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“Now you, Tattenai, governor of the province Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, and you, their associates, 

the envoys in the province Beyond the River, keep away; let the work on this house of God alone; let the 

governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews rebuild this house of God on its site. Moreover I make a decree 

regarding what you shall do for these elders of the Jews for the rebuilding of this house of God: the cost is to 

be paid to these people, in full and without delay, from the royal revenue, the tribute of the province Beyond 

the River. Whatever is needed—young bulls, rams, or sheep for burnt offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, 

salt, wine, or oil, as the priests in Jerusalem require—let that be given to them day by day without fail, so that 

they may offer pleasing sacrifices to the God of heaven, and pray for the life of the king and his children.”                                   

Ezra 6:6-10 

 Sunday March 7th, we will finally be able to reopen the church for public worship.  It is hard to 

believe it has been nearly a year since we have been shut down except for a couple of Sundays back in 

November. It has been a long time since the congregation of believers has been able to worship together 

in the Sanctuary that for so many years held pretty much uninterrupted services. Before we think this has 

never happened before, we must remember that this is not the first time the worship of God in the 

Temple has been interrupted.  

 In Ezra chapters 5 and 6, we hear about the rebuilding of the temple after it was destroyed by the 

Babylonians and many Jews were taken into exile for nearly 70 years. If you think a year is too long to be 

outside of the church building, imagine how these exiles felt after so many years in a foreign land 

knowing that the Temple had been torched and destroyed. The Persians conquered the Babylonian 

empire in 539 BCE and some of the Jews were allowed to return home to rebuild the temple. 

 As the temple was being rebuilt, Tattenai, governor of the province beyond the river, reported to 

the Persian King Darius that these temple builders were rebellious people. The verses above report the 

king’s response. After searching through the records, King Darius found the original decree letting the 

Jews return and rebuild the Temple and also approved the funding of the endeavor from the royal 

treasury. Those who sought to stop the building of the Temple ended up helping to pay for it! God 

provided everything needed as the Temple was a focal point for God’s worship and for the Jewish faith.   

 Today as we prepare to reopen the church for public worship, I feel like the Jews did back then. 

Returning to God’s house to worship as His people has special significance. The Temple played a key role 

in the lives of the people back then much like church plays a key 

role in our lives today. Even though we know that we are God’s 

temple and that the church is not just the building but the 

people, we also know that there is something sacred about 

establishing a place of worship for all generations to come 

worship the living God. May God bless our reopening with His 

presence and may our faith in Him be proclaimed and celebrated 

with joyful worship as we enter His courts with praise. 

March 2021 

 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

Matthew 17:14-20                                  Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy 

 At the foot of the mountain, a large crowd was waiting for them. A man came and knelt before Jesus and said,  “Lord, 
have mercy on my son. He has seizures and suffers terribly. He often falls into the fire or into the water.  So I brought him 
to your disciples, but they couldn’t heal him.”  Jesus said, “You faithless and corrupt people! How long must I be with you? 
How long must I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.”  Then Jesus rebuked the demon in the boy, and it left him. 
From that moment the boy was well.  Afterward the disciples asked Jesus privately, “Why couldn’t we cast out that 
demon?”   “You don’t have enough faith,” Jesus told them. “I tell you the truth, if you had faith even as small as a mustard 
seed, you could say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it would move. Nothing would be impossible.” 
 
As I read this passage this week, it stopped me dead on my tracks. I have been a servant of Christ for over 26 years; 25 in 
the ministry, preaching and teaching about Jesus; about His Love, about His power, about His faithfulness. I teach about 
faith, about trusting the Lord with everything we got. Preach about a God who is in control.  Last year, the world stopped 
because of a virus that has been unpredictable; which started to spread like a mustard seed.  Chaos took over as lives 
were being severely affected by this pandemic. A great number of them lost. The world was stunned to the point where 
we had to close the churches and start using Social Media platforms to continue to preach God’s Word.  Our attendance 
has been constantly high, and we have been working extremely hard to follow up with those who made decisions for 
Jesus Christ. Sounds good right?  
As I read this passage, I could not help but to ask the Lord: Is my faith bigger than my fear or is my fear bigger than my 
faith? Am I acting like these disciples who could not cast out the demon from this young man? Is Jesus ashamed of the 
fact that I limited His power?  I have struggled with this for several months now and as I evaluate myself over and over, I 
keep asking the same question. Do I believe that nothing is impossible for God?  I am not saying that I need to be 
careless. But I need to listen to the voice of the Spirit of God and pray that we soon go back to what the book of Psalm 
declares that How wonderful and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony! 
Let us all pray that God will lead us and help us! My faith needs to be greater than my fear! 

