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Different but the Same 
 

 Christmas will be different this year. I am sure you have heard this many times by now. There will not 
be large gatherings, family reunions, parties, or Christmas plays. There will not be the endless days of 
shopping in person in stores, community events commemorating the season or Christmas parades. Many of 
these events will be limited, if not cancelled altogether. So, will Christmas be cancelled this year?   The short 
answer is no, but I will explain. 
 Christmas has never been about any of these things that we do each year to celebrate it. The gift 
giving, the feasts, the parades, the plays and many other events are all designed to point to the real reason 
for the season, which is the birth of Jesus. The first recorded Christmas celebration was in Rome on December 
25, 336. For the first three centuries, Jesus’ birth was not even celebrated in a big way. It was His baptism, His 
death and His resurrection that were at the center of the Christian faith. People began celebrating Christmas 
to help new converts replace pagan rituals and celebrations held around the winter solstice. Christmas, 
essentially, was a declaration of faith in Jesus as the Son of God, the Savior of the world and the only one 
worthy of praise and worship. It was a rejection of all other gods for the one true God. Symbols like candles, 
evergreens, wreaths, and even the mistletoe can trace their origins to pagan rituals that were transformed in 
meaning to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  
 For over 1,700 years, Christmas has evolved, changed and been celebrated in diverse and culturally 
relevant ways by people all over the world. The fundamental meaning of Christmas, however, has remained 
the same throughout the years. We are still unwrapping the gift of God’s Son and celebrating His birth as the 
Savior of the world. So even though Christmas will look different this year in terms of its form and expression, 
the spirit of Christmas will continue to be one of joy and celebration at the birth of Jesus, the Prince of peace, 
the Messiah, the Savior of the world.  As long as we keep Christ in Christmas, it will continue to be a special 
time of the year when we remember that God loved us so much, He came to earth as one of us to save us. So 
do not let the fact that Christmas will look different this year take away your joy or peace at knowing that 
Jesus Christ was born or damper your hope that He will come again for us one day. Let this be a season to 
declare with one voice that Jesus Christ is still the Messiah, the Savior of the world, the light that broke into 
the darkness and the salvation that we all need. 

 
 

Have a very  
Merry Christmas! 

 
Yours in Christ,  

Rev. Dr. Miguel A. Vélez 

December, 2020 

Thanks be to God for  

His indescribable Gift 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

One thing that I always try to do, especially in these crazy times, is to not miss an opportunity to share the 
goodness of God. Our hope is always in Jesus, especially in dark moments.   I love the verse in Matthew 4:19 where Jesus 
said “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men” .  Jesus spoke to these first followers in a language they would 
understand and these fishermen dropped everything and followed Jesus to do exactly what they were appointed to do. 
And so, the training began for three years.   This verse taught me how strategic Jesus is. I am a believer that God will 
allow us to use different strategies to share a message that never changes. Sometimes these strategies are not to our 
liking but they are to the benefit of those for whom Christ died.  I use social media to do outreach almost every day. I use 
The Dock on Facebook and now Instagram. I also use Skyland Latino on Facebook and Instagram. In addition to this, I was 
made an admin at a sport page on Facebook called “DSoto Pro Sport” This page was created to encourage folks to 
exercise and report progress. We do different challenges, video record it and post it.  I have been doing a 30-day pushup 
challenge where day 1 started with 10 and each day after, it increases to where, on day 30, I will do a total of 90 
pushups— “Yikes”.   You might wonder what does one thing have to do with the other and that is a great question. You 
see, in this mentioned platform, there are a lot of followers. Many are Christians, but others are not. One of the 
strategies I use before starting the pushups is sharing a one-minute short message. I also use Bible verses that has to do 
with working out and post it. Verses such as: 

1 Timothy 4:8 “For while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise 
for the present life and also for the life to come.” Or  

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” 

I’m sure that each one of you have different talents that can be used to send a message of love and hope in Jesus. 
Let us continue to be that church that even in difficult moments, will not stop to show the people around us who God is 
and what He can do. And we can do so in a small and practical way.  Let’s not miss any opportunities!    Peace to all! 

