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                                                                         We were delighted to hold our first VBS since 2017 during the week of July 19th.   The kids had a great time 
visiting Adventure Island on an exciting quest to find five mysterious Infinity Lanterns: Love, Trust, Faith, Joy 

& Hope.  Miss Candace did an amazing job in only her second month of working with the kids.  We are 
grateful to Pastor Miguel and Pastor José, along with volunteers Margie Morgan, Leah Sanders, Ashlyn 

Moody, Anna Vélez, Sarah Wages, Madison Sanders and Anna Wages for all their hard work in making this 
VBS such great time! 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

The Dock 

 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come from every village 

of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick.  Some men came 

carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus.  When they could not find 

a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the 

middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.    Luke 5:17-19  (NIV) 

This story always amazes me. I would have loved to experience Jesus in person as the greatest teachers of all times and to 
experience His healing miracles right before my eyes.  But what amazes me the most in this story is found in the final 
verse. Even though there was a large crowd blocking their way, it did not stop the paralyzed man’s friends pressing on to 
see Jesus. These persistence men did whatever it took so this healing opportunity would not slip away.  
The Skyland Latino congregation witnessed something similar on Sunday July 25th 2021, during band practice.  
For the past several months, we have been meeting in the youth room on the third floor for worship service. We have 
band practice from 10am to 10:45 am and start our worship at 11:00 am.  One of my biggest fears was if, during our time 
in the youth room, we would have a visitor who was not able to go up the stairs and we would miss the opportunity 
because of the limitations.  
On Sunday, July 25th, one of our longtime friends, Dalia Cepeda, came to church with her 96 year old mother. We started 
talking about the difficulties because of the stairs and that her mother was using a walker. But a few minutes later, I 
looked towards the door, I see Dalia walking into the youth room with her mother right beside her, I was stunned!!!  As I 
approached Dalia’s mother to greet her, she told me “I had to come to hear about God in a language I understand, so I 
took the stairs.”  
When I saw this, I asked myself “How many times do we limit ourselves to worship the Lord in His house?”  
Today God used this woman to speak to me. The question I heard from the Lord was “Do you love me that much?”   
Now I ask you. Do you love God that much? How much are you willing to sacrifice for the love of our Father Who loves 
you to the point that He didn’t see any limitations as He carried the cross to His execution?  
May this testimony speak to all of us today!! 

 

Skyland Latino 

 Un día, mientras enseñaba, estaban sentados allí algunos fariseos y maestros de la ley que habían venido de todas las 
aldeas de Galilea y Judea, y también de Jerusalén. Y el poder del Señor estaba con él para sanar a los enfermos.  Entonces 
llegaron unos hombres que llevaban en una camilla a un paralítico. Procuraron entrar para ponerlo delante de Jesús, pero 

no pudieron a causa de la multitud. Así que subieron a la azotea y, separando las tejas, lo bajaron en la camilla hasta 
ponerlo en medio de la gente, frente a Jesús.   Lucas 5:17-19 

Esta historia siempre me asombra. Me hubiese encantado experimentar a Jesus en persona, como el mejor maestro de 
todos los tiempos. También de experimentar los milagros de la sanidad ante mis propios ojos. 
Pero los mas que me asombra en esta historia se encuentra en el versículo diez y nueve. Como había una multitud ya 
presente,eso no detuvo al hombre paralitico para ver a Jesus. La insistencia de estos hombres quienes hicieron todo 
hasta lo imposible para que no perdiesen esta oportunidad. 
Skyland Latino testifico algo similar el dia Domingo 25 de Julio, 2021 durante la practica de canciones.  Por los pasados 
meses, nos hemos estado reuniendo en el salón de jóvenes en el tercer piso, para nuestro servicio de adoración. 
Practicamos a las 10am hasta las 10:45 am para comenzar el servicio a las 11:00 am.  Uno de mis mayores temores 
durante nuestro tiempo en el salón del joven, era si alguien con alguna limitación corporal, nos visitara y nosotros perder 
la oportunidad por dicha limitación. Pero hoy Domingo, nuestra hermana Dalia Cepeda, llego a la iglesia con su madre de 
noventa y seis años. Comenzamos a hablar acerca de opciones por las escaleras y por el hecho de que su señora madre 
estaba usando un andador. Minutos pasaron y cuando miro hacia la puerta de entrada, veo a Dalia entrando por la pueta 
y su hermosa madre de noventa y seis años entrando con ella a su lado, durante nuestra practica de adoración. Quede 
asombrado!!! Me acerqué para saludar a la señora y me dice “Tuve que venir a escuchar a Dios en el idioma que yo 
entiendo, así que subi las escaleras.”   Cuando vi esto me pregunte, “Cuantas veces nos limitamos para adorar a Dios en 
su casa?”   Hoy Dios uso a esta mujer para hablarme a mi. La pregunta que escuche de Dios fue, “Me amas así de 
mucho?”    Ahora le pregunto a ustedes. Aman a Dios así de mucho? Cuanto están dispuestos a sacrificar por amor a 
nuestro Padre quien les ama al punto que el no vio limitaciones para cargar la cruz hacia su ejecución?   
Que este testimonio hable a todos nosotros!! 

