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 It is hard to believe that January is already gone and we are looking at the beginning of Lent. 

Ash Wednesday this year falls on February 17th and marks the beginning of this important season of 

the Christian year. A time of repentance and penitence, Lent leads us though forty days of reflection 

as we head towards Holy Week and ultimately Easter.  

 When Jesus turned towards Jerusalem to begin his final journey to the Holy city to give His life 

for us, I wonder how many memories flooded His mind about His experiences with His disciples. His 

earthly ministry was coming to a head and yet His love was for His disciples and His concern was not 

for Himself, but for us: how we would handle the cross, how we would deal with His passion and 

sacrifice, how we would respond to his selfless act of love.  

 This year as we go through Lent we have much to be thankful for and much to pray about. As 

we set aside time to do Lenten devotionals, I want to invite you to count your blessings. As part of 

your reflection time, I want you to journal daily something you are thankful for. Try to be specific. 

Avoid general statements such as “Family” “Health” or “Finances”. Name your blessings fully by 

putting details with your statement of thanksgiving each day. For example, one of mine will be a 

thanksgiving to God for providing us a Sienna minivan as a new family vehicle after months of 

searching and praying. As you do this, my hope is that you will realize how blessed you are and how 

much God has been taking care of you during these trying times. Remember to be thankful for the 

intangible things that have no price or earthly value, but which have eternal significance. Things like 

time with loved ones and wisdom gained through prayer. Remember to count the times God did not 

give you what you wanted but what you needed.  Before you go to requesting more of the Lord, 

pause to express your thanksgiving for all He has already done… specially what He did for us in and 

through Jesus.  All roads during Lent lead to Jerusalem, to the cross, to the tomb and finally to the 

empty grave…and the big revelation of the season is that we are already blessed because Jesus 

already did it all for us.  May his grace continue to be sufficient for us every day. 
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From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

Isaiah 6:1  It was in the year King Uzziah died that I saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty throne, and the train 
of His robe filled the Temple. 
 
By reading this one verse I realize that it begins 

talking about a loss of life. When someone one loses 

a loved one, what makes the mark is the absence of 

the physical presence of the person who transitions 

from this earth to their eternal home. (We suffer 

those losses, of course.)  I couldn’t help but to think 

on all the people who have lost loved ones this past 

year. Some due to COVID; other for different reasons.  

Here I read about the death of King Uzziah. A man with high authority in Judah where he was king, had lost his 

life.   In that year Isaiah said that he had seen the Lord. Not only did he see the Lord, but he saw Him sitting on 

a lofty throne.   Two things speak to me in this verse:  

One is that God sits in His throne. That means that all He has planned is already done.  Your blessing is already 

done.  His plan for you is already done and so on. These will manifest in God’s perfect time. 

The second thing is that the longer the train of the kings’ robes, the more power and authority they had.  Isaiah 

declares that the train of God’s robe filled the temple. We are the temple of the Holy Spirit, which means that 

you and I, along with our household are covered and protected by the authority and power of the living King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords.  So, don’t worry. God has you in His care! Excited? I am!! 

En este pasaje que les comparto comienza hablando de una muerte. Cuando se habla de muerte es la ausencia 

de la presencia física de alguien quien transita de este mundo a su destino eterno. 

Es ironico para mi porque durante este pasado año lo mas que se excuchaba era de perdidas de vida de seres 

quienes amamos quienes ya no están. Ya sea por COVID o por cualquier otra causa. Son procesos dolorosos. 

Aquí en este pasaje vemos que Uzias quien era rey de Juda, había fallecido. En ese mismo año Isaias dice que 

vio al Señor sentado en un trono y que las orlas de su manto llenaban el templo. 

Hay dos cosas que este versículo me habla:  

Primero que Dios esta en control total. El hecho que dice que esta sentado en su trono es porque ya su plan 

que tiene tasado para nuestro futuro esta ya hecho. Tu bendición esta hecha, el plan de Dios para tu vida esta 

hecha. Estos se manifestaran en el tiempo perfecto de Dios. 

