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Dear Skyland Family and Friends: 
 

 Our Health and Wellness committee met to review the Covid-19 numbers in Georgia, particularly in  

our region, and the responses to the survey sent out to the congregation regarding reopening the church for 

public worship. We want to thank everyone who filled out the survey and inform you of our recommendations.  

 The number of Covid-19 cases in Georgia has continued to decline, which is great news, but they are not 

yet at pre-June levels. Our survey results revealed that 70% of those surveyed are not likely to attend services 

in September, 33% of those surveyed indicated that the limited service offerings are not worth the risk of Covid

-19 exposure and 30% of those surveyed indicated that there is at least one member in their family who is in a 

high-risk category.  Given these responses, and out of a concern for the well-being and safety of our members, 

we have decided to wait until October to consider entering the next phase of our reopening plan. We hope that 

by delaying our reopening we might be able to protect our most vulnerable members from exposure. 

 We will remain in Phase 2 for the month of September, with service content recorded for broadcast on 
Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. for the English service and a live broadcast of the Latino service from the chapel on 
Sunday mornings at 11 a.m.  The MP3 players continue to be available for those with limited or no internet 
access. The children’s ministry and some Sunday school classes will continue to engage online, and we will 
continue to look for ways to keep our congregation connected. Our Tuesday night prayer group is doing Zoom 
prayer meetings weekly and is praying for your prayer requests so feel free to submit them to Margie 
(margiemorgan@bellsouth.net). 
 The HWC has decided to expand live Sunday broadcasts in October to include an English service at 11 
a.m.  This service will be broadcast from the Sanctuary, while the Latino service will continue to broadcast from 
the Chapel.  Neither will be open to in-person, congregational attendance yet. The committee will meet again in 
September and October to review the Covid-19 numbers and discuss how to safely move into Phase 3 with 
limited attendance services.  We will keep you updated on our plans through this newsletter, email, and online 
posts after our meetings.   
 I know many of us are weary of this pandemic, this time of quarantines and isolation. The good news is 

that we are finally seeing the light at the end of the tunnel. News of the development of vaccines, decreasing 

numbers of cases and a reduction of the spread of Covid-19 in our area are all good signs that we will be 

together in church in some form or fashion in coming months.  

 You will be receiving newsletters from the church to keep you regularly updated on what is going on and 

to foster a sense of community during this time of social distancing. If you have any concerns or questions 

please feel free to reach out to us at any time by text, cell phone or email.  

 Finally, I want to thank you for your continued support  

of Skyland UMC through your tithes, offerings and prayers.  

With your help we are making it through this pandemic and will 

come out on the other side stronger than before.  

 

Yours in Service, 

 
Rev. Dr. Miguel A. Vélez 

September, 2020 

mailto:margiemorgan@bellsouth.net


From the desk of Pastor José Rodriguez 

Before I share with you what’s happening at both Skyland Latino and also the Dock Student Ministry, let me 

just say that I miss each and every one of you, especially in Holy Grounds on Sunday Mornings before going to 

service.  Let me share with you what has been taking place since the beginning of this pandemic for these two 

ministries: 

When the decision was made to stop holding live services in the Chapel, I thought to myself that we had to find 

another way to share the Word of the Lord.  From that first Sunday in  March, I started to pre-record sermons 

and songs to be able to offer a worship service to the people.  On Sunday mornings at 11:00 am, I created a 

“Watch Party” with the edited video and invited all my contacts. This continued until July when we began to do 

a Facebook Live stream with the help of our praise team which includes the band, audio vision, and camera 

operator. We are still offering these Live Stream worship services.  God has blessed this outreach and we have 

been able to  consistently reach over one thousand people every week who are choosing to view the service. 

Folks have been responding to the gospel message so powerfully that it has reached families in Puerto Rico, 

Florida, Mexico and others who have made professions of faith through our live stream services.   In addition to 

this, I offer a weekly devotion on Tuesday nights at 8:00 pm. Folks from the area connect live and they have 

enjoyed the Bible teachings. These brothers and sisters have been faithful and shown us that they are hungry 

for more teachings from God’s Word. 

 

The Dock is our Youth Student Ministry and we have learned that a lot of our youth have jobs or participate in 

extra curriculum activities.  To accommodate them, The Dock offers a weekly zoom call and provides weekly 

Bible Studies to our students. Because of their widely varying schedules, we decided to operate on a rotation 

basis to give opportunities to everyone to join in at least two to three times a month.  

We rotate every two weeks and we meet at 7:00 pm on the assigned dates.  

In addition to that, I offer a weekly devotional at The Dock FB page every Thursday  

at 8:00 pm. Everyone is welcome to join. 

