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                                                                        Look at it Afresh 

 

One of the biggest challenges I face when preparing to preach is not assuming I know what a 

particular scripture means or says. There are always plenty of “experts” trying to tell us what a given text 

means, how it has been interpreted over the years and what the scholars who have studied it have come 

up with in the course of their studies. It is easy to want to agree with their findings, assume they have all 

the wisdom we lack and to accept their work as final and definitive, but that is not what I believe we are 

called to do. I believe God’s word as contained in scripture is a living word.  A word that was not only 

inspired by God through the Holy Spirit, but also one that is constantly being interpreted and applied 

through that same Holy Spirit.  

So when approaching a scripture, I challenge you to look at it afresh. The word afresh means to make 

fresh again. In other words, to look at scripture as if you had not read it before, with fresh eyes and no 

preconceived notions. This is hard to do, specially with scriptures we have heard many times before, yet it 

can be done with some intentionally and introspection. Start with prayer acknowledging that the Holy 

Spirit needs to be a part of your process if you are to receive what God wants you to see, understand or 

observe in the passage. Then read the scripture out loud. Hearing every word, listening not just for 

content, but for rhythm, and noticing what words, phrases or thoughts jump out at you as you read. Then  

live with the text. Don’t be in a rush. Read it over 

several days, each time looking to see what is 

new and intriguing. Let yourself marinate in the 

word until it becomes a part of you. Finally, go 

read some commentaries, read different 

translations, study words you don’t know or are 

significant in the passage and look at any cross 

references (other scriptures related to the one 

you are reading). If you take these steps, I believe 

you will discover a richness in scripture that you 

might not have seen before and you will find that 

God can use a scripture passage to speak to you 

differently each time you study it.  

Over the years, I have discovered that I really haven’t preached the same sermon twice. Even as I 

preach the same text at two different services, I find that the Holy Spirit gives me nuggets of wisdom or 

insight for each group I’m speaking to that I did not share with the other. I attribute this to the fact that 

the Holy Spirit knows who is there that day and what they need to hear. If I am receptive to the Holy 

Spirit, He uses me to deliver God’s word afresh each time. I pray God continues to give us fresh eyes and 

ears to see and hear what He has to show us and say through His word. 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

The Dock 

Hearing the word “change” can produce a very wide array of emotions in most of us. Change can 

cause excitement as many people love to experience new things. Change can cause anxiety in others 

because not knowing what to expect in your new journey can be stressful. Change can cause grief as 

we do not like to be removed from our comfort zone. Change can cause different types of emotions 

depending on the circumstance.  

Regardless of the emotions we may experience when changes come, the Bible clearly teaches us that 

changes will occur. When God command these changes, He tells us “Not to be afraid. To be strong and 

courageous” according to Joshua 1:9. The beauty of God’s promise in this verse is that, although we 

will experience some changes, whether it be a relocation or lifestyle or jobs or schools, even our bodies 

as we get older, these changes will take place. But what will never change is the fact that God is 

faithful and, wherever we go, He is with us.  

Changes will often take place sooner rather than later. But when 

they do, we need to be reminded that our thoughts are not God’s 

thoughts. Therefore, we need to believe that even when things 

make no sense to us, God is the one who is never wrong.  

It will be ok! 

 

Skyland Latino 

Cuando uno escucha la palabra “cambio” distintas emociones toma lugar 

en nuestras vidas. Cambios puede causar emociones ya que a muchos 

les encanta experimentar cosas nuevas. Cambios también puede causar 

tensión porque desconocer lo próximo a llegar en esta nueva jornada puede ser estresante. Cambios puede 

causar dolor ya que no nos gusta ser movidos de nuestra zona comoda. Cambios puede causar distintos tipos 

de emociones dependiendo de las circunstancias. 

Por una parte, algunos cambios son buenos, pero en otra parte cambios no son tan buenos. Pero la Biblia nos 

enseña que cambio ocurrirán. Y cuando Dios ordena estos cambios,  El nos dice “Que no tengamos miedo. Que 

seamos fuertes u valientes” según Josue 1:9. La belleza de la promesa de Dios en este verso   es  que aunque 

aunque experimentemos algunos cambios, ya sea cambio de vivienda, o cambio de estilo de vida o cambio de 

trabajo o escuelas, aun nuestros cuerpos mientras continuamos entrando en edad, estos cambio tomaran 

lugar. Lo que nunca cambiara es el hecho que Dios es fiel. Y que a donde nosotros vayamos,  ahí estará El con 

nosotros. 

Cambios ocurriran tarde o temprano. Pero cuando ocurra, tenemos que recordar que nuestros pensamientos 

no son los pensamientos de Dios. Así que necesitamos creer que aunque las cosas no tiene sentido para 

nosotros, Dios es el que nunca se equivoca. 

