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HOPE 

 As we begin 2021 it is good to be reminded that we serve a God of hope. A God who has good 

plans and designs for our lives. In Romans 12:12, we are invited to rejoice in hope, be patient in 

tribulations, be constant in prayer. To me, that spells out a good agenda for the new year and 

beyond. Hope is a reason to rejoice. We know that it is in our hope in Jesus Christ that we are saved. 

We also know that faith, hope and love are said to be what remains after everything else passes 

away and that God is our hope. We hope for that which we have not yet received because we have 

faith in the One who has promised to deliver us into eternal life.  Romans 8:25 tells us we hope for 

what we do not see and that we wait for it with patience. After such a difficult year, it is hard to think 

of being patient.  We want an end to the pandemic now, a restoration of our way of life and a return 

to public worship; yet hope demands patience and steadfastness. 

 The Israelites often found themselves in what seemed like hopeless situations. At times they 

were in exile after being defeated by their enemies, or enslaved as they were in Egypt, or simply 

wandering in the desert not knowing where their journey would lead them.  It is at these times that 

hope helped them to cry out to the God of hope for help. Scripture teaches us that we are blessed 

when we trust in the Lord and that God will not let those who hope in Him be put to shame. This is 

proven by the fact that every time the people of Israel repented of their sins and turned to God, He 

delivered them and gave them promises of a brighter future. It also reminds us we must always turn 

to God in hope that He will be our deliverer and sustainer during trying times.  

 My prayer for us in 2021 comes from Psalm 31:24: 

"Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who 

wait for the Lord!"  Keep trusting in the God of hope Who 

has been with you in 2020 and promises to be with you in 

2021. Remember that in God there is always hope for a 

better future. 

January 2021 

 
 

 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

Wind and Waves Obey Jesus 

As He got into the boat, His disciples followed him. 
 
Suddenly, a violent storm arose on the sea, so that 

the boat was being swamped by the waves—but Jesus kept sleeping. 
 
So the disciples came and woke 

Him up, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to die!” 
 
He said to them, “Why are you afraid, you of little 

faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. 
 
The men were 

amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the sea obey Him!”  Matthew 8:23-27 (CSB) 

 

 The last month of 2020, my family and I had the unexpected visit from Mr. COVID at our house. 
I never knew your body can hurt so much at the same time for so many days. These were days where I 
experienced a lot of concern for my family and for myself because one would never know where the 
virus was going to attack. Thankfully, we are still breathing and recovering.   While I was in bed, I 
started to ask God “Will I ever get out of this mess?” “Will I be able to function with the same energy 
and stamina as before?”  
 Then I remembered this story of when Jesus calmed the storm. As followers of Jesus, we will feel 
a violent storm attacking us at times. To the point where we pray and pray and we feel that Jesus is 
asleep. Screaming because we are desperate.  But I love Jesus’s Words where He would ask, “why are 
you afraid?” 
 That question came to me and it even put me to shame because the question doesn’t only 
apply to myself while being sick, but also applies into everyday life.  I find myself putting my focus 
elsewhere and getting caught up in the worldly mess, when Jesus is asking that I refocus on the One 
Who that even the ocean obeys in time of storms.  
My question is:  If Jesus is the One who controls everything and we are disciples of Jesus, what are we 

afraid of?  My goal for this 2021 year is to strengthen my faith in Christ and focus only in Him. 

Jesús calma la tormenta 
Jesús subió a la barca, y sus discípulos lo acompañaron.  

 
En esto se desató sobre el lago una tormenta 

tan fuerte que las olas cubrían la barca. Pero Jesús se había dormido.  
 
Entonces sus discípulos fueron a 

despertarlo, diciéndole: —¡Señor, sálvanos! ¡Nos estamos hundiendo!  
 
Él les contestó: ¿Por qué tanto 

miedo? ¡Qué poca fe tienen ustedes!  Dicho esto, se levantó y dio una orden al viento y al mar, y todo 
quedó completamente tranquilo.  