 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.  June was a 
good month and we have faith that God will always make a way.  We thank our members for their 
faithful commitments to the Lord, and above all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.   If 

you need to send in a tithe or offering check, please send it to the church at  
1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

AUGUST EVENTS AND ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

 

8/1  Promotion Sunday - Q&A Forum 10:15am  Sanctuary 

8/2  Trustees Meeting    7:00pm  Zoom 

8/16  Health &Wellness Task Force  7:00pm  Zoom 

8/19  Red Cross Blood Drive   10am-3pm  Dining Room 

8/23  Health & Wellness Meeting  7:00pm  Zoom 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
8/2 

Frank Cook 

Raymon & Leah Sanders 

8/3 Austin Flanagan 

8/6 Harrison Morton 

8/7 
Durreyl Copeland 

Nonie Morton 

8/8 
José Rodriguez 

Angie Rodriguez 

8/11 Cathy Wages 

8/16 Raymon Sanders 

8/21 Wren Morgan 

8/22 Mildred Bryson 

8/26 Andy Hammer 

8/27 Miguel Vélez Miranda 

8/29 Ramon and Sofia Matias 

8/30 Tom Foster 

8/31 Nancy Drew 

  



 

As of July 29th, DeKalb County is categorized as an area of "High Transmission” for COVID 

and the positivity rate has increased to 8.25%. Globally, we’re experiencing a significant 

transmission surge due to the Delta variant, therefore the CDC has updated guidelines for 

vaccinated people.  In response, the Skyland Health and Wellness Task Force have enacted 

the following changes effective immediately: 

 

• All people (regardless of vaccination status) are required to wear CDC-approved masks 

(over their noses and mouths at all times) while inside the Skyland building and also 

socially distance at least 6 feet outside of family groups.  

• Unvaccinated people over the age of 12 are asked to not enter the building until they 

have been fully vaccinated.  We will ask all members and visitors who are unvaccinated 

to participate in Sunday worship virtually until they are fully vaccinated.  To be very clear, 

children under the age of 12 are encouraged and very welcome to attend in person with 

their families. We do ask families to assist small children in remaining masked and 

socially distanced while in the building. We’ve enacted these protocols so our kids under 

the age of 12, who can’t yet get vaccinated, can attend safely. 

 

The following activities have also been changed: 

 

 During Sunday worship and Friday Night Fire services, all participants are asked to sit in 

family groups.  Pews and seats will be roped off to maintain a social distance of at least 

6 feet between groups. 

 Holy Grounds is temporarily discontinued. 

 Wednesday night activities and Sunday school will not resume in August. 

 The Spanish language worship service will remain in the Youth Room. 

 

The Promotion Sunday gathering will still take place this Sunday (August 1) at 10:15 a.m. in 

the Sanctuary.  During this event, we'll have a brief discussion about our updated safety 

protocols and activity postponements.  We encourage everyone to attend and take part in 

the discussion. 

The Health and Wellness group will meet again on August 16 to review conditions and make 

decisions about amending or maintaining our protocols and activities.   

 

At Skyland, our biggest concern right now is keeping healthy those people who are medically 

fragile and our kids under the age of 12 who don’t have the option yet to be 

vaccinated.  While we’re acting with the best intentions, we know it may feel like we’re 

taking a step backward and this can be frustrating and discouraging.  We have, however, 

prayerfully considered these actions and believe these safety measures will reduce the risk of 

transmission and help keep everyone healthy and safe.  To that end, we thank you for your 

prayers, support, and patience.    

A Message from the Health & Wellness Task Force 



SUMCEL  

 

Tryston William Jackson (9 lbs. 1 oz) 

 was born on July 15th  

to parents Adam & Megan Jackson 

Mother and baby are doing well.  

 

JOYOUS NEWS 

August 1st    10:15am    Sanctuary  

Everyone is asked to join us for Promotion Sunday followed by a Question and Answer 

Forum concerning changes the Health and Wellness Task Force is implementing in light 

of the recent rise in the infection rate.  Please plan to come to the Sanctuary, masked 

and socially distanced   

PROMOTION SUNDAY AND COVID FORUM 

We are putting out a call for funds to replenish our SUMCEL (Skyland United 

Methodist Church Emergency Love) fund.  This fund is to help active Skyland 

members (for at least one year) who are in need.  We’ve helped several 

members over the past few years and now we need to build the fund back up.  

If you are able and willing to help with this, please send donations marked 

‘SUMCEL’ on the memo line. 

BLESSINGS YARD SALE 

On Saturday, September 18 from 8am to 1pm, the Evangelism 

committee will be holding a yard sale. Please donate your gently 

used housewares, tools, furniture (nothing broken) and clothing 

for babies, kids and teen. NO adult clothing or shoes please!  You 

may bring in your donations now and place them on the shelves 

in front of the storage tunnel behind the dining room.  Contact 

Margie Morgan (404-375-1221) for more information. 

Blessings 



 
Submitted by Helen Pirkle  -  Lay Delegate for 2021 

 

The theme for conference was “Love is Making Room”.  This conference took place virtually in a 

two day format; one day for clergy only and one day for clergy and laity.  The Conference 

offering went to the Ministerial Education Fund. 

