable lesson through this 
experience. 
When my car wouldn’t start, I proceeded to tow it to my mechanic’s shop for repair, although I ordered the 
fuel pump online because of the lower price. Unfortunately, after waiting four days, I was sent the wrong part.  
I then had to email the shipper for the return, wait for the refund, reorder that part and wait for the right part 
to arrive. The part was delayed four extra days because it is a heavy month for shipping anything!  
Finally!! Fuel pump arrives. Drove it to the mechanic, he fixed it and I was on my way with my car.  I was so 
happy, excited, you name it.    That evening, I drove my son to a school function, and after the event was over, 
my car wouldn’t start. Yes!! You guessed it; I was NOT happy at all. I called my mechanic, we managed to bring 
the car home and we started researching what was going on.  Well, it just so happened that my car had a re-
call on the fuse box, so we had to buy another one. When the mechanic removed the old fuse box from my car, 
we smelled it and it was burnt. This box sits under the back seat of my car. My mechanic looked at me and said, 
“brother, you were driving a time bomb.”  When he said that, I couldn’t feel my legs because my daughter was 
the one using my car for the most part. 
 I am sharing all this because, here I was complaining about how much money I had spent repairing my 
car, waiting on the wrong part, then waiting on the right part, then having it break down again the same day of 
the completed repairs, not even realizing that God had just spared our lives.  
 How much are we worth to the Lord?  We can’t put a price on a life. I learned my lesson and I pray that 
this testimony speaks to you as well.   

 
************************************************** 

 «Porque mis pensamientos no son los de ustedes, ni sus caminos son los míos  —afirma el Señor—.  Mis caminos 
y mis pensamientos son más altos que los de ustedes;  ¡más altos que los cielos sobre la tierra!  Isaías 55:8-9 

 
Durante la semana de Acción de Gracias, mi Buick se daño en mi casa. Normalmente algo así ocurre y yo, Jose 
Rodriguez, pierdo la calma!!! Pero en este caso, Dios me enseño una valiosa lección por medio de esta 
experiencia.  Cuando mi carro no prendió, procedí a remorcarlo al taller de mi mecánico para reparación, ya 
que ordene la bomba de la gasolina en línea porque el costo era mucho mas bajo. Desafortunadamente, luego 
de esperar cuatro días, me enviaron la pieza equivocada. Tuve que enviar un correo electrónico al enviador 
para la devolución y de ahí esperar mi reembolso, reordenar la pieza y esperar a que la pieza correcta llegara. 
La pieza se demoró cuatro días adicionales porque es un mes pesado para envíos.  Finalmente!! Llega la 
bomba. Maneje al mecánico, reparo el auto, y de ahí proseguí en mi propio auto. Estaba tan contento, 
emocionado, imagínese usted.  Esa tarde, lleve a mi hijo a una función escolar, y luego que se terminara el 
evento, mi carro no encendió. Si!!! Ya lo saben; yo no estaba NADA de contento. Llame a mi mecánico, 
pudimos traer mi automóvil a mi casa y comenzamos a buscar cual seria la causa del daño.  Sale a ser de que mi 
carro tenia un defecto de fabrica en la caja de fusibles original, así que procedimos a comprar otro. Cuando mi 
mecánico removió la caja antigua de mi auto lo olimos y estaba quemado. Esta caja esta localizado debajo de 
mi asiento de atrás de mi auto. Mi mecánico me miro y me dijo “hermano, usted esta conduciendo una bomba 
de tiempo.” Cuando el me dijo eso, no sentí mis piernas porque era mi hija quien estaba usando mi auto la 
mayoría del tiempo.  Comparto todo esto porque, aquí estaba yo quejándome de lo mucho que gaste en 
reparaciones a mi auto, esperando piezas equivocadas, luego esperando la pieza correcta, luego que se me 
quebrara de nuevo el mismo día de ser reparado, sin darme cuenta que fue Dios quien guardo nuestras vidas. 
Cuanto valemos para Dios? No podemos poner precio a una vida. Esa lección la aprendí y es mi oración que 
este testimonio le hable a usted también. 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.  November 
was a tough month but we have faith that God will always make a way.  We thank our members for 

their faithful commitments to the Lord, and above all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our 
Provider.   If you need to send in a tithe or offering check,  

please send it to the church at  
1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