 
Ellos, admirados, se preguntaban:  —¿Pues quién será éste, que hasta 

los vientos y el mar lo obedecen?    Mateo 8:23-27 

 
 

En el ultimo mes del 2020, mi familia y yo recibimos la desagradable visita departe del señor COVID. 
Esto fue una experiencia muy difícil ya que es un virus que uno nunca sabe por cual dirección este iría 
a tomar. Crea ansiedad, temor y en mi vida nunca me imagine que todo el cuerpo dolería tanto por 
tanto tiempo.  
Le oraba a Dios preguntando “Señor, sera que volvere a tener la misma energía de antes?”  
Y mientras estaba de cama me acorde de esta historia de cuando Jesus calmo la tempestad. 
Nosotros como Cristianos, podemos sentir que en nuestras vidas de desata una tormenta de tal 
manera que pensamos que Jesus esta durmiendo mientras le clamamos y sentimos que no nos 
escucha. 
Pero me encanta las Palabras de Jesus donde dice “Porque tanto miedo?” Esa pregunta me puso hasta 
en vergüenza porque me di cuenta que no solo esta pandemia sino en toda situación, me encuentro 
desenfocado en quien verdaderamente tiene control de toda situación en mi vida. Aquel quien da la 
orden y se cumple todo, es aquel quien nos protege y nos cubre dia a dia. 
Mi pregunta es: Si somos discípulo de Jesus, a que le tenemos miedo? Hagamos como meta en este 
2021 en reforzar nuestra fe en Cristo Jesus. 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.   

Because of this, we were able to pay all of our bills, do much needed repairs and renovations, pay 

100% of our apportionments and still end the year well into the ‘black’.   We thank our members for 

their faithful commitments to the Lord, but above all we thank our God, Jehovah Jireh, our Provider.   

 

 If you need to send in a tithe or offering check,  

 please send it to the church at 1850 Skyland Terrace,  

 Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

UPCOMING ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

 
 7:00pm Monday  January 11  Health & Wellness Meeting 

 7:00pm Monday  January 18  Evangelism Meeting 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

1/3 
German Betancourt 

Zoe Mendoza 

1/5 Lauren Evans 

1/10 Alycia Vélez 

1/13 Betty Jarrett 

1/14 Pete Wages 

1/16 Rene Aguilar 

1/17 
Adam Jackson 

Leah Sanders 

1/18 
Sandy Sheehan 

Hannah Wages 

1/19 
Kayla Burt 

Kyree Woods 

1/26 
Valentina Santamaria 

Bob & Yvonne Norman 

1/30 Aaron Wise 



 

 At the time of writing this summary, Georgia has administered over 110,000 vaccines and has been 
allocated over 626,000 vaccines by Modern and Pfizer with close to 500,000 already shipped, according to 
the Georgia Department of Public Health. This site also provides downloadable copies of vaccine fact sheets, 
the Georgia Vaccine Plan, and updated disbursement information.  In our area, DeKalb County has already 
received over 2,500 vaccines for those who fall in the Phase 1A groups (Frontline medical personnel).  Some 
of our members have or will soon be vaccinated if they fall in the occupation or age groups covered in the 
1A, 1B, or 1C vaccination phases.   
 While we're excited about vaccinations occurring in our community, it will still be a while before it’s 
available to the general public and an even longer period of time before enough people are vaccinated to 
begin easing social distancing restrictions corporately.  Currently, the positivity rate of those being tested in 
DeKalb has climbed to over 11% and has been steadily increasing over the last two months with a large 
bump after the holidays, which was expected.  As listed in our phased re-opening plan, the task force is 
looking to see a positive rate less than 5% with a steady decline in those rates, including hospitalizations and 
deaths, before we return to limited re-opening.  In light of this information, we’ll continue to stay in Phase 2 
with pre-recorded, online worship only until further notice.  The group will continue to monitor the 
available data and trends in our community and will send out church-wide announcements when we feel 
that it’s time to attempt limited in-person worship again. 

Thank you for your patience as we continue to make sure  
we’re moving in the right direction as safely as possible. 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS TASK FORCE: 

 We’re almost finished with the staining and sealing of the Fellowship Hall floor.  This work is 

taking longer than expected due to the age of the concrete in the room.  The concrete finishing 

company is filling in some pre-existing cracks and pitting, adding more stain to get a darker color, and 

sealing the floor.  We’re hoping this work will be finished by the time the SkyWriter is published.   

 

 The Trustees have selected a company to alter the egg-rock area outside of the Fellowship Hall 

to improve drainage and replace a blocked drain pipe.  They will also replace the back driveway next 

to the dumpster with a concrete pad and small retaining wall to prevent future erosion and drain 

impediments.  This will will take place from January 11th through the 25th. the back driveway will be 

blocked and inaccessible during these two weeks.  Please access the back of the building from the 

parking lot.  

TRUSTEES UPDATE 

The staff of Skyland is so grateful for the generous 

outpouring of donations for Christmas gifts.  As always, 

our church family has blessed us beyond measure with 

your gifts and your prayers.   

