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To say that I’m excited about beginning online streaming services in October would be an 
understatement. If anyone had told me back in March that our church would be closed for worship for over 6 
months, I would have thought that they had lost their mind. This pandemic has been trying and challenging for 
all of us. Some of us have had Covid and those that haven’t know of someone who has. It really has touched 
everyone of our lives in multiple ways and disrupted everything from work, to schools, to church and even 
recreational activities and entertainment. Life events like weddings, graduations and family reunions have been 
postponed, funeral services to honor and remember loved ones have not been held, important ministry ideas 
and initiatives have had to be put on hold and the development of our youth and children has been impaired. 
Finances and jobs have been impacted as well with some losing their jobs, some working from home, some 
working in risky conditions to serve others and some who are self-employed seeing less work. It is easy to see 
how these things would cause feelings of sadness, depression, and despair, how this pandemic has pushed 
some people into addictions or further into addictions, how it has tested marriages and relationships, how it 
has isolated seniors and singles in profound ways and how the grief of those we have lost continues to be a 
daily reality for so many.  

During all of this, our faith has been a shinning beacon of hope. How anyone makes it through a 
pandemic without the hope of Jesus Christ is beyond me. Many times I’ve been brought to my knees in prayer 
on days that seemed unbearable or impossible to get through; many times I’ve had to remind myself that I am 
to have the peace that passes all understanding; continuously I’ve had to reread scripture that tells me that my 
heavenly Father knows what I need and He takes care of me.  I have had to proclaim victory in Jesus over this 
pandemic and every other situation that have come my way.  

Every day we grow closer to two big days, the day in which we will be able to finally gather together for 
public worship in God’s house and the day that Jesus will break through the clouds as He comes back to take us 
home. To be honest, at this point, either day works for me! I am looking forward to streaming services in 
October, knowing that it puts us one step closer to reopening the church for all of us to gather for worship. We 
have so much catching up to do. Not so much with the business of the 
church, but rather with the relational aspect of being church. Babies 
have been born since we’ve been apart, saints have gone on to glory 
and people have been waiting to join the church. I can’t wait until we 
can be together as the body of Christ to resume our life together as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. While we have been gone, the neighborhood 
has grown as town homes across the street have been built, sold and 
occupied. When we return to church, we will have many new 
neighbors to meet, reach and share with. It is an exciting time to be 
the church and I can’t wait to see what God will do with us, through us 
and for us in the post Covid era! Until then, remember to be faithful, 
full of faith, trusting in the One who has brought you this far and Who 
has promised to get you the rest of the way. If you start to feel 
discouraged, pull out your Bible and go to those scriptures that 
remind you of all of His promises, take time to pray and worship 
wherever you are and listen for the soft still voice that reminds you 
that He is still in control.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Dr. Miguel A. Vélez 

October, 2020 



From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

God’s timing is always perfect. I have been serving in Skyland as the Associate Pastor since the summer of 
2016.  I have been enjoying sharing God’s Word at Skyland Latino plus the combined services and not to 
mention our Friday Night Fires (which I miss, by the way)  But then God gave me the big, unexpected surprise, 
when I was approached in 2018 and was offered the opportunity to serve as the Youth Director as well.  In my 
mind, I was asking “How in the world is this going to work?”  But I love our youth so much that I decided to give 
it a shot.  I remember talking to Angie about this and said “These kids are going to see me as their parents’ 
pastor and are going to feel weird to have me as their leader”.   But my wife always believed in my calling, 
more than I believe in myself at times.  There is so much to share in this journey, but that will have to be in 
another issue. But I have to say this: for the first year and a half, we have had some phenomenal spiritual 
experiences. I have seen God’s hand as He has poured fresh water in The Dock Student Ministry. They see 
Pastor Jose as this cool dude (I hope lol!!) And I see them as the best of the best.   
Now!! Since this pandemic started, we all felt discouraged because of all we missed this year that we were so 
looking forward to. But I thank God that we have continued to stay connected every week where we receive 
God’s Word through Zoom with Elisha Bronner and our Facebook Live streams every Thursday at 8pm. 
To our youth I say this:  Stay strong!! Don’t get discouraged. We are all in this together and we will fight it till 
the end…..WE GOT THIS!!!!! Because GOD’S GOT THIS!!!! 
 