Todo estara bien! 

 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.  May was a 
better month and we have faith that God will always make a way.  We thank our members for their 
faithful commitments to the Lord, and above all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.   If 

you need to send in a tithe or offering check, please send it to the church at  
1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

JUNE EVENTS AND ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

 

July 5     Independence Day—Office closed 

July 7  7:00pm  Evangelism Meeting   Zoom call 

July 19 7:00pm  Health & Wellness meeting  Zoom call 

July 20-22 6:15-8:15pm Vacation Bible School   Skyland campus 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

7/5 

Sheila Cook 

Arabella Crawford 

James Crawford 

7/6 
Will Morgan 

Sybil Turner 

7/8 Skylar Jackson 

7/9 Marisol Serrano 

7/10 Andrea Bibiano 

7/11 Megan Jackson 

7/12 Nauj Bibiano 

7/14 Jernard Jones 

7/17 Susan Moody 

7/18 Ashlyn Moody 

7/21 Melissa Wise 

7/24 Jim Pirkle 

7/30 Ian Medford 



 

The Administrative Council met on Sunday, June 27 for a called meeting to discuss when and how to 

reinstate mid-week dinner and activities.  We thank all those church members who submitted survey 

responses in preparation for this meeting.  Your input greatly helped guide our discussions and 

decisions.  Based on this feedback, prayer and discernment, the following was approved at the 

Admin Council meeting: 
 

• All Wednesday activities will resume on August 11th. 

• Dinner will continue to start at 6:00pm, though food will be served for a longer time frame to 

accommodate those who need extra time to get to church. 

• Dinner menus will include new foods to appeal to our growing and diversifying congregation. 

• Meals will include options each week for children and vegetarians. 

• Dinner prices will increase slightly to allow for more food, expanded menus, and more choice.  

The new prices will be set in July. 

• SPPR will hire a part-time cook to take the lead in food preparation. 

• Reservations will continue to be requested to help make sure we have enough food. 

 

We can’t wait to see everyone  

back in August!  
 

New Schedule for Wednesday Night Activities  

We will kick it off with Promotion Sunday on August 1st.  Everyone should come to the Sanctuary 

at 10:15 to find out what classes they will be in and the location (some changes have been made).  

All Sunday School classes will begin August 8th at 10:15am.  Kids will be assigned to a class by 

the grade they will be when school starts back in August.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES RESUME IN AUGUST 

CLASS TEACHER LOCATION 

Walter Murphy—Adults Jim Pirkle Parlor 

Fellowship—Adults Meade Morgan Library 

Journey—Adults Margie Morgan Room 204 

Bible Basics—Adults Cathy Wages Room 306 

High School (Grades 9-12) Katie Wages Room 303 

Middle School (Grades 5-8) Jennifer Turner Room 308 

Grades 2-4 Mary Freeman Room 312 

PreK—1st Grade Amy Medford Room 314  



 

We are delighted to announce that we are able to hold an in person ‘mini’ Vacation Bible School this year.  

Tuesday-Thursday, July 20-22   6:15—8:15pm  

Kids from Pre-K through 5th grade can join us for this Discovery on Adventure Island 

where they will discover clues to learning how God’s light shines in the lives of 

familiar Biblical characters in the Old and New Testament stories.  

We would greatly appreciate it if parents would email Ms. Candace and let her know 

if your kids will be coming, so that we can have an accurate count for snacks and 

supplies.  If anyone in the congregation is interesting in coming to help, email Ms. 

Candace as well; she would love to have you.     marie122280@yahoo.com 

NEW DIRECTORY 

The New Skyland Directory has been printed and 

emailed to members.  Hard copies will be also 

available on Sunday mornings in the Chapel, 

Narthex or from the office. 

Journey Sunday School Class / Young Adult Pool Party  

at Pete and Kristen Wages’ house on  

Saturday, August 14 from 4-7 pm.   

More details to come. 

Skyland UMC 

2021  

DIRECTORY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY—VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

This weekly study led by Cathy Wages will resume on August 17th at 9:30am in Room 204.  

We will pick back up on our study of Hosea by Jennifer Rothschild and then decide on the 

next study to follow that.  This Bible study is open to anyone who wants to go deeper into 

the Word of God.   Contact Cathy Wages if you have any questions or need more info.  

wages6@comcast.net 

We are putting out a call for funds to replenish our SUMCEL (Skyland United 

Methodist Church Emergency Love) fund.  This fund is to help active Skyland 

members (for at least one year) who are in need.  We’ve helped several 

members over the past few years and now we need to build the fund back up.  