   Rev. Dr. Miguel Veléz  Pastor José Rodriguez 

   Kristen Wages   Will Morgan 

   Michael Webb   Barbara Snipes 

   Daisy Hernandez  Rita Thomas 

   Liliana Hernandez  Eleanor Flanagan 



 

 

We are delighted to announce the arrival of  
Philip and Katie Wages’ new baby boy: 

  John Andrew Wages (Jack) Born 12/23/20   7lbs 7oz and 20 3/8”  
Mother and baby are doing well.   

Praise God for this new and precious life.  
 

The Covid shutdown has created a huge crisis in the need 
for blood donations.  We have been told by Red Cross 

representatives that the lack of regular host sites, 
(typically office buildings), have led them to seek new ways to reach out to donors to be able to 

give blood in the safest possible environment.  They have found that using a community location 
consistently is the best way to really engage the neighborhood and give people an opportunity to 

help. We learned that they believe that engaging Brookhaven, one of the larger populated 
residential areas of the city, is really vital in supporting our local hospitals.   So we are calling on 

our Skyland family, friends and our Brookhaven neighbors to help us spread the word and sign up 
to donate through the link below.  Our goal is 25 units.  All precautions will be taken to ensure 

your protection; appointments are staggered and social distancing will be strictly observed.   
For more information, please contact Eleanor Flanagan at 404-316-6637 or 

sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 
 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=skylandumc 
  

News of Interest 

 

 

Refuge Coffee Truck Returns!     Saturday, Feb 13  

from 10 am to 12 noon        Lower church parking lot 
 

Come grab a cup of coffee (and a donut)  and participate in socially 

distanced fellowship!   Refuge Coffee is a Clarkston based company  

that supports its refugee neighbors. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

One of our former long time members, Esther Stroud, 

went home to Jesus on December 23rd. Jennifer  

Mayer, her daughter, said she fought so hard but is 

so glad she’s not suffering anymore.  Jennifer she 

said she would like donations in memory of Esther to 

go to Wesley Woods because Esther loved taking care 

of older people. Her body was donated to Emory like 

John's was so when they get the ashes back there 

may be a memorial service. 



 

Check out Skyland’s new  YouTube Worship music page.  Now every individually 

recorded song is accessible here divided into Contemporary & Traditional. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFiSlVrG8Bl1X_9w-xG_ZFQ 
 

We are highlighting two options available in Rightnow.org this month that may interest you.  
 
 

  
HOW LONG O GOD HOW LONG   by Berni Dymet 

 

Sometimes when we look around–in our own lives and indeed, across the 
globe, there are so many things going on that are unfair. Injustices. Violence. 
The rich and the powerful seem to be winning. The average man or woman 
in the street, trying to live a good life... what’s in it for them? And so we go 
to God and say–O Lord why do you let these things happen and how long 
will you let them go on? In this Series–How Long O Lord, How Long–God 

speaks and clears the air. He provides us with answers that will surprise us.   
 
THE REAL GOD  by Chip Ingram 

There is a deep sense of unease in our rapidly 
changing world. Our distorted view of God is at 
the root of all our problems. Join Chip Ingram in this multi-faceted study of 
seven attributes of God.  First, help your child discover The Real God with 
eight different family devotional stories. Help them to see what God has to 
say about who He truly is through His word. Because to know the real God—
changes everything.  Second, listen as Chip unpacks the biblical teaching on 
key attributes of the God we serve in life-changing short sermons.  
Finally, check out the bumper videos designed to promo this material to your 
whole church. You'll find downloads of all this content on the rightnow.org 
website.  The Real God is an eight-week discipleship campaign that’s designed 
to equip every member of your church—from children to adults—with an 
accurate, Biblical view of who God really is. Over the course of this series you  
will explore seven core attributes of God’s character. In the process, you’ll 
take a deeper look at some common misperceptions about God as well as 
examining the truth about who He reveals Himself to be in Scripture. 

 
Don’t forget that there is a great deal of excellent material available at Rightnow.org for Bible Study, 

devotionals and videos for all age groups.  You’ll have access to some of our favorite authors such as Francis 
Chan, Max Lucado, Jennie Allen, Tony Evans, Louie Giglio; kids shows such as Veggie Tales and Bibleman, 

Youth materials from Francis Chan, Matt Chandler and Kyle Idleman and many more;  
even Finance studies from Dave Ramsey and others.  Best of all, it is absolutely free to our members.    