God is always good and I pray that you all stay safe and I will keep you all in the loop  

as often as possible 

 

Servants together,  Pastor Jose  

 

 

We are so proud of Pastor José who completed his 

classes online after the schools shut 

down and received his 

licensing certificate 

from Emory School of 

Theology. 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 God has been incredibly good to us at Skyland during this long shut-down period.  Our members have been 

faithful in their tithing and we were also able to obtain a Paycheck Protection Program Loan which enabled 

us to keep all employees on the payroll.  Our rental houses have continued to provide an additional income 

stream.  The Atlanta International Nursery was able to resume limited operations in August and is planning 

to be back at full occupancy by January 2021.   

  

 If you need to send in a tithe or offering check,  

 please send it to the church at 1850 Skyland Terrace,  

 Brookhaven, GA  30319 or you may use Paypal.  

TRUSTEES 

 The Trustees have been hard at work during the closure of the church 
campus.  We’ve completed some long-term projects and made some much 
needed improvements to our building and grounds: 
 The new Sanctuary front doors have been installed, stained, and 
sealed!  The design (voted on by the congregation last year) includes textured 
glass windows that bring much more light into the Narthex. 
 Our HVAC system has been upgraded to a web-based control 
system.  We’re now able to schedule air conditioning or heat for most rooms 
in the church using a computer to smart phone. This upgrade will help us save 
money and eliminates the need to call out service technicians to change the 
systems between cooling and heating. 
 The commercial refrigerator in the kitchen stopped working.  We 
purchased and installed a new unit that provides more energy efficient cooling and has more storage space.  
We repaired the fence off the back driveway and installed window A/C units in the Tutoring Room 
classrooms. 
 Skyland has received $20,000 in anonymous donations for the Fellow Hall floor project.  In a few 
weeks, we’ll start the asbestos tile removal and hopefully be able to identify the cause of the flooding in the 
room.  Once that’s been located and repaired, we’ll polish, stain, and seal the concrete floor.  
 Finally, we’re preparing the building and gathering supplies for the re-opening of the church.  We’ve 
purchased disinfecting sprayers and wipes, gloves, touch-less hand sanitizer dispensers, masks, touch-less 
thermometers, safety instructional signs, and other items all designed to keep our congregation safe and 
healthy. 



 NEWS OF INTEREST 

Thank you for the many helping hands and hearts that have come together to provide food to families in 
need during this pandemic! Through your support of the Backpack Buddies ministry in conjunction with a 

larger group formed for this need, Let’s Lend A Hand, we delivered food each week to: 
257 children from 208 families attending Dresden Elementary  

45 children from 15 families connected to Skyland Church 
14 children from 5 families attending John Lewis Elementary 

Each bag of food weighs 12 pounds and are delivered by 14 teams of 
volunteers. From mid-April through September 3rd, the “Let’s Lend A Hand” 

group of Backpack Buddies members, Dresden 
Elementary Education Foundation 

representatives and more than 600 rotating 
community volunteers has conducted food 

drives; purchased food; packed and distributed 
5,273 bags,  230 large household boxes and  
35.2 TONS of food and driven more than 5,000 miles to deliver the bags. 

 Our last delivery was made on September 4th.    
We especially want to thank Pastor Jose and Sheila de la Cruz who drove 
delivery routes, Matt Hurd and Austin Flanagan, who both drove weekly 
delivery routes and participated on Fridays in 

distributing BPB bags and supplemental food we 
received from St. Vincent de Paul and a special thanks to Betty Jarrett and Louise 

Story, the unseen workforce behind thoroughly cleaning and sterilizing the kitchen 
and dining room each weekend so that 

we could work safely.  We are also 
grateful to Open Table’s leadership for 
allowing us to use their worship space 

in the Fellowship Hall to store and 
organize all the supplies needed to be 

able to process all this food each week.   We will soon be working 
with the counselors at John Lewis to provide BackPack Buddy 
bags to 25 children per week.  The work of feeding children in 

need will go on at Skyland.   

Longtime church member Noni Morton 
celebrated her 96th birthday in August!!! 

Please join us in wishing her a very  
happy birthday!  

 
 
 

MILESTONES 
We're thankful for the life of Betty 

Mitchell, a longtime Skyland member 
who passed away peacefully on  

August  23. Miss Betty was a beloved 
part of the Skyland family and served or 

led nearly every church group at one 
point in her life. She co-chaired SPPR, 
headed up the kitchen and education 
committees, helped lead the United 

Methodist Women's group, served as 
church hostess and finance secretary, chaperoned youth 

retreats, organized homecoming dinners, and researched and 
handcrafted the Chrismon ornaments we hang every year on 
our Christmas tree. Miss Betty will be greatly missed, and we 

ask that you keep her family in your prayers.  



