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      EASY BUTTON 

 

Many of us would like to have an easy button.  When pressed, it simply says… “That was easy!”  

We all know that the past year has been anything but easy with Covid, shutdowns and people 

struggling in general to make it through this pandemic.  Well, I can’t offer you an easy button… 

because the reality is that things in life are not easy. What I can offer you is what has helped me get 

through this past year and that is the promises of scripture.  

Jesus knew that life would not be easy; that there 

would be those days in which we would want to quit and 

throw in the towel; days in which we would be given to 

despair, fear and even doubt. In those not so easy days, He 

wanted us to know the truth about our situation. He said: 

 

“The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will 

be scattered, each one to his home, and you will leave Me 

alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is with Me. I 

have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace.  

In the world you face persecution. But take courage;  

I have conquered the world!”   John 16:32-33   

 

If that doesn’t describe our situation in many ways during this past year, I don’t know what does.  

We have been scattered each one to our homes at times leaving the Lord, the church and the faith 

behind to deal with the not so easy situations we have faced.  Jesus reminds us that in the world we 

would face persecution and that persecution clearly comes in many forms including a pandemic. But 

He also tells us that we should take courage when the world comes against us because He has already 

conquered the world!  

This might not be an easy button, but it is as close as it gets to one. Every time we feel beaten 

down by a situation, we need to remember that Jesus has already overcome the world. That His life is 

our life, that His grace is our grace and that because of this we can have peace.  

When Jesus was raised from the dead he said to His disciples “Peace be with you.” Today, you 

might not have an easy button. but you do have a peace button. It is the reassurance that Jesus is with 

you, that He’ll never leave you or forsake you and that when you feel yourself running out of that 

peace you can go back to the Prince of peace for more. Never forget you serve the One who has 

conquered the world! 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking.  
James 1:5 (NLT) 
 

     Many of you might not know this about me, but school was not my greatest joy. Ok, 
who am I kidding???   I never liked school - lol.  I was always in trouble for being the 
class clown, plus I never had good study habits and I never tested well.   The last time I 
was in a classroom was in seminary back in 2002.  That was challenging because I was a 
full time Pastor plus a father of three little girls.  My wife knew no English at that time 
and since my family depended on me, I put my studies on hold until one of my 
daughters reached middle school at least.  Suddenly God shifted gears for us and we 
were given the opportunity to serve in the UMC conference. It was a fresh start for me.   
Part of the process of being licensed as a Local Pastor is completing Licensing School 
and then enrolling in a Course of Study for Local Pastors.  As a child, I learned English 
before I did Spanish. But this is not the case in Biblical terms as I was saved, called and discipled in Puerto Rico which 
means that my primary Theological language is Spanish.   So I had to decide if I was going to take this Course of 
Study in English or Spanish. After much prayer I felt led to challenge myself and take the course in English.  Once I 
started with Bible Intro, I found myself clueless with these instructions.  I thought to myself, “this was a mistake.” I 
was discouraged, worried and hopeless because I felt like fish out of water.  Then I remembered my last sermon in 
my former church titled “On the Sideline” and remembered the verse of James 1:5. I asked God for forgiveness for 
putting Him on the sideline and then I asked for help.  After I prayed this prayer, God, was immediately guiding me 
through all these assignments that I thought were impossible. He help me continuously and I am now working on 
my final Module for the first course way ahead of deadline.  

 If you ask God for help, He will help. There is no such thing as an insignificant prayer.  
Let us never think that God does not take a simple prayer seriously. He does great things with simple steps.  

 

Santiago 1:5  (NTV) 
 “Si necesitan sabiduría, pídansela a nuestro generoso Dios, y él se la dará; no los reprenderá por pedirla.” 
 