Recuerdo cuando faltaba un Domingo a la iglesia. Sentía como si no hubiese comido en varios días. Esa hambre 
de adorar en conjunto con mis hermanos era siempre importante para mi y lo sigue siendo.  
Uno se da cuenta que, al no congregarse varios Domingos corridos, se tiende a enfriar uno y muchas veces 
hasta el deseo de regresar a la iglesia va menguando. 
Ahora en estos días nos ha tocado el reto mas grande por una pandemia totalmente ajena a nuestra voluntad. 
Esto para mi como pastor, a traído muchos retos porque les extraño a todos. Pero gracias a Dios por la opción 
de poder ofrecer servicio por medio de redes sociales. Esto tiene sus ventajas al igual que sus desventajas y una 
de las desventajas es precisamente que no tenemos esa interacción personal. 
Pero doy gracias a Dios porque ustedes, iglesia, me han mostrado cuanto aman la obra de Dios por medio de 
apoyar los servicios en línea y eso ha bendecido mi corazón. 
La biblia dice en Mateo 5:12 “Regocíjense y alégrense, porque la recompensa de ustedes en los cielos es 
grande, porque así persiguieron a los profetas que fueron antes que ustedes” 
Iglesia, esto pasara. Los animo a que no desmaye su fe en Cristo Jesús y alégrense que ya pronto volveremos a 
la casa de Dios sin preocupaciones y con ganas de adorarle en espíritu y verdad. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

10/4 Kiara Rodriguez 

10/6 Meade & Margie Morgan 

10/9 Laura Flanagan 

10/13 Mike and Cassie Mitchell 

10/14 Jason Mejia 

10/15 Florence Montgomery 

10/16 Tiffany Morton 

10/17 
George Molina 

Robert Wages 

10/20 
Hope Kenyon 

Katrina Toohey 

10/22 

Benjamin Hill 

Kristi Hill 

Jon Sorenson 

10/25 Juan & Sheila de la Cruz 

10/27 Wanda Miller 

10/28 Lincoln Sanders 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 

God continues to bless us at Skyland while we cannot meet together in person.  Our members have been 

faithful in their tithing and we thank God for that.   Our rental houses continue to provide an additional  

income stream.  The Atlanta International Nursery will be able to accelerate their presence as they moved 

back into the big nursery on October 1st.   Full Financial reports will be available at the October 11th  Admin 

Council Zoom meeting.  If you would like to attend and are not on the Admin Council, email the office and 

we will include you on the Zoom invitation. 
  

 If you need to send in a tithe or offering check,  

 please send it to the church at 1850 Skyland Terrace,  

 Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

TRUSTEES  

  

The Trustees remain hard at work maintaining and improving the building during the church 
closure.  Recently, we had the asbestos tiles in the Fellowship Hall removed and all traces of asbestos 

abated and the area remediated.  We’re now working with companies to identify a repair plan and 
provide estimates to fix the settling and cracked concrete slab floor.  These issues have caused water 
leaks and flooding during heavy rains.  We hope to have a plan in place within the next week or two. 
 We’ve also had an anonymous and very generous donation to provide fresh pine straw in the 
newly planted green-space between the upper and lower parking lots.  We’ll get this completed in 
time for the drive-through coffee event being sponsored by the Evangelism Committee on October 
17th, so plan on coming by the church to get some delicious coffee and donuts and check out our 

beautiful grounds and new Sanctuary doors! 