  

Algo que siempre trato de hacer es de nunca perder una oportunidad de compartir las grandezas de Dios 
especialmente en momentos como los que estamos viviendo hoy día.   Uno de los versos que habla a mi vida, 
especialmente ahora, es Mateo 4:19 donde Jesús dice “Sígueme y les hare pescadores de hombres” Este verso me 
enseña que Jesús, se dirigía a sus seguidores y les hablaba en un lenguaje para que ellos entendieran. Ahí vemos que ellos 
comenzaron a su discipulado por tres años y luego manos a la obra.   La Biblia muestra que Jesús era estratégico. Yo soy 
fiel creyente que Dios nos permite usar distintas estrategias para llevar un mismo mensaje. Hay veces que las estrategias 
no son de nuestro agrado, pero es de beneficio para la raza humana por la cual Cristo murió.  Como muchos saben, yo 
uso las redes sociales para llevar mensajes de edificación. Uso las plataformas de “The Dock” y “Skyland Latino” tanto en 
Facebook al igual que en Instagram. En adición a esto, fui nombrado como parte de administrador a una plataforma en 
Facebook llamado “DSoto Pro Sport” Esta plataforma fue diseñada para motivar a la gente a que hagamos un plan de 
ejercicios y reportamos nuestros logros ya sea en fotos y/o videos.  ¿Que tiene que ver una cosa con la otra? Me alegro 
que preguntes. Uno de mis retos es hacer 30 días de push-ups. Este reto comienza con un total de 10 en el primer día y 
mientras pasan los días, el total va aumentando hasta llegar a un total de 90.  Le estrategia que uso es de aprovechar y 
hablar un corto mensaje al principio del video o postear un pasaje de la Biblia relacionada con ejercitar el cuerpo. Citas 
tales como: 

1 Timoteo 4:8 “pues aunque el ejercicio físico trae algún provecho, la piedad es útil para todo, ya que incluye 
una promesa no solo para la vida presente, sino también para la venidera.” O 

1 Corintios 6:19-20 “¿Acaso no saben que su cuerpo es templo del Espíritu Santo, quien está en ustedes y al que 
han recibido de parte de Dios? Ustedes no son sus propios dueños; 20 fueron comprados por un precio. Por tanto, 
honren con su cuerpo a Dios.” 

Yo estoy seguro que cada uno de ustedes tienen algunos talentos estratégicos que pueden usar para llevar un 
mensaje de amor y esperanza en Jesús a la gente que los necesita.  Continuemos siendo la iglesia que, en medio de 
tiempos difíciles, no nos detendremos a mostrar a la gente quien es Dios. Y podemos hacerlo en una forma práctica y 
sencilla. 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

As always, we are grateful for God’s provision and the faithful tithes from our members.   

STAFF GIFTS 
It’s that time of year again to bless our dedicated staff with Christmas bonuses.  This year 
has been a challenge for our staff in many ways and they have worked diligently to meet the 
needs of our congregation in new and creative ways.  These funds are not budgeted, so we 
rely on the generosity of our members.  Please make checks payable to Skyland UMC 
designated for “Staff Gifts” and send in before December 13th.    

 

 If you need to send in a tithe or offering check,  

 please send it to the church at 1850 Skyland Terrace,  

 Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

UPCOMING ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

 

        7:00pm Monday  December 7  Trustees Meeting 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

12/1 
Maria Bibiano 

Markeila Guinyard 

12/4 Anuar Bibiano 

12/5 Cassie Mitchell 

12/6 
José Cubias 

Tim Flanagan 

12/8 Eleanor Flanagan 

12/9 Blake Borg 

12/11 Martha Pirkle 

12/14 Salvador Mendoza 

12/19 Alaynah Jackson 

12/20 

Isabel Tiul-Sheffler 

Max Tiul-Sheffler 

Jenny Sorenson 

12/26 Sherry Bell 



 

 The Health and Wellness Task Force met on Thursday, December 3 to review trends with COVID-19 
in our Metro Atlanta community.  Based on the criteria established in our phase reopening plan, (including 
current virus infection rates, the overall increase in COVID-related deaths statewide and nationally and the 
increased risk of transmission associated with holiday gatherings), the group has decided to discontinue all 
in-person worship through the end of December. This includes the Christmas Eve service.   This was a 
difficult decision, but one we feel is prudent in order to keep every person in our faith community as safe as 
possible during the Advent season. 
 