Muchos de ustedes pueden que conozcan esto de mi que la escuela no era mi área de gozo. OK a quien voy a 
engañar??? Nunca me gusto la escuela jaja! Siempre estaba en problemas  por ser el payaso del salón, mas nunca 
tuve buen habito de estudio sin mencionar que nunca sacaba buena calificación en los exámenes 
La ultima vez que estaba en un salon de clases, fue en el año 2002 en el seminario. Eso fue retante porque ya estaba 
como pastor a tiempo completo mas era padre de tres niñas que estaban pequeñas. Mi esposa no hablaba Ingles. 
Como mi familia dependía de mi, aguante mis estudios hasta que una de mis niñas alcanzara a cursar la escuela 
intermedia.  Luego de ahi Dios cambio el curso donde se me brindo la oportunidad para servir con la conferencia 
Metodista. Fue un nuevo comienzo.  Parte del proceso para obtener la licencia como Pastor Local es de completar la 
escuela de licenciatura y luego, matricularme para un Curso de Estudios para Pastores Locales.  Cuando niño, yo 
aprendi Ingles antes que el Español. Pero este no es el caso en términos Bíblicos ya que fui salvo, llamado y 
discipulado en Puerto Rico lo cual quiere decir que mi idioma teológico primario es Español.  Asi que tuve que 
decidir si iba a tomar este curso en Ingles o en Español. Depues de orar, sento la dirección de retarme a mi mismo 
de tomar el curso en Ingles.   En cuanto comence Introduccion de la Biblia, me encontre muy perdido en estas 
instrucciones. Pensé y me dije “esto fue un error. Estaba desanimado, preocupado y desesperanzado porque mes 
sentía como pez fuera de agua.  Luego me recorde de mi ultima predica en mi ultima iglesia lo cual titule “Dios En 
Las Afueras” y recordé el pasaje de Santiago 1:5. Le pedí perdón a Dios por dejarlo en las afueras y le pedí ayuda. 
Después de orar, Dios, inmediatamente me estaba guiando en todas estas tareas lo cual vi imposible. Al punto 
donde estoy trabajando mi ultimo Modulo de este primer curso muy adelantado a la fecha limite.  

Si le pides ayuda a Dios. El te va a ayudar. No existe, para Dios, una oración insignificante.  

No pensemos que Dios no toma en serio una oración sencilla. Dios hace de lo sencillo, cosas grandes. 

 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.  March was 
a great month and we thank our members for their faithful commitments to the Lord,  

and above all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.      
 If you need to send in a tithe or offering check,  please send it to the church at  

1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

MAY EVENTS AND ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

 

May 3  7:00pm Trustees meeting    Zoom call 

May 7  7:00pm Songs & Sweets under the Stars  Lower parking lot 

May 17 7:00pm Health & Wellness meeting  Zoom call 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

5/1 Ramon Matias 

5/2 Matt & Tiffany Morton 

5/3 
Bonnie Brown 

Abby Wages 

5/6 Jesse Turner 

5/7 Sabrina Crawford 

5/9 Jimmy Boyd, II 

5/12 Keith & Terri Ellis 

5/14 
Adam & Megan Jackson 

Dustin & Melissa Wise 

5/15 
Dan Toohey 

Tim & Eleanor Flanagan 

5/16 John Borg 

5/17 Will & Jenny Morgan 

5/19 Philip & Katie Wages 

5/20 John & Brenda Borg 

5/21 Katherine Jackson 

5/24 Salvador & Lucy Mendoza 

5/25 Ben Wages 

5/26 

David Flanagan 

Isaac Mendoza 

Josh & Kayla Burt 



 

Starting this Sunday, May 2nd, the following changes will be made for attending  
in-person worship services on Sunday mornings: 

 

• The Traditional Worship Service will resume in the Chapel at 9:00 am.  

• The Spanish Contemporary Service will be held in the Youth Room and return to 11:00 am.   

• Child care will be provided for children in Kindergarten through 6th grade for the two 11:00 

services.  Children will start the morning participating in either the English or 

Spanish Contemporary services and be dismissed mid-service to Room 204 for indoor and 

outdoor activities.  All children will be required to wear face masks. 

• The nursery (infant to 4 years old) is still not offered on Sunday mornings. We hope to open it 

within the next 30 to 60 days. 

• Pre-registration is no longer required to attend services.  All congregants will check-in at 

stations outside their worship rooms, during which each person will sign in and submit 

to temperature checks.  While signing up ahead of time is no longer needed, we do want a 

record of everyone in attendance for contact tracing, if needed. 

• The two 11:00 services will be live-streamed and recorded.  Audio devices with sermon and 

music recordings will be available for all those who can’t attend the 9:00 traditional services. 

• Masks (covering the mouth and nose) and social distancing are still required for all 

congregants attending any activity on Sundays. 

With these changes, we’re excited to make it easier for more 

people to attend on Sunday mornings.  Skyland UMC will 

continue to offer more activities as people get fully vaccinated 

and we get closer to herd immunity.  Thank you for your patience 

as we move forward while keeping everyone healthy! 