Lo segundo es que en los tiempos de los reyes, mientras mas largas son las orlas de los mantos, mas autoridad 

tiene el rey. 

Note que isaias dice que las orlas del manto de Dios cubria el templo. Usted y yo somos templos del Espiritu 

Santo asi que la cobertura de Dios esta sobre tu vida y tu casa. 

Asi que no temas que estas bajo el cuidado del Rey de gloria!! Emocionante? Claro que si!! 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.   

We thank our members for their faithful commitments to the Lord, but above all we thank our God, 

Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.   The January Financial reports will be available after February 8th.    

 

 If you need to send in a tithe or offering check,  

 please send it to the church at 1850 Skyland Terrace,  

 Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

FEBRUARY EVENTS AND ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

 

 7:00pm Monday  February 1  Trustees Meeting 

 7:00pm Monday  February 15 Health & Wellness Meeting 

9-11am Wednesday February 17 Drive Through Imposition of Ashes 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

2/2 Abigail Williams 

2/3 Mary Foster 

2/5 Joshua Burt 

2/6 Sam Wages 

2/7 Alynette Miranda-Vélez 

2/8 Bill Wages 

2/12 Harmony Jones  

2/17 Tom Baker 

2/18 

Ottley Clark 

Matt Hurd 

Louise Story 

Kristen Wages 

2/20 Mike Mitchell 

2/27 
Amili Rosales 

Josh & Hope Kenyon 



 

Dekalb County has experienced a 5% drop in the testing positivity rate since the surge after the holidays.  We’re 
currently at an average around 12% positive.  As this rate is still above our threshold of 10%, and the downward 
trend has been sustained for less than two weeks, Skyland UMC will remain at the Phase 2 level of operations 

for the month of February.  The Spanish worship service has resumed live streaming and the English 
contemporary service will do so on February 7th, however no other in-person church activities will take place on 
campus.  We continue to encourage everyone to follow all COVID safety guidelines and to get vaccinated when 

you’re able.  The Health and Wellness group will meet again on February 15 to review the current data and 
decide whether to remain in Phase 2 or progress to Phase 3 (limited re-opening) if the conditions outlined in our 

re-opening plan for this phase are met.   

HEALTH AND WELLNESS TASK FORCE: 

 

TRUSTEES UPDATE 

On February 17th from 9-11 a.m. we will have a drive through imposition of the 

ashes for Ash Wednesday as we begin the season of Lent. Pastor Miguel will be 

imposing the ashes while people remain in their vehicles through the windows in 

the upper lot.  Please wear a mask when receiving the ashes.   Please do not exit 

your vehicles due to Covid risks. 

The Fellowship Hall floor is finished!   
We’ve included a picture of the new floor, along 

with touched-up paint and a new stage 
curtain.  Unfortunately, the previous curtain was 
damaged and in horrible condition and therefore 
needed replacement.  The Fellowship Hall, Dining 

Room, and Kitchen have also been cleaned and  
re-staged.  Special thanks go to Austin Flanagan, 

Eleanor Flanagan, Laura Flanagan,  
Daisy Hernandez, Barbara Snipes and Rita Thomas 
for leading the efforts to restore these rooms to 

their “pre-COVID” state!    
 

The work in the drainage area outside of the 
Fellowship Hall and under the driveway has also 
been completed. As pictured, this includes new 

drainage, concrete pad, and a small retaining wall along the driveway off of Stoland to prevent future erosion 
and drain issues.  We’re confident that this work will 

dramatically reduce the risk of any issues with moisture or 
flooding in the Fellowship Hall. 