 The English contemporary service will be pre-recorded and broadcast each Sunday morning on our 
YouTube and Facebook channels. The Spanish contemporary service will continue to broadcast live from the 
Chapel on the Skyland Latino channels.  The Christmas Eve service will be pre-recorded as well and 
broadcast on Christmas Eve night. The Worship Committee is exploring options for our congregation to 
come together virtually for fellowship on Christmas Eve.  More information will be provided in the next two 
weeks.   
Thank you for your patience and understanding. We are working hard to make sure that we're ready to 
resume in-person activities as soon as it is safe to do so in 2021! 
 

New Health & Wellness On-Campus Safety Protocols 
 

 The Health and Wellness Task Force has created a set of guidelines we're asking all Skyland 
members, leaders and staff to follow when considering coming on to the church campus - both now and 
when we resume in-person activities.  We respect that each person and family may have established 
different risk thresholds related to socializing, traveling, testing, and quarantining. However, these 
guidelines have been established as the level of safety we feel is warranted for all people before entering 
the church grounds and buildings.   
  
 Based on current recommendations and guidance from the CDC, COVID-19 testing is requested for 
any person meeting one or more of the following conditions prior to coming on the Skyland church campus: 
 
1. People who have symptoms of COVID-19 OR the Flu 
2. People who have had close contact (within 6 feet for a total of 15 minutes or more) with someone 

with confirmed COVID-19 
3. People who have had close contact  (within 6 feet for a total of 15 minutes or more) of groups larger 

than 10 people outside of their quarantine groups (households, immediate family, "quaranteams”) 
4. People who have been asked or referred to get testing by their healthcare provider or local/state 

health department 
 
 People who meet the conditions of #2 or #3 should be tested no earlier than 5 days after exposure and  
 self-quarantine/isolate at home pending test results and symptom monitoring.   
 Quarantine can end after Day 7 if the person tests negative and if no symptoms were experienced.   
 Quarantine can end after Day 10 without testing and if no symptoms have been experienced.   
 
 
 
Continued on page 5 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS TASK FORCE:     Services Virtual for December 



 We're happy to report that the Fellowship Hall floor has been repaired and flooding should no 

longer be an issue. Contracted crews cut through the floor to find voids under the slab where water was 

pooling in entering the room through cracks in the foundation. Those voids have all been filled, the floor 

has been patched with new concrete, and it’s now in the process of being sealed and stained. This new 

look will freshen up the space and also allow us to monitor for any future water leaks.   

 Part of the process of fixing this space was also identifying the cause of the voids and pooling. 

We're working with landscape architects to address these issues in the grounds outside of the 

Fellowship Hall.  We expect all of this work to be completed by the end of January and look forward to 

welcoming Open Table Community church back into the space to resume their worship services in the 

new year. 

 

Continued  from page 4 
 
People who meet the conditions of #2 or #3 AND meet ALL the following criteria DO NOT need to stay home: 
• Have had confirmed COVID-19 illness within the previous 3 months*  
• Have recovered 
• Remain without COVID-19 symptoms (for example, cough, shortness of breath, fever) 
 
*While there is no evidence yet collected through medical studies, the general consensus of public 
health professionals is that people who have recovered from confirmed cases of COVID-19 AND have 
documented evidence of antibodies are most likely unable to get the virus again or transmit it through 
shedding for up to a year or longer.  However, all people on campus (inside building and on the grounds) are 
required to wear masks covering the nose and mouth and maintain social distancing of 6 feet or more.   
 
AFTER TESTING 
 

People who test positive with COVID-19  WITHOUT SYMPTOMS can return to church after 10 days have 
passed.  
 

People who test positive with COVID-19 WITH SYMPTOMS can return to church after ALL the following 
conditions have been met: 
• 10 days since symptoms first appeared 
• 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and 
• Other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving.  Loss of taste and smell may persist for weeks or months 

after recovery and need not delay the end of isolation 
• Persons with severe COVID-19 or with severely weakened immune systems (immunocompromised) might 

need to stay home longer than 10 days and up to 20 days after symptoms first appeared. Persons who are 
severely immunocompromised are asked to get tested and produce a negative result after quarantining.  
 Ideally, people should get the Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) nasal swab test.   