 

We now have a Skyland YouTube Worship music page.  Now every individually recorded 

song is accessible here divided into Contemporary & Traditional. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFiSlVrG8Bl1X_9w-xG_ZFQ 
 

There is a great deal of excellent material available at Rightnow.org for Bible Study, devotionals and videos 
for all age groups.  You’ll have access to some of our favorite authors such as Francis Chan, Max Lucado, 

Jennie Allen, Tony Evans, Louie Giglio; kids shows such as Veggie Tales and Bibleman, Youth materials from 
Francis Chan, Matt Chandler and Kyle Idleman and many more; even Finance studies from Dave Ramsey and 
others.  Best of all, it is absolutely free to our members.   If you would like to be given login ability to access 

this material, please email Eleanor Flanagan at sumchurchoffice@gmail.com or call her at 404-316-6637 with 
your email address and she will get you connected.   

Even though we could not meet in the Sanctuary in August, we still celebrated Promotion Sunday.  

Nursery to Miss Amy’s class:  Abby Wages, Lily Morgan and Jefferson Morton 

Miss Amy’s class to Miss Mary’s class:  Wren Morgan 

Miss Mary’ class to Miss Jennifer’s class:  Alaynah Jackson, Hannah Wages 

Recipients of the Adventure Bible:   

Sam Wages, Jackson Sanders, Libby Sanders, Eli Medford, Sophie Mendoza  
 

   PROGRAM AREAS 

UPCOMING ZOOM MEETINGS—all at 7:00pm 

  Thursday  September 17 SPPR meeting 

  Monday  September 28 Finance 2021 Budget meeting 

  Monday  October 12  Worship Meeting 



MISSIONS 

Greetings from your Missions Committee!  In this newsletter, we would like to feature the missionary teams that 

we, as a church, are supporting.  The first missionaries we are featuring are the Corbin family.  They are part of the 

Four Corners ministry the story of Four Corners and the “call” on the lives of Allen and Mallory Corbin follows. 

 

The Four Corners story is a God story from the very beginning until present.  

My name is Jimmy Sprayberry. I’m from Wadley Alabama and God called me to follow Him wherever He led. After 

the call, God gave me a burden to help the poor of the world.   After 2003, God continued to open doors for me 

and gave my friend and pastor, Paul Wilson, a dream to start a ministry to help people in small churches do short-

term mission trips. So, that year we formed a 501(c)(3) and named it Four Corners Ministries. 

Soon after, I was deeply moved by a video of the persecuted church in Sudan and asked God for the opportunity 

to go and minister to the persecuted Christians there. God answered that prayer with an invitation in November 

of 2004 to go to Sudan.  

On my flight, I met a Ugandan pastor who lived in Kampala, Uganda. In 2007, due to this friendship, Four Corners 

Ministries began working in Uganda as well as continuing to work in the southern part of Sudan. In 2009 we 

believed God was calling Four Corners to buy land to start Abaana’s Hope. We searched diligently for three years. 

In 2012 Four Corners purchased the land where Abaana’s Hope is currently located. 

At Abaana’s Hope we now have a Church, Primary School, Child Development Program, Medical Clinic, Farm and 

four missionary families who have moved to Uganda. We built and operate the Women’s Refuge Center, where 

we help women who are in dire circumstances and have built a Pastor Training Center to train local pastors to 

minister to their own people. 

Abaana’s Hope ministers both physically and spiritually to some of the poorest people of the world by providing 

education, medical care, and jobs. 

 

The Corbin’s Story 

Allen and Mallory Corbin live in Atlanta, GA and have four children Bo, Laurabeth, Lucas, and Annamarie. They 

officially joined Four Corners in September 2016. Allen is originally from Chipley, FL and has spent most of his life 

working in different sectors of the agricultural industry and a couple of years in the family grocery business. 

Mallory was a fourth grade school teacher before becoming a work-from-home mom in 2011. 

