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A Time of Rejoicing 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.                                                                                                Philippians 4:4-7 

 
 This is, by far, my favorite scripture verse for this time of the year as we are closing out Thanksgiving 
and going into the Advent and Christmas season. The apostle Paul wanted us, as Christians, to rejoice at all 
times in the Lord. In pandemic times, in illness, in troubled times, in good times, in ups and downs, in twists 
and turns… at all times he wanted us to experience the joy of the Lord anew regularly.  

For Christians, joy is not optional. It is not a feeling or emotion that comes and goes with our situations. 
Joy is the result of us knowing Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, of knowing His great love and His perfect 
peace, of experiencing His grace and His mercy. We experience joy when we think about all that God has 
done for us in Jesus Christ. There is no better time of the year, except for maybe during Holy Week and 
Easter, when we can pause to consider all that Jesus means to us and all that He has done to show us God’s 
love.  

So what are we celebrating?  We celebrate Advent, the period of four weeks leading up to Christmas, 
remembering the expectation and joy that Jesus’ birth brought. We celebrate the birth of Jesus as God took 
on flesh and dwelt among us to bring light into our darkness. We celebrate the coming of the Magi from the 
East as we are reminded to bring God our best gifts and to honor him as the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
We rejoice in knowing that, on that first Christmas. our hope was born in a humble manger to show us how to 
live and love.  

This season is full of joy! Everywhere we turn, we will see signs of that joy in beautiful decorations, 
sparkling lights, the giving and receiving of presents and the many friend and family gatherings we will enjoy. 
We will hear the old favorite Christmas 
songs and some newer ones as well which 
will tell the story of Christmas and invite 
us to rejoice in the Lord. I pray that, as you 
celebrate this special time of the year, 
Christ will be at the center of your 
celebration…that you will truly rejoice in 
the Lord and enjoy the peace of God with 
surpasses all understanding and which is 
able to guard your heart and mind in him 
during these trying and difficult times in 
which we are living.  

 
Have a Joyous and Merry Christmas! 
 
 

 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell 
you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass 
of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of 
little faith?  So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For 

the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  Therefore do not worry about 

tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”          Matthew 6:28-34 

 
On Thursday night, I shared about the word anxiety. As I was sharing, it seemed to me that with 

everything that has been going on, this would be the topic of the momento.   It seems that we are more 
worried about the things that we see around us than trusting in the One whom we don’t see. 

We waste our time worrying in the situations over which we have no control and that is when anxiety 
takes control of us.  In this passage of scripture, we read that Jesus asked a very challenging question: 

“Why do we worry about clothes?  See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I 
tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these”.  Flowers of the field are 
creations made by God’s hands. Then we have Solomon, a king, royalty.  Jesus is reminding us that not 

even the royalty of any earthly king compares to the power 
of the living God who controls everything. 

We all have heard of the name of God. I have heard God’s 
name from my earliest memories. We know God is greater, 
all-powerful and that nothing is impossible for the Lord.  
We know this in our minds, but do we believe this in our 

hearts.  If we do believe this,  
then why do we let anxiety take control of us?   

Do we believe that God stopped working?  
Do we believe that God is tired?  Of course not!  

God is and will always be that powerful, loving King who 
sits on the throne! 

 
 »¿Y por qué se preocupan por la ropa? Observen cómo crecen 
los lirios del campo. No trabajan ni hilan;  sin embargo, les digo 
que ni siquiera Salomón, con todo su esplendor, se vestía como uno de ellos.  Si así viste Dios a la hierba que hoy 
está en el campo y mañana es arrojada al horno, ¿no hará mucho más por ustedes, gente de poca fe?  Así que no 
se preocupen diciendo: “¿Qué comeremos?” o “¿Qué beberemos?” o “¿Con qué nos vestiremos?”  Los paganos 

andan tras todas estas cosas, pero el Padre celestial sabe que ustedes las necesitan.  Más bien, busquen 
primeramente el reino de Dios y su justicia, y todas estas cosas les serán añadidas.  Por lo tanto, no se angustien 

por el mañana, el cual tendrá sus propios afanes. Cada día tiene ya sus problemas.      Mateo 6:28-34 
 

El jueves por la noche compartí un mensaje sobre la ansiedad. Mientras la estaba compartiendo, me puse 
a pensar de todo lo que ah estado pasando, este seria el tema del momento, porque parece que estamos 

más preocupados sobre las cosas que vemos alrededor de nosotros en vez de confiar en El que no 
vemos.  Nosotros perdemos nuestro tiempo preocupado sobre situaciones de la cual no tenemos control 

y ahí es cuando la ansiedad toma control  En este pasaje de la escritura, leemos que Jesús hace una 
pregunta muy difícil  »¿Y por qué se preocupan por la ropa? Observen cómo crecen los lirios del campo. 