Finally, the Trustees have decided to install cameras around 
the exterior of the building to provide increased security and 
serve as a deterrent for any illegal activity - especially in the 

evening and overnight hours.  We’ve had several issues during 
the last year with people accessing the grounds while 

intoxicated, sleeping behind the storage shed, and filling our 
dumpster without permission.  Signs will also be installed near 

each camera letting the public know that our campus has 
video monitoring. 



 

Dear Skyland UMC Family,  
 I am finally graduated from seminary! I finished my Masters in Divinity degree at Asbury Theological Seminary in 
December of 2020. Thank you for your prayers and scholarships! I wanted to give you some account of my time at 
Asbury Theological Seminary so as to better explain what ways God used seminary to develop me as a minister and 
follower of Jesus. Overall, seminary was very beneficial to me, but I want to be clear as to how it has been beneficial. 
Seminary deeply challenged my faith and worldview in fundamental ways, and I am better for it. I am a better believer, 
minister, person for having gone to seminary and your support helped me.  
 

Seminary, by God’s help, built five foundational truths into my heart that I think will serve me well as a minister.  
We need practical ways to love God and love our neighbors.  I have long loved God’s manifest presence, but now I see 
the wisdom of it, its power, and how necessary God has made His own presence for us.  We need the Word of God in our 
lives and that there are a great many parts of the Bible we ignore.  The years of work and tens of thousands of pages of 
reading honed my mind and forced me to identify clearly what is true and what is of God.  I learned a great deal about 
healing, deliverance, and how God sanctifies believers. 
 

Healing Grace:   I will write a little about the ministry of healing which God has opened up for me. I would rather 
demonstrate them for you, but I think a little account of my favorite work, healing and deliverance, would be good. 
When I came to Asbury, I had already had some experience with healing, deliverance, altar ministry, etc. For the first two 
and a half years at Asbury, I rarely practiced it. God mostly set me aside for that time. I still did do the odd prayer, 
healing, or exorcism to help some struggling student, but largely I just ruminated on the topics. During this time, God was 
doing painful work in my soul. Mostly God was exposing how much shame, fear, and grief dominated me. In my third 
year, I had two sets of experiences that greatly healed and blessed me. One was at a local church in the midst of a 
sabbatical. The church would hold their weekly meetings and just worship and spend time in God’s presence. God’s Spirit 
fell heavily on me in those meetings. Each week I would come into the sanctuary, sit down, and weep for the next hour 
in deep grief. Also during that season, God sent two friends to me who met with me several times to pray and do 
healing. Both of these ongoing experiences started a sort of momentum for healing, deliverance, and sanctification. 
Since then, I have learned how God brings up beliefs, sins, and brokenness that He wants to correct, repent, and mend. 
And also, since then, God has been frequently using me to help people through healing and deliverance. There have 
been some physical healings, but largely what God has been doing during this sort of ministry is emotional healing. I have 
a great deal to say about this, and someday I hope to make it more clear by writing it up. For now, though, all I want to 
say is that I am happy at seeing the fruit of God’s healing and deliverance.  
 