From the Conference Board of Trustees:  

The search for permanent conference offices continues with no report.  The Conference is 

working with an architect/planner to counsel the Board of Trustees for a permanent location. 

The temporary offices are currently located at Century Center. 

 The use of the Charles Barnes Fund continues to be an evolving situation.  It was originally 

established to enable adequate funding for church growth and development.  It helps new 

churches purchase land and build permanent places of worship.  It was started with $25,000 

from the United Methodist Foundation in 2005.  Twenty five percent of the assets of closed 

churches across the conference are designated to this fund.  The interest in the fund can be used 

now.  When the fund reaches $3,000,000, both the principle and interest can be used.  The 2020 

Conference approved the recommendation of the Board of Trustees for the formation of a 

committee to fairly and equitably begin to use the Barnes Fund for ministry.  This committee 

began its work as the Barnes Evaluation and Administration Team (BEAT).  BEAT will report usage 

of funds to the Board of Trustees and the Conference Finance Committee. 

A major item on the agenda was the development of the “Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to 

Paragraph2553”.  This is a formal “contract” agreement formatted in compliance with 

paragraphs 246.8,248, and 2553.2-3 of The Book of Discipline to provide a local church in the 

Conference a path to leave or “disaffiliate” from the Conference.  You can find the complete 

Agreement on the NGUMC web site, Annual Conference 2021 Handbook, starting on page 50.  

The Bishop issued two Rulings of Law on questions submitted at conference that were related to 

disaffiliation.  She has sent these rulings to the United Methodist Judicial Council.  You may view 

these questions and rulings on the NGUMC web site.  The financial requirements of disaffiliation 

were set as follows: “Prior to the disaffiliation date, a local church shall pay to the 

Annual Conference any unpaid apportionments for the 12 months immediately prior and an 

additional 12 months of apportionments, plus unfunded pension obligations, direct-bill 

obligations, and other liabilities. A local church must be in good standing as a United Methodist 

Church in order to disaffiliate with The United Methodist Church.” 

continued 

 

REPORT FROM 2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE  



From the Conference Committee on Finance and Administration: 

The budget for 2021 was $17,999,522.  The recommended budget for 2022 was 17,099,834 and this 

budget was passed.  The budget reflects a 2.3% increase for District Superintendents and a 2.2% 

increase for other conference employees.  There were no increases for these conference employees 

in 2021. The 5% budget decrease was achieved through decreases in general church 

apportionments, reductions in budget line items and utilization of reserve funds.  In 2020, 90% of 

apportionments were paid.  The Conference Finance and Administration committee acknowledged 

this as sacrificial giving considering the impact of the pandemic on local church finances.  

Property Closures: 

 

Eight churches were closed in 2020.  None of these churches are in the Central South District.  The 

vast majority of these closures were determined by the local congregations, with the Conference 

determining closure on at least one church. 

 

Resolutions: 

All three proposed resolutions that follow were passed. 

701.  Recognizing Our Role in Segregation and the Central Jurisdiction                      

702.  Resolution Reducing Suicide Among At-Risk Native Americans 

703.  Resolution in Support of the Protocol of Grace and Reconciliation through Separation. 

 

You can read the details of these resolutions in the Annual Conference Handbook starting on page 

149. 

 

This concludes the report on the Annual Conference 2021.  If you wish, you can walk through the 

whole Conference on the web site at “Annual Conference 2021”.  Obviously there was much that is 

not included in this report but the attempt was made to “hit the high spots”. 

 

 

ANNUAL REPORT CONTINUED 



Friends of Matt Hurd - Christy Eash and Kapri  

Ottley Clark 

John Upchurch 

Pastor Miguel's friend, Jerry Beach 

Six year old Izzy - friend of the Flanagans 

Pastor Jose and family 

Pastor Miguel and family. 

Laura Flanagan 

Sherry Bell 

Bob Norman 

Barbara Snipe's son-in-law, Darren Mitchell 

Tom Foster's sister, Betsy Aguiree 

Wanda Miller's daughter, Lisa Holland 

Bob Norman's neighbor, Mr Jameson  

Mildred Bryson's family 

Heather Mugg and family 

Ashley Aguilar 

Our Nation 

 

 

  
 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

Skyland is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive  

Thursday, Aug 19th from 10am to 3pm 
 

Please let your family and friends know they can sign up 
now for our next blood drive The Red Cross - needs to 

collect more than 13,000 blood donations and more than 
2,500 platelet donations each day. The blood collected by 

the Red Cross helps millions of patients in over  2,500 
hospitals and other facilities across the country.  84 percent of blood donations are given at blood 
drives - hosted by generous sponsoring organizations like Skyland UMC.  There's a critical need for 

blood donations in our community due to COVID and your support can help patients currently 
battling the virus. All blood donations will be tested for 
COVID antibodies and every precaution will be taken to 

ensure your safety. Sign up today and please share this with 
your friends and family to help us reach 25 donors! 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-
results?zipSponsor=skylandumc  

 

 