 
 

New Schedule for Sunday Services and COVID Guidelines  

NEW DIRECTORY 
 

We plan to put out a new 2021 Skyland 

directory in May.  If  your address, email or 

contact information 

has changed since June of  2019, please send 

those changes to us at 

sumchurchoffice@gmail.com or  

call Eleanor at 404-316-6637. 



TRUSTEES UPDATE 

 

We are so grateful that we are able to meet in the Sanctuary this year on Mother's Day!  Because of Covid 
precautions, we do not have an acceptable way to get Mother's Day forms to those who are attending in 

person.  However, we can still honor the women in our lives while raising money for the  
Methodist Children's Home (now known as Wellroot).  

 

A donation of $1 per name is requested to honor your wife, mother, grandmother, sister or any other special 
woman in your life.  As always, the money will go entirely to support the work of the UM Children's 

Home.  We will just need to be a little more creative in making this happen.   
        Please send the names to me in any of the following ways: 
 

 If you attend church on Sunday morning, place your list and donation in 
the Offering box in the Narthex 
 Email to:  sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 
 Mail to the church at: 1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319 
 Mail to my house:  4073 Briarglade Way, Atlanta, GA  30340       
(Mail must arrive by May 5th) 
 Call me on my cell phone:  404-316-6637 
 

For those who prefer to use email or call me to send in their lists, we are asking that you mail a check to the 
church (or drop it in the mailbox near the glass doors), use Paypal (remembering they charge us 3%) or use 

your bank's Billpay option to send a check. Please mark Mother's Day on the memo line. 
 

We will email publish the Mother's Day booklet on May 9th.  If anyone would like to have a hard copy mailed 
to them, I am happy to do that.   I am so grateful to everyone who is willing to do a just a little more  to bring 
a smile to those who read their names and raise money for the Children's home.  We raised $ 1,621 last year 

for the benefit of the Children's Home on the Mother and Father's Day booklets!!   Thank you and please 
don't hesitate to call me if I can help in any way. 

Many thanks to those who showed up on Friday, April 23 to spread 20 cubic yards of mulch to help make 

our Skyland campus so beautiful.  Pastor Miguel, Matt Hurd, Pete and Kristen Wages, Barbara Snipes, Frank 

Cook, Margie Morgan, Austin Flanagan and Laura Flanagan all pitched in to make this happen.  We also 

thank Barbara Snipes, Kristen, Sarah and Hannah Wages and Jenny, Wren and Lily Morgan for planting all 

the lovely flowers on our campus last month.  



 

Check out Skyland’s YouTube Worship music page!!   
Now every individually recorded song is accessible here divided into 

 Contemporary & Traditional. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFiSlVrG8Bl1X_9w-xG_ZFQ 
 

We are highlighting two options available in Rightnow.org this month that may interest you.  
 

This Changes Everything by Louie Giglio 
 

The goal is to have an encounter with Jesus Christ that is so 
powerful, and so transformational, that we go from being a 
scoffer to a servant of God.” James, the brother of Jesus had one 
of these moments… he must have, after all, he went from 
believing that his brother Jesus had lost his mind, to believing that 
He was the one true Lord and even dying for Him. In the series, 
This Changes Everything, Pastor Louie Giglio travels through the 
book of James and challenges us to open up our lives and let Jesus 
into the mix of all of it, to believe for an encounter with Him that 
will change everything.   
 

 
Fight Back With Joy by Dr. Margaret Feinberg 
 

Joy is stamped on coffee mugs, sewn onto decorative pillows—even displayed 
on dish soap. But what if there’s a deeper power and purpose to this mighty 

virtue?  Through vulnerable storytelling, a difficult diagnosis, and a good dose 
of humor, Margaret Feinberg reveals how joy is more than whimsy. It’s the 
weapon you can use to fight life’s battles. Fight Back With Joy will help you: 

Expand your joy threshold by awakening to God’s fierce love for you 
Escape fear and regret by applying biblical strategies to whatever crisis you’re 

facing.  Overcome depression as you reignite your imagination for laughter 
and celebration.Discover freedom from the past by learning how to turn 

mourning into joy Rise above endless demands and become more winsome, 
cheerful, and thankful No matter what your circumstances, you can practice 
defiant joy. When you do, you will embrace a life that’s richer and fuller than 

you’ve ever known before—a life radiant with joy. 
 