UPCOMING ZOOM MEETINGS 

 4:00pm Sunday  October 11  Admin Council Meeting 

 7:00pm Monday  October 12  Health and Wellness Meeting 

 7:00pm Monday  October 19  Worship Meeting 



Report from your Lay Delegate, Helen Pirkle  - Annual Conference 2020 

  The North Georgia United Methodist 2020 Annual Conference was an historic one as it was the first 
completely virtual conference.  Everything went forward flawlessly, from registration, to presentations, to 
voting.  The theme for this year’s conference was “One in ministry to all the world”.  In order to keep this 
report as concise as possible, I will share the items of greatest pertinence and interest to our congregation.  
As always, you can check on all things North Georgia United Methodist at NGUMC.org 
  An amendment passed that changed the number of districts from 12 to 8.  We are no longer the 
Atlanta/Emory district but are now the Central South district which is District 4. Our new District 
Superintendent is Quincy Brown.  He has already been serving as our temporary DS due to health issues with 
our former DS.  An independent consulting firm was hired to insure that no bias was involved in the 
redistricting.  Some of the things taken into consideration:  honoring county lines and major interstates; each 
district has some high growth counties; each district has a similar number of churches and of large, medium, 
and small churches.  The Conference sees this as a path to better multi-church missioning, more funds for the 
local churches, and an opportunity to insure that all districts are moving forward under the same legal 
operating structure.  Full implementation of this redistricting will occur on July 1, 2021. 
 The Conference budget for 2021 is down 19.1% and general church apportionments are down 19.3%.  
There are no cabinet level salary increases. It was very apparent that the Conference is acutely aware of the 
huge strain of COVID on the local churches and is making every effort to ease the pain. 
The proceeds from closed church properties were previously assigned as follows: 75% to the district in which 
to property was located and 25% to the Charles Barnes Fund for Church Development.  It became quickly 
apparent that metro districts would have more opportunity to financially benefit from closed church sales 
than non-metro districts (due to higher value of metro property).  In order to provide equitable distribution 
and availability of funds from closed churches, all proceeds will be put into the Barnes fund.  Further, net 
proceeds from sales of closed church properties (including accumulated earnings) from 7/1/2017-8/31/2020, 
will be transferred from the districts to the Barnes fund no later than 9/30/2020.  The Conference Board of 
Trustees established a Windfall Committee to make recommendations to the Council on Finance and 
Administration and the Annual Conference for the use of proceeds from the sale of valuable properties.  The 
name “Windfall” was meant to get the attention of conference leaders that transparency and oversight is 
imperative in the distribution of these funds.  All districts will have an equal opportunity to access funds for 
district-specific needs.   
 The Church Committee on Race Relations has been active in moving the Conference to be more 
racially inclusive and to lead in racial reconciliation.  The committee defines reconciliation as a step program: 
Resistance, Recognition, Repentance, Repair, Reconstruction, and Repeating.  The committee has focused its 
attention on Recognition.  Please go to the Conference web site to see all the events and initiatives that have 
moved Recognition forward.   
 The Methodist General Conference will be held 8/29/2021-9/7/2021 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The 
delegates elected for the General Conference originally planned for May 5-15, 2020 will be the delegates in 
2021.  The delegation met following the virtual annual conference.  The principle work before them was, 
“How we take up the work that has brought our denomination to a place of schism?”  Secondly, “How do the 
various constituencies separate amicably?”  A pathway forward in addressing this issue was centered on one 
question: “Are there resources and/or a framework within the Christian faith that could guide our thinking 
and behavior in order that we might find a way to transform our conflict and come to an amicable 
resolution?”  To help explore this question, the services of an Associate Professor of Conflict Transformation 
and Peacebuilding were secured.  Please check the web site for further information. 
 General Information:   
Wellroot Family Services has replaced the United Methodist Children’s Home with a primary focus on 
developing fostering and meeting the current and changing needs of North Georgia children and families.   
Check the web site if interested. 

(Continued on following page) 



 

(Report from your Lay Delegate on Annual Conference continued) 
 

 In order to help local churches to respond to the new digital realm in which they find themselves 
operating, the Congregational Development Committee voted to release significant funds for tech grants to 
help local churches purchase equipment and services they needed to improve their online worship and 
presence.  The worship committee and Jenny Morgan should check out the possible availability of money for 
Skyland’s technology needs. 
  The Latino Congregational Development committee worked together with the Undocumented     
Partnership Task Force to raise awareness about the immigrant community in our Conference.  Grants were 
awarded to support Latino congregations and to support ESL programs at several churches.  A scholarship 
was awarded for college studies.  Skyland ESL may want to check out any grants that may be available. 
 As always, check the web site to see all the amazing things that the conference has done from feeding 
the homeless to hurricane relief.  You can also subscribe to receive emails with the “Weekly Conference 
Update”, and sign up for district e-newsletters and ministry-focused e-newsletters like Youth Ministry News 
and Disaster Response updates.  Also, to all committee chairmen; PLEASE check the web site for the 
possibility of acquiring grants or money for any of the things your committee is doing or planning on doing.  
Next annual conference 6/3/2021 – 6/5/2021…hopefully IN PERSON! 

You are invited!        Refuge Coffee Truck, Saturday, Oct. 17  

from 10 am to 12 noon        Lower church parking lot 

Come grab a cup of coffee (and a donut), hot cocoa for the kids  

and participate in socially distanced fellowship! 

Refuge Coffee is a Clarkston based company that supports 

 its refugee neighbors. 