 If opting for a rapid test as a secondary option, the best is the Abbott rapid antigen test. 
 

These guidelines may change as the CDC and other public health agencies learn more about COVID-19. 
We appreciate every person in our church family following these current guidelines so we do everything 
possible to keep each other safe and healthy. 
 
 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS TASK FORCE:     Services Virtual for December 

TRUSTEES UPDATE 



 

Last month, some of our members with family in Honduras brought a crisis to our attention in the wake of damage 
from Hurricanes Eta and Iota.  Their pastor, Francisco Ilias from the Christian Vision Ministry Church, was cooking 
in his home and trying to feed people in the community.  But, as his own resources were so limited, he reached out 
for help.  Our Mission committee looked into the situation and determined that it was best to send funds as the 
cost of sending food and relief supplies was both very expensive and may not have gotten to its intended 
recipients.  The following is a message from Pastor Francisco with pictures of how he used the funds.   
 

 “Dear brothers and sisters of the Skyland United Methodist Church 
We want to thank you all infinitely for your great support and contribution to our brothers and families who 

suffered damages due to both hurricanes ETA and IOTA . With your help we were able to purchase boxes of fruits 
such as apples, grapes and pears. The people who also donated to those who were affected, can not always 

provide fruits because of the high cost but thanks be to God and for your help, we were able to provide them with 
fruits. The other thing we were able to purchase were some portable stoves that run on kerosene gas to be used 

in places where there is no power.   And again, thank you so very much and may God bless you." 
 

“Queridos hermanos de Skyland United Methodist Church 
Queremos agradecerles infinitamente por su gran apoyo y su gran aporte a nuestros hermanos y a nuestras 

familias damnificadas por los dos huracanes ETA y IOTA.  Con su ayuda pudimos comprar varias cajas de frutas 
entre ellas manzanas, uvas y peras. las personas que donan a los afectados no pueden dar siempre las frutas; por 
el alto costo. pero nosotros gracias a Dios y a su ayuda pudimos llevar frutas a ellos.   La otra cosa que pudimos 
hacer es comprar varias estufas (cocinas) practicas para ser usadas donde no hay energía eléctrica, ya que usan 

gas querosén para funcionar.   Y de nuevo muchas gracias Dios bendiga mas sus vidas.”  

News of Interest 



 

Check out Skyland’s new  YouTube Worship music page.  Now every individually 

recorded song is accessible here divided into Contemporary & Traditional. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFiSlVrG8Bl1X_9w-xG_ZFQ 
 

We are highlighting two options available in Rightnow.org this month that may interest you.  
 

Max Lucado’s God Came Near:   6 part video series 

In the midst of the gloom of 
winter, the darkest and coldest of 
seasons, Christians still wait with 
great anticipation for the happiest 
season of all, Advent. Travel back 
in time and relive the coming of 
Christ to Earth, as He gives up His 
throne next to God the Father to 
enter this world as a baby born in  
a manger. Filmed at England's 
beautiful Blockley Church, join acclaimed author and pastor Max Lucado as he provides insights on the 
season of Advent.  
 
 Ann Voskamp’s The Greatest Gift: Unwrapping the Full Love Story of Christmas 

 
In The Greatest Gift, New York Times bestselling author Ann Voskamp 
celebrates the majesty of God's greatest gift to us—His son, Jesus 
Christ— through the timeless Advent tradition of the Jesse Tree. 
Now, in this stunning four-week video curriculum, Ann draws viewers 
even deeper into Scripture as she explores and illuminates the 
magnificence of God's Word through the unfurling of the greatest 
love story ever told—God's ardent and relentless pursuit of us. 
Perfect for families and ideal for small groups, The Greatest Gift is a 
moment of calm amid the busy holiday season. This is sure to 
become an annual Christmas tradition in homes and churches 
everywhere.    

 
 
 
  

Don’t forget that there is a great deal of excellent material available 
at Rightnow.org for Bible Study, devotionals and videos for all age 

groups.  You’ll have access to some of our favorite authors such as 
Francis Chan, Max Lucado, Jennie Allen, Tony Evans, Louie Giglio; kids shows such as Veggie Tales and 

Bibleman, Youth materials from Francis Chan, Matt Chandler and Kyle Idleman and many more;  
even Finance studies from Dave Ramsey and others.  Best of all, it is 
absolutely free to our members.   If you would like to be given login 

ability to access this material, please email Eleanor Flanagan at 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com or call her at 404-316-6637 with your 

email address and she will get you connected.   