Don’t forget that there is a great deal of excellent material available at Rightnow.org for Bible Study, 
devotionals and videos for all age groups.  You’ll have access to some of our favorite authors such as Francis 

Chan, Max Lucado, Jennie Allen, Tony Evans, Louie Giglio; kids shows such as Veggie Tales and Bibleman, 
Youth materials from Francis Chan, Matt Chandler and Kyle Idleman and many more; even Finance studies 

from Dave Ramsey and others.  Best of all, it is absolutely free to our members.   If you would like to be given 
login ability to access this material, please email Eleanor Flanagan at 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com or call her at 404-316-6637. with your 

email address and she will get you connected.   

 

   PROGRAM AREAS 

 

 



  

Over 40 years ago at the age of 14, Rick Bonfim was ordained and appointed to his first 
church in Brazil. That was the beginning of Rick Bonfim Ministries (RBM). In Ephesians 
4:11-12 Paul defines an evangelist as a person called by God to serve. “And He gave 
some Evangelists…For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of faith and the knowledge of 
the Son of God…”   Our task is to support local pastors and to uplift the body of Christ 

through our gifts of ministry. Thus, our main purpose is to edify, build, and comfort the 
body of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Year after year, Rick speaks in churches and conferences 
in both the USA and Brazil. In addition to conducting multi-church events, Rick Bonfim 
Ministries (RBM) sponsors several conferences throughout the year. A multi-faceted 
Mission Program, Internship Program, and Seminars are the vehicles used to achieve our purpose. Besides our 

ministry in the United States, RBM manages a full-
time mission post in Niteroi, Brazil.  Seven to nine 
mission trips are scheduled throughout the year 

providing training in the following areas: 
Evangelism, Healing, Prayer, Discipling and 

Deliverance. 
  

Bonfim Ministries’ Rekindle the Flame 
Conference is a Holy Spirit event where 

hundreds of believers gather in the name of 
Jesus Christ expecting and anticipating an 

outpouring of healing, restoration and revival in 
their lives.   July 8 - 10, 2021 

The Classic Center, 301 N. Thomas St. 
Athens, GA 30601  

MISSIONS—RICK BONFIM MINISTRIES 

DON’T MISS THIS FUN OUTDOOR EVENT !!! 

YOU’RE INVITED!!   Friday, May 7 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
Songs and Sweets Under the Stars 

Atlanta Ice Cream Truck plus live music from Skyland's Praise Band 
Skyland’s Lower Parking Lot 

 

Bring your favorite lawn chair to this socially distanced event  
                                       and enjoy great frozen treats while you listen to the  
                                           Skyland Praise Band play our favorite songs!   

 
 

                                             50 kinds of ice cream   
                                              novelty products that         

                                            you won’t find in a   
                                           grocery store.  



Betty Jarrett  

Michael Webb 

Matt Hurd’s co-worker, Christine. 

Julietta Munoz 

Mary Freeman and family 

Family members of Tom and Mary Foster - Sally Foster,  

Penny Kesler, and Ronnie Holland. 

Dan Toohey 

Ottley Clark 

                     Wanda Miller's daughter, Lisa Holland 

Florence and Mary Montgomery 

friend of Matt Hurd, Christy Eash 

Pastor Jose and family 

John Upchurch 

Bill O’Donald 

Mildred Bryson’s family 

Pastor Miguel and family 

Six year old Izzy - friend of the Flanagan's 

Pastor Miguel's friend, Jerry Beach 

Sherry Bell 

Our Nation  

 

 

  
 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

Skyland is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive  

 Wednesday, June 9th from 10am to 3pm 
 

Please let your family and friends know they can sign up 
now for our next blood drive The Red Cross - needs to 

collect more than 13,000 blood donations and more than 
2,500 platelet donations each day. The blood collected by 

the Red Cross helps millions of patients in over  2,500 
hospitals and other facilities across the country.  84 percent of blood donations are given at blood 
drives - hosted by generous sponsoring organizations like Skyland UMC.  There's a critical need for 

blood donations in our community due to COVID and your support can help patients currently 
battling the virus. All blood donations will be tested for 
COVID antibodies and every precaution will be taken to 

ensure your safety. Sign up today and please share this with 
your friends and family to help us reach 25 donors! 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-
results?zipSponsor=skylandumc  

 

 