EVANGELISM 

                 Health and Wellness Task Force Update                         by Matt Hurd 

 

The Task Force continues to meet virtually every two to three weeks.  Recently, we’ve been working on 
plans to start live streaming the 11:00 English service starting in October.  If the downward trend with 
positive cases continues, we hope to open in November for limited, in-person worship during the 11:00 
hour with a live sermon and possible contemporary and traditional music.  This will allow for up to 50 
people (including staff, worship teams, and volunteers) to attend socially-distanced worship as outlined in 
the Phase 3 of our reopening plan.  
To prepare for this potential re-opening, we've: 
• Purchased sanitizing misters to decontaminate the Sanctuary and Chapel after use on Sunday mornings 
• Installed four touch-less hand sanitizing stations 
• Provided touch-less, instant-read thermometers to use when people enter the building  
• Built large supplies of masks, hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes, and gloves 
• Established an online registration system for people to sign up to attend worship 
• Installed safety/instructional signs at all entrances, bathrooms, and hallways 
• Established one-way traffic patterns in the second floor hallway for Sunday mornings 
• Sectioned off seating in the Sanctuary to help keep people distanced during worship 
 
The Task Force will meet in a couple weeks to make a decision about November and will communicate next 
steps if and when we move into Phase 3.  We still ask all those at high-risk to remain home.  
The Spanish-language service will continue to be streamed without in-person attendance.   
Thank you for your patience! 



 

Check out Skyland’s new  YouTube Worship music page.  Now every individually 

recorded song is accessible here divided into Contemporary & Traditional. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFiSlVrG8Bl1X_9w-xG_ZFQ 
 

We are highlighting two Bible studies in Rightnow.org this month that may interest you.  
 

Max Lucado’s Traveling Light:  “Weary travelers. You’ve seen them — 

everything they own crammed into their luggage. Staggering through 

terminals and hotel lobbies with overstuffed suitcases, trunks, duffels, and 

backpacks. Backs ache. Feet burn. Eyelids droop.  We’ve all seen people like 

that.  At times, we are people like that — if not with our physical luggage, 

then at least with our spiritual load. We all lug loads we were never intended 

to carry. Fear. Worry. Discontent. No wonder we get so weary. We’re worn 

out from carrying that excess baggage. Wouldn’t it be nice to lose some of 

those bags? That’s the invitation of Max Lucado. With the Twenty-third Psalm 

as our guide, let’s release some of the burdens we were never intended to 

bear. Using these verses as a guide, Max Lucado walks us through a helpful 

inventory of our burdens. May God use this Psalm to remind you to release 

the burdens you were never meant to bear.”     

 
     

Frances Chan’s Greater Than:  “Next Step partnered with Francis Chan, 

acclaimed speaker and author of Crazy Love, to produce the Greater 

Than film series. Francis walks us through his own difficult childhood to 

help us understand that God is greater than any pain, sin or hardship 

that we might encounter in this life. Watch the videos and follow along 

with the study guide, and you too will realize that God is greater than 

any obstacle standing in your way.“ 

  

Don’t forget that there is a great deal of excellent material available at 
Rightnow.org for Bible Study, devotionals and videos for all age groups.  

You’ll have access to some of our favorite authors such as Francis Chan, Max 
Lucado, Jennie Allen, Tony Evans, Louie Giglio; kids shows such as Veggie 

Tales and Bibleman, Youth materials from Francis Chan, Matt Chandler and 
Kyle Idleman and many more; even Finance studies from Dave Ramsey and others.  Best of all, it is absolutely 
free to our members.   If you would like to be given login ability to access this material, please email Eleanor 
Flanagan at sumchurchoffice@gmail.com or call her at 404-316-6637 with your email address and she will 

get you connected.   

 

   PROGRAM AREAS 



PRAISES AND THANKSGIVING 

I would like to thank God for all the many blessings 
he has given me. It was so good to get a no CANCER 

report this morning.        Barbara Snipes 

I am thankful To Matt Hurd for all the hours he 

devotes to ensure the church continues to be safe 

and secure while we are away.  

 Praises and thanks to Austin Flanagan for all the 

church projects he has been working on while 

most of us have been "social distancing".   

Heaps of praises to Pete Wages for ensuring our 

Sunday service is available for so many people.   

Very thankful to Eleanor Flanagan for her many 

summer projects: "words of encouragement" 

series,  leading the summer BackPack project, 

keeping up with office work, etc., even though the 

church has been closed.  

Betty  Jarrett. 

Thankful my husband's job has been stable and he 

has stayed well.       Leah Sanders 

If you’ve been enjoying our online sermons, please 
help us say thank you to the talented and amazing 
videographer Pete Wages!  Pete volunteers every 

week to record, edit and put together the segments 
you see in our virtual services. Pete, we are so 

grateful for your help in reaching people with the 
Word of God during a pandemic!  Beginning in 

October, he will be filming our livestream worship 
services each Sunday at 11:00am. 