   PROGRAM AREAS 

 



MISSIONS 
 

This month, we are highlighting Emory InterVarsity Christian Fellowship.  We are blessed to have Melody 
Falter, who works with this organization, be a part of our Skyland family.   She has shared the following to 

give the congregation more insight into its purpose and prayer requests.  
 

“God’s arms are open wide to me and those around me.”  
(Angel F., Class of ’22)  

 
 

Thank you for your support of Emory InterVarsity Christian Fellowship! In 

response to God’s love, grace, and gift of new life through Jesus, we are a community 
that equips students to know Jesus and follow him in his mission to transform lives, 
renew Emory’s campus, and change the world! We have three chapters, each blessed 
with a rich history of God at work over decades: Asian Christian Fellowship, Collegiate 
Black Christians, and Emory Christian Fellowship. Individually, each chapter hosts Small Group Bible studies 
and/or special events. Together, we hold Multi-Chapter Events (called “IV3D”), Prayer Meetings, Retreats, 
and Campus Outreach. In the midst of a “both/and” pandemic context, where students are both online and 
on campus, we've had to make huge adjustments to our ministry approach. It’s been challenging, but God 
redeems even the hardest situations in life, and we're having richer and deeper fellowship than we could 
have ever imagined! (And we’re grateful for Zoom.) 
 
EXPANSION GOAL: In my first three years at Emory, we’ve gone from 12 students, to 25, to 52 this fall! And 
as the ministry grows in number, we feel called to also grow in our mission: specifically, to Latino students! 
Last year, Pastor José talked on campus for a Latino Heritage Month event. We set the table, and God filled 
the seats! (Photo below) This Spirit-led ministry space (called “LaFe”) will build on that first fruitful 

engagement with the Latino student community. And 
there’s already a student (Natalia, ’23) who is excited 
to take on a leadership role!  
 
InterVarsity experts say $4,000 is typically required to 
plant a healthy chapter ministry, which will pay for 
expenses including but not limited to: (a) scholarships 
for students to go to Latino-focused leadership 
conferences, (b) Bible study materials, and (c) outreach 

materials (such as care packages, or outdoor events as allowed). So – would you help us “set the table” for 
these spiritually hungry students? As God leads, you can make your tax-deductible donation at  
www.givetoiv.org/Emory-Christian-Fellowship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

file:///D:/melod/Documents/www.givetoiv.org/Emory-Christian-Fellowship


Bill O'Donald 
Esther Stroud - former member 

Sarah Bryson  
Mary Freeman's family 

 Jim Drew’s family 
the Norman and Sanders families 

Florence Montgomery 
Julieta Munoz 

 Markeila Guinyard 
 Susan Moody's family 

Pastor Miguel and Pastor Jose  
 Matt Hurd's friend - Mia  
6 year old Izzy—friend of 

Flanagan family  
 Pastor Miguel's friend - Jerry Beach 

Sherry Bell 
 Resa Ogden 

 Mildred Bryson's daughter - Sheila  
Skyland's reopening 

 

 

Emory InterVarsity PRAYER REQUESTS:  
 
As I’ve asked Emory students about their prayer 
requests, the following common themes came to 
the front:  
 

Please pray…  
 

 For safety while traveling home to their families (for students who had lived on campus this fall) 
 Many are worried that they might infect family members if they caught something on campus 
 

 That they will have grace and wisdom for their final exams and projects/presentations 
 

 Against feelings of stress, isolation, discouragement, exhaustion, and more. 
 

 For direction from God while they’re applying for internships, 
research labs, etc. 

 
Thanks again!  
Sending love in Christ, and prayers for a blessed Christmas season  
for you and yours, 
 

Melody Falter 
Campus Staff Minister | Emory 
melody.falter@intervarsity.org 

If you would like us to pray for you, submit your prayer 
request online using our website: skylandumc.org OR email 

our Tuesday Night Prayer Group at 
margiemorgan@bellsouth.net 