Mateo 17:14-20     Jesús sana a un muchacho endemoniado 
 Cuando llegaron a la multitud, un hombre se acercó a Jesús y se arrodilló delante de él.   Señor, ten compasión de mi hijo. 
Le dan ataques y sufre terriblemente. Muchas veces cae en el fuego o en el agua. 16 Se lo traje a tus discípulos, pero no 
pudieron sanarlo.  ¡Ah, generación incrédula y perversa! respondió Jesús. ¿Hasta cuándo tendré que estar con ustedes? 
¿Hasta cuándo tendré que soportarlos? Tráiganme acá al muchacho.   Jesús reprendió al demonio, el cual salió del 
muchacho, y este quedó sano desde aquel momento.   Después los discípulos se acercaron a Jesús y, en privado, le 
preguntaron: ¿Por qué nosotros no pudimos expulsarlo?  Por la poca fe que tienen les respondió. Les aseguro que, si 
tuvieran fe tan pequeña como un grano de mostaza, podrían decirle a esta montaña: “Trasládate de aquí para allá”, y se 
trasladaría. Para ustedes nada sería imposible. 
 

Leia este pasaje y me detuvo en seco. He sido siervo de Cristo por masa de 26 años, 25 de estos en ministerio, predicando 
y enseñando acerca de Jesus. De Su amor, Su poder, Su fidelidad. Enseño acerca de tener fe, de confiar en el Señor con 
todas nuestras fuerzas. Predico de un Dios quien esta en control.  El año pasado el mundo se detuvo por un virus lo cual 
fue bien impredecible lo cual comenzó a regarse como una semilla de mostaza. Caos tomo lugar mientras vidas estaban 
siendo severamente afectadas por esta pandemia. Un gran numero de estas fueron perdidas. El mundo fue impactado al 
punto que las iglesias tuvieron que ser cerradas y las redes sociales ser utilizadas para que la Palabra de Dios fuese 
predicada.   Las asistencias a nuestros servicios han sido constantemente altas y hemos estado trabajando arduamente 
para dar seguimiento con aquellos quienes toaron decisión para Cristo. ¿Suena bien verdad? 
Al leer este pasaje, y otros relacionados, no pude evitar preguntarle a Dios. ¿Es mi fe más grande que mi temor o es mi 
temor más grande que mi fe? ¿Estoy actuando como estos discípulos quienes no pudieron echar fuera al demonio que 
atormentaba al joven de la historia? ¿Esta Jesús avergonzado de mi por haber limitado Su poder?    
Este ha sido mi lucha por varios meses y mientras me evalúo una y otra vez, sigo haciéndome la misma pregunta. ¿Creo 
yo que nada es imposible para Dios?  No digo que debo de es un descuidado. Pero  nesecito escuchar la voz del Espíritu 
de Dios y orar que pronto regresemos a lo que declara el Salmista cuando dijo Cuan bueno y delicioso es habitar los hermanos 
juntos en armonía! 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.  January 

was a good month.  We thank our members for their faithful commitments to the Lord, but above 

all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.      