If you would like to be given login ability to access this material, please 
email Eleanor Flanagan at sumchurchoffice@gmail.com or call her at 

404-316-6637 with your email address and she will get you connected.   

 

   PROGRAM AREAS 

 



MISSIONS 

 

The story of Sarah Olds Mondlane 

From 2001-2007 Sarah Olds was on staff at the UGA Wesley 
Foundation.  During that time, she had the opportunity to lead 
mission trips all over the world.  She loved the experiences but 
was always ready to come home when it was time.  Her heart 
was in the inner city ministry she led in Athens, not the nations 
she visited on mission trips.  In 2006 Sarah took a group of 
students from the Wesley Foundation to Mozambique to work 
with Iris Ministries.  Everything changed with that trip.  After 
only 2 short weeks, she knew that God was calling her to move 
to Mozambique and in 2007, she made the move.  Her first year 
in Mozambique, she worked with Iris Ministries, a children’s city 
just outside of the capital city of Maputo.  She worked with 2 
young brothers who were reunited with their family and Sarah 
was able to visit with the family every couple of weeks.  At this 
point, Sarah felt God calling her to move into the city and work full time with the street boys.  Within a week 
of stepping out in faith, she was introduced to the pastor that was leading Masana at that time.  During their 
first conversation, he told Sarah that they had been praying for a missionary to work with them!  Sarah began 
working with the Masana ministry in January of 2009.  Sarah said that the best part of her story is that when 
she left Athens, she really felt that she had had to make a choice between her calling to the inner city and  
her calling to Africa.  But God, in His faithfulness gave her both – the inner city in Africa! 
 
As of today, Sarah is still ministering in Maputo. Mozambique along with her husband, Roberto, and two 
young daughters.   Masana (“sunrise” in the local dialect) is a day center that provides basic needs to any boy 
18 and younger currently living on the streets.  At the center, the boys are provided meals, a place to shower 
and wash clothes, basic education and biblical teaching.  At the heart of Masana’s work is the hope to reunite 
all of the street boys with their families.  They do this through sharing the love of the Father and teaching on 
the value of family.  They now have a transitional home where boys are able to stay 3 months, with Masana 
helping them to prepare for reintegration with their families.  This gives Masana the opportunity to really get 
to know these boys and their families and offer Biblical counseling as they work through the issues that 
caused the boy to run away from home.  

As of October 2020, the COVID numbers in 
Maputo were starting to increase.  This is where 
the majority of COVID cases are located.  The 
hospitals are at capacity and the real peak isn’t 
expected until January.  As a result, the ministry 
has had to close its day center but the staff has 
gone to the streets to visit with the boys where 
they live.  They have a devotional, prayer time, 
and bread to eat.  Masana has been able to offer 
food kits to about 25 families a month as a way 
of encouraging the boys to remain at home with 
their families. 

Please keep Masana Ministry and  
the Mondlane family in your prayers! 



Louise Story’s great-niece, Gracie 
Susan and Ashlyn Moody - death of Susan's father 

Heather Mugg's family 
Toohey family - death of friend 

Mary Freeman’s family 
Romie Rittenhouse, Fred Stover’s sister 

Pastor Jose’s family 
Tom Baker 

John Upchurch 
Bill O’Donald  

Florence Montgomery 
Mildred Bryson’s daughter, Shelia. 

Pastor Miguel and family 
Matt Hurd's friend, Mia 

Evelyn, young friend of Sanders family 
Six year old Izzy - friend of Flanagan family 

Pastor Miguel's friend, Jerry Beach 
Sherry Bell 

Wisdom for Skyland leaders regarding reopening church 

 

 

  
 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org  

OR email our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 

Mary Freeman was kind enough to share this poem with us for the New Year.   
It is from a Youtube video with some gorgeous scenery and a lovely rendition of Auld Lang 

Syne by Sissel.          https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rtajxo8d7js 
 

Thank you Lord for giving me  
The brand new year ahead. 

Help me live the way I should 
 As each new day I tread. 

 

Give me gentle wisdom  
That I might help a friend. 

Give me strength and courage  
So a shoulder I might lend. 

 

The year ahead is empty 
 Help me fill it with good things. 

Each new day filled with joy  
And the happiness it brings.  

 

Please give the leaders of our world  
A courage born of peace,  

That they might lead us gently  
And all the fighting cease.  

 

Please give to all upon this earth 
 A heart that’s filled with love.  

A gentle happy way to live 
 With Your blessings from above... 