I am grateful to Miss Daisy and Miss Rita for their 
servant hearts, who stepped up to help assemble 
the craft packs for the SkyKids for the last several 
months and put the kitchen back together after 

the spring & summer Backpack Buddies ministry. 
       

I am thankful for Jenny Morgan, who does an 
amazing job on the Skyland website and Facebook 
page.  It is always up to date, highly creative and 

highly informative.        E 

To two generations of Morgans who have been ever flowing channels of God's love and support to me. 
More than words can say, thank you for being part of my exciting adventure through life. Thank you 

Meade, Margie, Will, Jenny, Wren & Lily for being my #JesusWithSkin.  
I am so thankful for the intercession team. It's an honor to serve with you. To be kept on my toes. To grow 
in love and get sneak peeks into God's heart with you. Also, thank you for praying for me. And thank you 

for welcoming me to pray & believe with you. Lots of love. Thank you. 
Chibuzor Babalol  

I'm thankful for Eleanor, the strength behind the 

scenes of Skyland who keeps us running and serving. 

She faithfully leads Backpack Buddies and manages 

the church's finances, administration, building 

projects and more - and she does it all with grace, 

unfailing kindness and a smile! 

I'm thankful for our pastors and worship leaders  

who are recording and live-streaming services to 

keep us connected to God every week through  

this pandemic!      Jenny Morgan 

I am so very grateful for Skyland Church, for all the 

folks at Skyland and pray we all can come back very 

soon.    Thank you. 

Rita Thomas  (Nursery worker) 



 

I am thankful for Kristen, Will, Michael and the 
band members who have bent over backwards to 

practice, record and perform music safely for us for 
many months so that we could have praise music 

every week.      E 

Let your roots grow down into Him, and let your 
lives be built on Him. Then your faith will grow 

strong in the truth you were taught, and you will 
overflow with thankfulness.  Col 2:7 

I am thankful to be 

able to practice with 

the Praise band again. 

Austin Flanagan 

I've been more thankful than ever for God's 
promises during these past months that have 

challenged us all.  Life can give us detours, 
circumstances can change, loss can grieve us.....all 

in the blink of an eye.  But God's word NEVER 
changes.  And whenever anxiety tries to get a 

foothold, He brings those promises to my mind.     
Brenda Borg 

I am thankful for: 

 Pete for putting the service online.   

Trustees for getting majors repairs done during 

Covid 

Margie for keeping the Tuesday Night Prayer Group 

praying during the shutdown. 

The MP3 players for the shut-ins 

The new “Mitch Snipes” pew ropes Barbara bought  

to separate the pews when we are able to get back 

 in the Sanctuary 

Zoom meeting technology so we can see each other  

and even visit after the meetings.  

All the tithes and offerings given during the shut-

down which has allowed us to pay all our bills.  

That Barbara is cancer free!! 

Paper products are back in the stores 

Eleanor’s Words of Encouragement 

Cathy Wages 

Thankful for Eleanor for working hard to keep the 
church running on many fronts during the  

shut-down. 
Thankful for Austin helping with Backpack Buddies, 
getting the church ready to re-open, mopping up 
water, and doing pretty much anything needed to 

keep the church functioning 
Clean bill of health and no more medical  

tests for Baba! 
Pete - working hard to get the dimmer panel  

fixed in the Sanctuary 
Thankful to see my church family and have  

fellowship during Zoom committee meetings 
Thankful for a dedicated, discerning, and diligent 
Health and Wellness Task Force working hard to 

keep us safe! 
Matt Hurd 

We are thankful for such consistent and faithful 
communication from our church administrator.  
We are thankful for a church who loves our kids 
enough to send numerous care packages to our 

children during Covid. 
We are thankful and give God the glory for our 

church being so financially blessed,  
at this time and always. 

Pete, Kristen, Sarah, Hannah & Sam Wages 

I am very grateful that the preschool was able to 
resume operations safely at the church.  It is such 
a joyous thing to drive by the playground and see 

so many children laughing and playing again.  



MISSIONS 

 

This month, we catch you up on Miki and Charlie Chastain.  They first began work in the mission field in 2001, 

working with the disabled orphans and street children of Western Russia.  In 2006, they were commissioned 

by the Mission Society for full-time work in Russia.  In 2011 the Chastains moved to Estonia, where they 

engaged in arts ministry, refugee care and healing prayer workshops throughout Europe.  Charlie was 

contacted by email for a chance to reconnect and catch up on their ministry.   