 If you need to send in a tithe or offering check,  please send it to the church at  

1850 Skyland Terrace, Brookhaven, GA  30319  or you may use Paypal.  

MARCH EVENTS AND ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

 

 7:00pm Monday  March 1  Trustees Meeting 

 6:00pm Thursday  March 4  Worship Meeting 

 7:00pm Monday  March 8  SPR Meeting 

 9-11am Saturday  March 13  Refuge Coffee Event 

 7:00pm Monday  March 15  Health & Wellness Meeting 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 3/1 Londyn McClarity 

3/5 Yvonne Norman 

3/6 Jon & Jenny Sorenson 

3/7 Cindy Shelfer 

3/8 Jenny Morgan 

3/9 Nella Jones 

3/10 
Alex Rodriguex (AJ) 
Marilyn Webb 

3/11 Sarah Bryson 

3/14 Joan Iddins 

3/15 John Upchurch 

3/16 Anna Vélez Miranda 

3/18 
Lucy Mendoza 
Jernard & Harmony Jones 

3/20 Perry & Cindy Shelfer 

3/23 Adonai Mendoza 

3/24 Jo Levy 

3/25 Mariana Bibiano 

3/27 Kayla Dixon 

3/29 Romelle Hut 



We are returning to a limited re-opening for the English worship service starting on Sunday, March 7th.  Fifty 
people will be able to participate in person, but must pre-register in order to reserve a space.  These are the 
instructions for signing up and checking in at the church on the morning of worship: 
 

Church Service Registration Instructions: 
 

 Go to https://skylandumc.churchcenter.com/ and select “Login.” 
 Enter your cell phone number. 
 Enter the 6-digit code sent to your phone. 
 Enter your contact information if it’s your first time logging into the system or confirm your name. 
 Click “Events.” 
 Select the service date you’d like to attend. 
 Click the “Register” button. 
 Select or add every person by name who will attend the service 
 Enter your address, phone, and email for the first time.  The system will save this moving forward. 
 Click “Complete Registration” 
 
An email confirmation will be sent to you once completed.  You can click “View Registration” in the email to edit 
your reservation.   Call (404-634-6209) or email the church (sumchurchoffice@gmail.com) if you do not have 
web access or need assistance registering. 
 

Before attending the service: 
 

• Arrive by 10:45 am. 
• Make sure no one in your family or group has a fever or any symptoms of COVID-19. 
• Bring a mask for every person in your group. 
• Bring your own Bible. 
 

Check-In Procedures: 
) Put on masks before exiting your car. 
) Go to the registration table outside the new wooden double-doors leading in the Main Sanctuary narthex. 
) Give the names of all the people on your registration to the attendant. 
) Submit to a temperature check. 
) Use hand sanitizer. 
) Follow an usher to your seat. 
 

While on church grounds - both inside the building AND outside: 
 

 Keep your mask on at all times covering your mouth AND nose - this is true for people who’ve had COVID-19 
and/or have been vaccinated. 

 Please maintain at least 6 feet distance from others. 
 Do not make physical contact with people outside your group. 
 Allow only two people in the bathrooms at a time. 
 Only congregate and visit outside the building once the service has ended. 
 Follow all directions on signs, given during the service, and provided by service volunteers. 
 

Both the English and Spanish language services will continue to be broadcast live for those who choose 
to remain at home on Sunday mornings.   

HEALTH AND WELLNESS TASK FORCE: 



 

Check out Skyland’s YouTube Worship music page!!   
Now every individually recorded song is accessible here divided into 

 Contemporary & Traditional. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFiSlVrG8Bl1X_9w-xG_ZFQ 
 

We are highlighting two options available in Rightnow.org this month that may interest you.  
 

Breath on a Page: Why the Word of God is the Way of Life 
by Louie Giglio 

Scripture is not just ink on a page; it is God's breath in our hands. It is more 

than a manual for life; it is God exhaling His love for mankind to guide us away 

from the worst and toward the best.  Breath on a Page dives into what makes 

Scripture so remarkable and different from any other text in history. In this 

series, Pastor Louie Giglio explains why Scripture is the most precious thing 

we can hold on this earth, and celebrates the living connection we have to its 

author, the Creator of the universe.  Scripture is the book that brings life and 

ends death. It is the greatest story ever told: a story of resolve, redemption, 

and restoration that centers on Jesus.   5 Part Series    

   Finding Deep & Wide by Shellie Tomlinson 

 