What’s Next?    For the last year of my degree, I have been working with an organization called the Inspire Movement. 
Inspire is an international movement that focuses on in-home discipleship, engaging with God’s work, and cultivating 
holy relationships. Practically, that looks like doing church in homes while emphasizing the development of personal 
relationships between God and people. What we do is not just, “church at home.” We reemphasize some aspects of 
church. For example, there is teaching, but it comes from people in the group sharing what God has been showing them 
in the Bible that week or at special teaching events that focus on one aspect of our faith such as, “What do it mean to be 
a disciple of Jesus?” or, “How do we participate with God’s work?” One of the strongest core values of the Inspire 
Movement is the belief that one of the most powerful practices of the church is the sharing of what God is doing in our 
lives. Some weeks, that looks like the vulnerability through sharing the hard things in our lives. Some weeks, that looks 
like prophecy and healing. Some weeks, that means a BBQ and praying for each other. My favorite part of my work with 
the Inspire Movement is called Fellowship Band. Fellowship Band finds it origins in the early protestant reformers and 
the early Methodists. The practice is simple. We meet in groups of three to four and answer the questions, “How is your 
soul?” and, “What is God doing in your life?” The group members then listen to God and speaks what each believes God 
is saying in response. When one answers those questions with spiritual discernment and vulnerability, the results are 
strengthening of soul, mind, body, and spiritual community. I have been doing these practices for a year now, and I find 
that they are some of the most productive small group practices I have ever seen. As a general overview, these are a 
summary of what the Inspire Movement does.  
My role with the Inspire Movement has been as a teacher, house church leader, band leader, healer, and prophet. I have 
sensed that God wants me to continue working with the Inspire Movement, so I am now full-time with them. I have 
sensed for a while, that God has had me working with Inspire for a season. My solid plan of working with Inspire runs 
through the end of May.  I am sure God will provide in some way or another. I do ask that you keep me in your prayers. 
God knows I need them.  
         Yours in Christ, Andy Hammer 



 

Check out Skyland’s new  YouTube Worship music page.  Now every individually 

recorded song is accessible here divided into Contemporary & Traditional. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFiSlVrG8Bl1X_9w-xG_ZFQ 
 

We are highlighting two options available in Rightnow.org this month that may interest you.  
 

Not a Fan  by Kyle Idleman 
Not a Fan has called more than 1 million readers to consider the demands and 

rewards of being a true disciple - moving from fan to follower in their relationship 
with God.    How about you: Are you a fan or a follower? Go ahead, think 

honestly about your relationship with God . . . but don't answer too quickly. In 
fact, you may want to read this book before you answer at all. Not a Fan is your 

DTR with God - a "define the relationship" conversation to determine exactly 
where you stand.  You may indeed be a passionate, fully devoted follower of 
Jesus. Or, you may be just a fan who admires Jesus but isn't ready to let him 

cramp your style. Then again, maybe you’re not into Jesus, period.  Not a 
Fan calls you to consider the demands and rewards of being a true disciple. With 
frankness sprinkled with humor, Idleman invites you to live the way Jesus lived, 
love the way he loved, pray the way he prayed, and never give up living for the 

One who gave his all for you. 
 

Crossing the Waters: Following Jesus through the Storms, the Fish, the Doubt, and the Seas   
by Leslie Leyland Fields 
The gospels are dramatic, wild, and wet―set in a rich maritime culture on the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus' first disciples were ragtag fishermen, and Jesus' 
messages and miracles teem with water, fish, fishermen, net-breaking catches, sea 
crossings, boat-sinking storms, and even a walk on water. Because this world is 
foreign and distant to us, we've missed much about the disciples' experiences and 
about following Jesus―until now. Leslie Leyland Fields―a well-known writer, 
respected biblical exegete, and longtime Alaskan fisherwoman―crosses the 
waters of time and culture to take us out on the Sea of Galilee, through a rugged 
season of commercial fishing with her family in Alaska, and through the waters of 
the New Testament.  You'll be swept up in a fresh experience of the gospels, 
traveling with the fishermen disciples from Jesus' baptism to the final miraculous 
catch of fish―and also experiencing Leslie's own efforts to follow Christ out on her 

own Alaskan sea. In a time when so many are "unfollowing" Jesus and leaving the Church, Crossing the 
Waters delivers a fresh encounter with Jesus and explores what it means to "come, follow me."  
 

Don’t forget that there is a great deal of excellent material available at Rightnow.org for Bible Study, 
devotionals and videos for all age groups.  You’ll have access to some of our favorite authors such as Francis 

Chan, Max Lucado, Jennie Allen, Tony Evans, Louie Giglio; kids shows such as Veggie Tales and Bibleman, 
Youth materials from Francis Chan, Matt Chandler and Kyle Idleman and many more; even Finance studies 

from Dave Ramsey and others.  Best of all, it is absolutely free to our 
members.   If you would like to be given login ability to access this material, 
please email Eleanor Flanagan at sumchurchoffice@gmail.com or call her at 

404-316-6637 with your email address and she will get you connected.   