This is the bulk of what Charlie shared: 

 

 In early 2018, we moved from Tallinn, Estonia to Torino, Italy to be more centralized in the refugee 

work that has us working from one end of the continent to the other.  Specifically, this gave me much more 

flexibility to respond on a moment’s notice when crises arose.  It became much easier to get to Greece, 

Turkey, The Middle East and North Africa quickly.  Given the size and scope of the global refugee crisis – we 

and our agency felt this was the smart move for the long run.  What we did not anticipate, however, was 

Italy’s newly elected government and their hardline approach to refugees and refugee aid.  Long story short, 

Italy began criminalizing humanitarian aid work for refugees and migrants in efforts to deter migration 

altogether.  And given that our residency visa application was based on that very purpose, our hosts (the 

Methodist Church of Italy) could no longer offer up the visas to us.  At that point there was just too much 

uncertainty with anti-immigration policies in Europe to try elsewhere and we made the decision to come 

stateside.   

 This was heartbreaking on several levels:  We loved our migrant-led church where Miki had become 

part of the pastoral staff and dozens of nationalities were represented.  Our family had lived in Europe for 10 

years and none of us were excited about leaving. I had to scramble to make sure we had contacts and 

resources in place in all of the refugee hot spots throughout Europe to continue the work without me there.  

The transition took a while.  I was back and forth between the U.S. and Europe; Miki was finishing Seminary 

and soon after was appointed Associate Pastor at Acworth UMC.  We finally got settled around August 2019.  

My role at The Mission Society Global has also changed.  Instead of overseeing refugee aid operations for 

Europe, I was asked to take on a more global role.  My “official” title is CoServe Consultant for Global 

Refugee Aid.  Basically, the goal was to take my experience in Europe and build similar networks in Asia, 

South America, Africa, and North America.  I was well on my way, with planned trips all over the world, but 

then COVID-19 cut those trips short.  I had already visited many refugee hotspots but since returning from 

Greece, I’ve been grounded.   

 I am still in the same consultant role with TMS but have taken a teaching job in Athens, GA to take 

some financial burden off of our ministry account so more funds can go directly to the immediate needs. For 

example, a refugee camp on the island of Lesvos needed a new concrete floor for their food distribution 

area.  Even without the ability to travel, we were able to secure funding and set that plan in motion (At this 

point the floor is laid).  By my taking a pay cut at TMS, we have been able to continue the work remotely.  

And we can’t forget COVID is impacting refugee communities as well.  Donations are down, aid workers are 

scarce or grounded, and overcrowding is more prevalent now that movements worldwide have become 

more restricted.   
  

Continued on following page 

 

    

 

 



Mary Freeman's family 
Jim Pirkle 

Markeila Guinyard 
Ashlyn and Susan Moody 

 

Katrina Toohey's son - Chris 
Jim Drew - recovery from surgery 
Jennifer Turner's cousin - Asher 

Melody Falter - wrist  
Emory InterVarsity Fellowship 

Sherry Bell  
Mildred Bryson’s daughter, Sheila 

Pastor Miguel  
Pastor Jose  

Pastor Miguel's friend, Jerry Beach, who is battling cancer 
Matt Hurd's friend - Mia—MS 

Flanagan family friend - 6 year old Izzy who has cancer; 
Plans for Skyland's reopening  

 

Missions continued 

 With our move to Athens, GA, Miki has been appointed Senior Pastor at New Prospect UMC in 

Buford.  She started there August 1.  We have just settled in our new home in Athens.  Isabel (14), is in the 

top of her class and excels in foreign language.   Jasper (10) has been tested for the gifted program and loves 

chess, tinkering with tools and video games.  Celia (8) struggled the most with the transition to the U.S. but 

joined the ESOL group at her school and has done really well being surrounded by other “immigrants”! She is 

our artist – loves to sing and paint and build.  One travel restrictions are lifted, my plan is to slowly start 

hitting those hot spots around the world again with the goal of informing faithful churches like yours about 

the realities of global diaspora and migration and to offer up ways we can help.  I’ve said for years that this 

refugee crisis is a generational problem, and 

still believe it to be.  I’m so ready to get back to 

work to try and make lasting contributions to 

solving it! 

Let’s keep the Chastains and all the 

refugees worldwide in our prayers.   

The word “refugees” is an easy way for 

us to put these people in a large bucket 

group but let us all remember that  

each refugee is a person, precious in 

God’s sight. 