Along comes a study daring us not to settle for anything less than the Bible 
promises. With her signature Southern warmth and poignant storytelling, Shellie 
Rushing Tomlinson retells familiar Bible stories and recasts them in a grace-filled 

way that will help you see the life Jesus offers you so freely. Her honest, heartfelt, 
and often hilarious stories of family life in Louisiana reveal Shellie's own journey 
from being a rule-following Christian to discovering "the joy of dying to all that 

trying." In Finding Deep and Wide, Shellie invites you to stop trying to please God, 
and be beautifully transformed by Him instead.  We’re meant to live in such 

ongoing satisfaction in Jesus and transformation by Jesus that others are drawn 
to Him through us―and all without joining a convent, hauling our sleeping bags 
to church, or barricading ourselves in the bathroom with our Bibles and prayer 

journals. The truth is that we can invest in all those religious activities and still be 
God-starved refugees going through the motions unless we learn how to trust 

Jesus to do in us what God asks of us.   

 
 

Don’t forget that there is a great deal of excellent material available at Rightnow.org for Bible Study, 
devotionals and videos for all age groups.  You’ll have access to some of our favorite authors such as Francis 

Chan, Max Lucado, Jennie Allen, Tony Evans, Louie Giglio; kids shows such as Veggie Tales and Bibleman, 
Youth materials from Francis Chan, Matt Chandler and Kyle Idleman and many more; even Finance studies 

from Dave Ramsey and others.  Best of all, it is absolutely free to our members.   If you would like to be given 
login ability to access this material, please email Eleanor Flanagan at 

sumchurchoffice@gmail.com or call her at 404-316-6637 with your email 
address and she will get you connected.   

 

   PROGRAM AREAS 

 

 



MISSIONS 
 

This month, we will focus on Refuge Coffee and their goals and 
mission.  

Would you like a cup of coffee? Even on paper, you can feel the 
warmth and hospitality in that question. It’s a gesture with a 

universal meaning: You are welcome here.  
 

At a small coffee shop in Clarkston, Georgia, you hear that 
question asked in imperfect English with accents from around 
the world. The employees at Refuge Coffee know how it feels 
to long for a welcoming word. As do many of their customers, who have fled war and violence, to come to a 

place where language and culture are among many of the challenges they face.  
 

One key goal of Refuge Coffee is to create a safe space for people to get to know their refugee neighbors.   
"We want to connect people. We want refugees to get to know Americans who live all around them. We 
want Americans who don't know a thing about refugees to get to know them," says founder Kitti Murray.  

"And we see it over and over again that real friendships are made 
over one cup of coffee." 

 

Since the 1980s, up to 2,500 refugees have been resettled annually 
in Clarkston, GA, a little city on the edge of Atlanta that TIME 

magazine called "the most diverse square mile in the country." 
From over 145 countries, survivors of war and famine arrive right 

here in Atlanta's backyard. And it is a struggle from day one to 
create a home here.   

 

To help create job opportunities for refugees, Refuge Coffee founder Kitti Murray and her husband Bill 
refurbished a 1986 Chevy delivery truck and turned it into a mobile coffee 

van. They parked at an old gas station in the heart of the refugee population. 
Their initial plan was a coffee place operated by refugees for refugees, but it 

grew into something much more.  
The city of Clarkston rallied around Refuge Coffee, which has become a hot 
spot for both locals and refugees. Where once a gas station stood, now is a 
converted coffee house, a safe space decorated with artwork from around 

the world. Refuge Coffee’s dream was realized: a Coffee Shop in the heart of 
Clarkston that reflects the true heart of the city, a veritable mash-up of 

Asian/African/Arabic/American cultures. 
 

As word spread about Refuge Coffee, the Murrays outfitted a second mobile 
coffee truck for catering and service around the greater Atlanta area. With a 

second truck, their goal was to reach as far as they can. Every party and 
event, every community served became an opportunity to make a positive 

impression.  "What we get to do is tell the rest of the world a more beautiful 
and more accurate refugee story," 

Murray said. 
"You get to show people that 
refugees are benefits to the 

community, that they are not scary, 
dangerous people, that they offer a 

lot to our world." 
 