If you are able and willing to help with this, please send donations marked 

‘SUMCEL’ on the memo line. 



 

The Missions Committee sponsored a trip on June 29th to honor our Brookhaven Police Department with 
awesome gift baskets to show our appreciation for their service.  The baskets included cards (shown below) 

about Skyland and information on how we could pray for them if they got in contact. The group included 
Helen Pirkle, Tiffany, Harrison and Jefferson Morton, Pastor José and A.J. Rodriguez, Kristen, Sarah, Hannah 

and Sam Wages.  Pastor Miguel is signing up for a Ride-Along with the Brookhaven Police in the near future!! 

MISSIONS  



 

Check out Skyland’s YouTube Worship music page!!   
Now every individually recorded song is accessible here divided into 

 Contemporary & Traditional. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFiSlVrG8Bl1X_9w-xG_ZFQ 
 

We are highlighting two options available in Rightnow.org this month that may interest you.  
 

IF: Trading your ’If Only’ Regrets for God’s ’What If’ 
possibilities by Mark Battersea 

 

If is a powerful little word. Some people are stuck in "if only," trudging through 
lives marked with regret. But God wants us to live lives marked with possibilities, 

with the "what if" attitude that looks forward to the future with confidence. Why? 
Because the answer to "If God is for us, who can be against us?" is "No one." God is 

always on our side. Every day, in every way.  
With his trademark enthusiasm and contagious joy, Mark Batterson helps us 

overcome feelings of guilt, fear, and doubt because in Christ there is no 
condemnation. Unpacking the promises of Romans 8, he shows us that we are 

more than conquerors—right now and forever. And because of that, the 
possibilities for our lives are limitless.  

 

40 Verses to Ignite Your Faith 
           by Laurie Polich Short 

Many of us have our "go to" verses. The ones we memorize, post on social 
media, and hang on our walls.  But sometimes we need a fresh word or 
promise for the season we find ourselves in-something that ignites our 
faith in the face of fear, doubt, loneliness, insecurity, or overwhelming 

circumstances.   In this powerful study, author and speaker Laurie Short 
mines the Scriptures and guides you through insights and promises from 
40 verses we often overlook. Digging in to these "in between" verses, she 
unearths fresh wisdom, guidance, and encouragement that will help you 

seek and experience God in new, dynamic ways. From trusting God's 
timing, to not worrying about the future, to holding on to faith when 

things look dark, the hidden insights found in these sessions will help you 
navigate the challenges that cross your path, breathe new life into your weary 

soul, and ignite your faith once again. 
 

Don’t forget that there is a great deal of excellent material available at Rightnow.org for Bible Study, 
devotionals and videos for all age groups.  You’ll have access to some of our favorite authors such as Francis 

Chan, Max Lucado, Jennie Allen, Tony Evans, Louie Giglio; kids shows such as Veggie Tales and Bibleman, 
Youth materials from Francis Chan, Matt Chandler and Kyle Idleman and many more; even Finance studies 

from Dave Ramsey and others.  Best of all, it is absolutely free to our 
members.   If you would like to be given login ability to access this 

material, please email Eleanor Flanagan at 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com or call her at 404-316-6637  

   PROGRAM AREAS 

 

 



friends of Matt Hurd, Christy Eash and Kapri 

Family members of Tom and Mary Foster: 

 Sally Foster, Penny Kesler, Ronnie Holland 

Ottley Clark  

John Upchurch 

Pastor Miguel's friend, Jerry Beach 

Six year old Izzy - friend of the Flanagans 

Pastor Jose and family.   

Pastor Miguel and family 

Laura Flanagan 

Sherry Bell  

Julietta Munoz 

Bob Norman 

Tom Baker 

Barbara Snipe's son-in-law, Darren Mitchell 

Wanda Miller's daughter, Lisa Holland 

Katrina Toohey's relative, Frances Pugh 

Mildred Bryson's family 

Our Nation 

 

 

  
 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

Skyland is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive  

Thursday, Aug 19th from 10am to 3pm 
 

Please let your family and friends know they can sign up 
now for our next blood drive The Red Cross - needs to 

collect more than 13,000 blood donations and more than 
2,500 platelet donations each day. The blood collected by 

the Red Cross helps millions of patients in over  2,500 
hospitals and other facilities across the country.  84 percent of blood donations are given at blood 
drives - hosted by generous sponsoring organizations like Skyland UMC.  There's a critical need for 

blood donations in our community due to COVID and your support can help patients currently 
battling the virus. All blood donations will be tested for 
COVID antibodies and every precaution will be taken to 

ensure your safety. Sign up today and please share this with 
your friends and family to help us reach 25 donors! 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-
results?zipSponsor=skylandumc  

 

 