No trabajan ni hilan; sin embargo, les digo que ni siquiera Salomón, con todo su esplendor, se vestía 
como uno de ellos.Flores del campo es la creación hecha por la mano de Dios. Y después tenemos a 

Salomón, un rey, realeza. Jesús nos está recordando que ni la realeza de ningún rey terrenal se compara 
al poder del Dios vivo que lo controla todo.  Todos hemos escuchado del nombre de Dios. Yo eh 
escuchado del nombre de Dios desde que yo puedo recordar. Nosotros sabemos que Dios es mas 
grande, mas fuerte y que no hay nada imposible para el Señor. ¿Lo sabemos, pero lo creemos? ¿Si 

creemos esto entonces porque dejamos que la ansiedad tome control de nosotros? ¿Pensamos de que 
Dios ha parado de trabajar? ¿Pensamos de que Dios está cansado?  ¡Claro que no!  
¡Dios es y siempre será ese Rey poderoso y amoroso que está sentado en el trono! 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.  October 
was a good month and we have faith that God will always make a way.  We thank our members for 

their faithful commitments to the Lord, and above all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.   
If you need to send in a tithe or offering check, please send it to the church at  

1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

NOVEMBER EVENTS AND ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

 

12/2  Finance Meeting    7:00pm  Room 204 & Zoom 

12/3  Friday Night Fire    7:00pm  Sanctuary 

12/ 5  Covid Vaccine Clinic   12:30-6pm  Dining Room 

12/24  Christmas Eve Service   5:30pm  Sanctuary 

12/30  Red Cross Blood Drive   10am-3pm  Dining Room 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

12/1 Maria Bibiano 

12/4 Anuar Bibiano 

12/5 Cassie Mitchell 

12/6 
José Cubias 

Tim Flanagan 

12/8 Eleanor Flanagan 

12/9 Blake Borg 

12/11 Martha Pirkle 

12/14 Salvador Mendoza 

12/19 Alaynah Jackson 

12/20 
Isabel Tiul-Sheffler 

Max Tiul-Sheffler 

12/23 Jack Wages 

12/26 Sherry Bell 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Thanks to our generous congregation 

and the support of the AIN preschool 

parents, we were able to fill and pack 94 

Christmas shoeboxes this year!!!   

Many thanks to all who filled boxes, 

donated funds or showed up for the 

packing party!  A special thanks to Jose, 

Von and AJ Rodriguez for doing such 

great job organizing, buying, packing 
and delivering all the boxes.  

SERVICE PROJECT 

 

SPECIAL EVENT 

 

 7:00pm 

 

Come worship the 

Lord with abandon  

during this glorious night 

of  praise, prayer and 

testimonies 



 

DECEMBER EVENTS 

Skyland is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive  

Thursday, December 30 from 10am to 3pm 
 

Please let your family & friends know they can sign up now for our 
next blood drive.   The Red Cross needs to collect more than 

13,000 blood donations and more than 2,500 platelet donations 
each day. 84 percent of blood donations are given at blood drives - 

hosted by sponsoring 
organizations like Skyland UMC.  There's a critical need for blood 
donations in our community due to COVID and your support can 

help patients currently battling the virus. Sign up today and please 
share this with your friends and family to help us reach 25 donors! 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?
zipSponsor=skylandumc  

 STAFF GIFTS  

It’s that time of year again to bless our 
dedicated staff with Christmas 

bonuses.  These funds 
are not budgeted, so we 
rely on the generosity of 

our members.  Make 
checks payable to 

Skyland UMC designated 
for “Staff Gifts” and place 

in the offering plate. 

Staff 

The Missions Post Office  

Will be open November 28 through Christmas 

Eve.  Bring your cards for Skyland members 

and donate the postage you save to Missions 

outreach ministries. 

5:30pm 



Ottley Clark 
John Upchurch  

Pastor Miguel's friend, Jerry Beach 
George Molina  

Pastor Jose and family.  
Pastor Miguel and family 

Laura Flanagan 
Sherry Bell 

Barbara Snipe's son-in-law, Darren Mitchell 
Martha Pirkle 

Julieta Munoz 
Sandy Sheehan's son, Mickey 

Dan and Katrina Toohey and Family 
Louise Storey's relatives, Lois and George 

Mildred Bryson's Family 

Heather Mugg's daughter and Heather's friend, Lori 

Bob Norman 

Chad Norman's friend, Brandi 

Amy Medford's friends, Mark and Tasha Perkins 

Our Nation 

Church in Afghanistan and Pakistan  

 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH EVENT 

 SUNDAY 

December 5th 

12:30pm—6:00pm 

Skyland Dining Room 

CORE is partnering with Skyland for:  

• 100 FREE vaccines or boosters to the 

community.  

• No ID required 

• Children 12-17 may get the vaccine 

with parental consent. 

• Each person vaccinated will receive 

a free box of food staples.  
  

 

Walk-ins are welcome or  

you may pre-register here: 
 

http://dekalbvax.coreresponse.org/ 

  

 

BOOSTER SHOTS AVAILABLE  

For those who bring their vaccination cards 

CORE answers Frequently Asked Questions about the Vaccine: 

https://www.coreresponse.org/covid-19/atlanta-ga#get-vaccinated 