JANUARY EVENTS AND ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

 

1/3  Trustees Meeting    7:00pm  Zoom 

1/20  Health & Wellness    7:00pm  Zoom 

1/24  Evangelism     7:00pm  Zoom  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

1/3 
German Betancourt 

Zoe Mendoza 

1/5 Lauren Evans 

1/10 Alycia Velez Miranda 

1/13 Betty Jarrett 

1/14 Pete Wages 

1/16 Rene Aguilar 

1/17 
Adam Jackson 

Leah Sanders 

1/18 
Sandy Sheehan 

Hannah Wages 

1/19 
Kayla Burt 

Kyree Woods 

1/25 Heather Mugg 

1/26 
Valentina Santamaria 

Bob & Yvonne Norman 

1/30 Aaron Wise 



Skyland was able to combine multiple 

service projects together when we hosted 

two Covid clinics in November and December 

and packed 200 boxes of food to give away 

to all those who received a vaccine or 

booster.  We also gave away food boxes to 

graduates of the GED classes that Skyland 

hosted  this fall during their graduation 

ceremony on December 11th.   

Many thanks to all those who showed up to 

pack the 200 food boxes and a special 

thanks to Jose and AJ Rodriguez and Barbara 

Snipes for stepping up & working the long 

hours of the two Covid clinics.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SERVICE PROJECTS 

The Staff at Skyland is so grateful for the generosity of our members in donating 
funds for Christmas bonuses.  We thank you and pray God’s blessings on you and  

your families in the New Year.  
 

Rev. Dr. Miguel Velez  Pastor Jose Rodriguez 
Kristen Wages   Will Morgan 

Michael Webb   Candace Posey 
Eleanor Flanagan  Daisy Hernandez 

Rita Thomas   Ashlyn Moody 
              Zuri Dillhunt 5:



DECEMBER SPECIAL EVENTS 

We are so grateful that we were able to decorate our church and hold Christmas services this year.  
These are just a few of the wonderful moments that we were blessed to experience.   



John Upchurch  

Heather Mugg and family 

Mildred Bryson's family 

Dan and Katrina Toohey and family 

Orfe Bibiano 

Ottley Clark 

Pastor Miguel's friend, Jerry Beach   

George Molina 

Pastor Jose and family 

Pastor Miguel and family 

Bob Norman 

Sherry Bell  

Barbara Snipe's son-in-law, Darren Mitchell  

Sandy Sheehan's son, Mickey 

Chad Norman's friend, Brandi.  

Louise Storey's relative, George 

Our Nation 

Churches in Afghanistan and Pakistan 

 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH EVENT 

Evangelism Milestone!  On December 4, The Evangelism Committee delivered its final gift basket to our new 

neighbors across the street in the Skyland Brookhaven townhomes.  The Committee has been delivering 

these, five or ten at a time, over the past several years as the new townhomes have been constructed.   

Over 150 townhomes received the gift baskets which included snacks, cleaning supplies, and information 

about the church.  Welcome Neighbors!  

In Loving Memory 

Martha Rumble Pirkle 

December 6, 2021 

Martha Rumble Pirkle, a lifetime and charter member who 
helped found Skyland in 1952. “Mema,” as she was known to  

her 15 grandchildren and 22 great-grandchildren, was beloved  
by both her family and our church. For years, she taught  

Sunday School, led programs for the United Methodist Women, 
and coordinated the children’s Christmas play. Most importantly,  

she loved well and showed all of us how to love like Christ and 
live in faith.  