 

(Missions continued)                                         More Than Good Coffee 
 

Refuge Coffee runs a one-year full-time training program for refugees. These living-wage jobs also come with 
English classes, a business mentorship program and entrepreneur training. Syrian refugee Ahmed Alzoukani started 

with Refuge Coffee two weeks after arriving in Clarkston, Georgia.   "So it's not just like a job, it's like home," 
Alzoukani said. "It's like a mother who provides you help and care for a year to get you on your feet." 

 

Alzoukani returned a year after his training to become the catering manager. Now he works with the new 
employees to help them also achieve their American dreams.In addition to training resettled refugees, Refuge 

Coffee has created a place of refuge for unique cultures to tell their stories and share their lives. And here is where 
you discover the biggest, deepest why of Refuge Coffee. To read more stories from Refuge Coffee’s employees and 

to learn more about the company, please visit refugecofeeco.com. 
 

Coming to Skyland 
 

We are excited to announce that the Refuge Coffee truck is coming 
to Skyland Church on Saturday, March 13th from 10am to 12pm.  

 
The event will be in the 

lower church parking lot. 
Come grab a cup of coffee 

(and donut) and participate 
in socially distanced 

fellowship! 
 

BACKPACK BUDDY NEWS 

We are so excited that the schools will be reopening very soon.  We will be working with 

the counselors at John Lewis Elementary to resume our BPB program at the earliest 

opportunity.   You may remember that the purpose of Backpack Buddies is to provide 

enough food for a child identified by the school counselors as ‘food insecure’ to feed 

him/her over the weekend.    Over the first few weeks in December, we will be 

reorganizing our ‘pantry’ and getting in supplies to begin  providing the school  with 

weekly food bags.  In the near future, we will let you know when we can begin having 

the monthly packing sessions.  If you would like to help with this or have any questions, 

please contact Eleanor Flanagan 404-316-6637 or sumchurchoffice@gmail.com.  If you 

are not able to help in person, you may donate funds to help us purchase the food we 

provide to the kids experiencing food insecurity.   Just mark your check ‘BPB’.  

HOLY WEEK EVENTS 
 

On Palm Sunday (3/28), we will celebrate with  

palms for all.  Services for Maundy Thursday (4/1) and  

Good Friday (4/2) will most likely be pre-recorded  

and posted on line.   Pastor Miguel may be reaching  

out to some of you to participate by                                          

recording a Scripture reading.   
 

On Easter Sunday, we will have our Sunrise Service at 7:00am on the front lawn  

and our 11am in-person (limited) in the Sanctuary. 
 

**Schedule Subject to Change: please confirm times on Facebook, email or website closer to Holy Week'  



Sarah Bryson 

Mary Freeman and family 

Matt Hurd 

Brenda Borg 

Florence and Mary Montgomery 

friends of the Tooheys: Faye Donner, Nancy Badertscher, 

Melissa Sargent, Anne Sargent 

friend of Matt Hurd: Christy Eash 

 

Pastor Jose and Family 

Pastor Miguel and Family 

John Upchurch 

Bill O'Donald 

Mildred Bryson's daughter, Shelia 

friend of the Flanagan's: six year old Izzy 

Sherry Bell 

friend of Pastor Miguel: Jerry Beach 

our Nation 

 

 

  
 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

Skyland is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive  
 Wednesday, April 1st  from 10am to 3pm 

   in the Dining Room.   
 

Please let your family and friends know they can sign up now 
for our next blood drive next Wednesday, April 1st! There's a 

critical need for blood donations in our community due to 
COVID and your support can help patients currently battling 

the virus. All blood donations will be tested for COVID 
antibodies and every precaution will be taken to ensure your 

safety. Sign up today and please share this with your friends and 
family to help us reach 25 donors! 

 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?
zipSponsor=skylandumc  

           Refuge Coffee Truck             Saturday, March 13  

from 10 am to 12 noon        Lower church parking lot 
 

Come grab a cup of coffee (and a donut) and participate in socially 

distanced fellowship!   Refuge Coffee is a Clarkston based company  

that supports its refugee neighbors. 

YOU ARE INVITED! 

SPECIAL EVENTS 