   PROGRAM AREAS 

 

 



MISSIONS 
 

For several years now, Missions has been supporting Angela Campbell’s Hope Center which is a local ministry 
under the umbrella of Cross Cultural Ministries.org.  Hope Center always needs support and volunteers if this 
is an effort you want to become involved in. Margie Morgan, Pastor Jose, and Pastor Miguel have all worked 
with Angela’s ministry in various ways. Covid has obviously made things more difficult so please be in prayer 

for Hope Center.                                  
 

My name is Angela Campbell, I have been serving for the last 24 years with the Latino community in the 
Buford Highway corridor where more than 145 countries are represented.  The ministry is focused on 

connecting this community and churches in the area to provide support for these families. We primary help 
families understand the school system, provide parenting support with early intervention and counseling, 

and helping these families integrate into churches where they can grow in their knowledge of God and 
integrate into the American system. 

 *We have a Pre-k program (to prepare children to enter in the Public School) now open 
 *Kids clubs for children (to teach the Bible and provide a social group) 
 *Reading Program (to help children to reach their reading level) 
 *Parents support program (to guide parents in B. principles) now open 
 *Youth group Middle and HS. 
 *VBS in the Summer through internet  
We hope to start the Reading program in the Spring of this year, we plan to buy a tent to meet the children 
in small groups outside. We need volunteers for 1 hour from 2:30-4:30 children are in great need to read! 
 *Last year we gave away food all summer and every Friday.open  
 *We delivered 65 turkeys and food bags in Thanksgiving  
 * In Christmas we delivered gifts to more then 200 children with the help of 4 churches and 1 school. 
Thanks to all of you! Thanks so much for all your support, prayers, and presence in this community! 
                 Email- aguilarcampbell@bellsout.net  404-790-0459 

 
 
 
 

Collecting & organizing food from churches                 Restaurant donations                 Preparing school supplies giveaway for kids 

           Taking sandwiches to homeless                         Giving away boxes of food supplies        Taking food to Covid affected families  



Aaron Wise 
Sarah Bryson 
Brenda Borg 

Faye Donner - friend of Toohey's 
Florence and Mary Montgomery 

Christy Eash  - friend of Matt Hurd 
Louise Story's niece, Ruby 

Tom Baker 
                                                 Nella Jones        Susan Moody and family 

Pastor Jose and family 
John Upchurch 

Bill O’Donald and family 
Mildred Bryson’s daughter, Shelia.  

Pastor Miguel and family 
Six year old Izzy - friend of Flanagan family  

Pastor Miguel's friend, Jerry Beach 
Sherry Bell 

Wisdom for Skyland leaders regarding reopening church 
Our nation 

 

 

  
 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

Skyland is hosting its first Red Cross Blood Drive  
 Wednesday, February 3  from 10am to 3pm 

   in the Dining Room.   
 

It's not too late to sign up for our blood drive next 
Wednesday, February 3rd! There's a critical need 

for blood donations in our community due to 
COVID and your support can help patients 

currently battling the virus. All blood donations 
will be tested for COVID antibodies and every 

precaution will be taken to ensure your safety.  
Plus the Red Cross will email all blood donors a $5 Amazon gift card as a thank you!      

Sign up today and please share this with your friends and family to help us reach 25 donors! 
 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=skylandumc  
  

 

Refuge Coffee Truck Returns!     Saturday, March 13  

from 10 am to 12 noon        Lower church parking lot 
 

Come grab a cup of coffee (and a donut) and participate in socially 

distanced fellowship!   Refuge Coffee is a Clarkston based company  

that supports its refugee neighbors. 

SAVE THE DATE (rescheduled from February 13) 

SPECIAL EVENTS 