In 2014 Allen and Mallory moved to Atlanta as missionaries to an inner-city neighborhood. In 2011 God began to 

lay Uganda and South Sudan on their hearts and in February 2016 Allen and Mallory made a trip to Abaana’s 

Hope where God began to work in their hearts to stay there full time. They have a heart for discipleship and want 

to be used by God to help people understand their identities more and reveal the glory of God by sharing the 

Gospel in their hearts and lives. They are incredibly humbled by the opportunity to serve God and know their only 

qualifications are by His grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Continued on next pages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Corbin’s Story continued 

 

The following is a blog from Allen that tells how they, and Uganda are dealing with Covid and how we can support 

them in prayer: 
 

To all of you around the world we are lifting you up in our prayers. I have been contemplating this post for 

some time. I want to be concise yet, want you to know my thoughts, sights, and actions. By the end of this, I 

may have failed in one or all of those goals. Forgive me if it be so. Every one of us is feeling the effects of 

COVID-19 in many ways and on many levels. It is certainly unparalleled in my lifetime and honestly 

something that has never entered my radar screen as a possibility. All of us are feeling the effects of 

lockdowns, quarantines, and/or sickness by infection of the virus itself, while others are dealing with the 

loss of loved ones taken by this disease. There is much confusion, as some continually downplay the 

disastrous reports and others are preaching this as the doom of civilization and are overcome with fear and 

despair. The major concerns are different for different individuals, for some it is the risk of infection of self, 

loved ones, or the whole world; while others see it to be the economic devastation, security breakdowns, 

supply chain malfunctions, etc. caused by drastic and sometimes draconian measures and directives being 

handed down by heads of state around the globe to curb the spread.  

Wherever you fall on these spectrums we love you and you are in our prayers. More importantly, for those 

who belong to God, He loves you. He is in control of every molecule of the universe. He was not taken by 

surprise. Christ our High Priest is interceding on behalf of those who are His. He is sovereign, wise, and 

good. I pray you are comforted by the fact that in life or in death we have been bought with blood and do 

not belong to ourselves. We belong to the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, Creator and Sustainer of the 

universe. 

In Uganda, the overwhelming concerns are related to daily bread. Most people get money day to day and 

eat what they can buy with that day’s income. Of course, many fear infection. But, in the developing world 

the chance of dying from something other than this disease is many times higher. Over the last two weeks 

Uganda’s President Museveni has slowly rolled out increasingly stringent directives aimed at stopping this 

virus before it gets out of control as it has in much of the West. I applaud his efforts while at the same time, 

lament the toll it is taking on the world around me. Public and private transportation of citizens has been 

banned in all forms. This means one must call for an ambulance in the case of an emergency. In the West 

this isn’t much of a big deal. Here, ambulances are few and far between. There is no 911 dispatcher. You 

must have the direct numbers of the people to call that can make the decisions on where the few are being 

sent. I received word today from one of our local leaders that it is taking as long as five hours for an 

ambulance to reach people in our area. There are reports coming in of children dying from malaria and 

other treatable illnesses just because they can’t get to where there is help. All non-essential businesses have 

been closed. Money is getting harder to come by and I can assure you there is no economic stimulus 

package that will be rolling out for the people around me. Many fear to report if they have symptoms of 

COVID-19 as some who have reported theirs have been met with violence and hatred. For the average 

Ugandan social ostracization is worse than death and for most would ultimately result in death as they 

depend heavily on their social circles for sustenance. 

We are doing well. Mallory and the kids are continuing with school. I may be getting a little stir crazy. The 

kids lives’ are relatively the same as they continue to play every day with their friends in the compound. The 

only difference has been not having the occasional trip to town. I’ve been able to work on few projects that 

I’ve been pushing aside. Are far as work is concerned; church meetings are suspended, all non-essential 

departments have been suspended, school is suspended, and we’ve had to postpone our May pastor 

training sessions. We are working with a few farm workers and security. With the slowdown from work we’ve 

been able to spend some quality time as a family and spend some great quality time with our team. We 

have been meeting for church with our teammates in the compound. We have had some more time to focus 

some one on one discipleship with our friends who have been allowed to continue working. We are not 

afraid. However, we pray for wisdom and discernment as to how we might continue the work of gospel 

proclamation and discipleship. Seeing the multitude of online church services in the advanced world has 

been enjoyable to see. For our village, that is just not an option we can realize.       Continued on next page 



The Corbin’s Story continued: 

People still need the gospel, now more than ever before. We are putting together a plan to procure supplies 

from town that our community needs and no ability to access, that we can sell at low prices here at Abaana’s 

Hope, with the goal of sharing the gospel and ministering to people as they come. We also received a 

special permission today to use one of our vehicles as an emergency transport. So, we will be officially 

working with our district government to aid the Gulu District COVID-19 Taskforce. We will not be 

transporting any potential virus cases, but those cases that are other emergencies from within our 

community. I pray that God would be glorified in the tasks of this partnership and the sharing of our Hope, 

with those in a time of despair. 

At this moment Uganda has confirmed only 53 cases of the virus and only one of those has been an 

unknown community transmission. We are hoping the numbers are close to being correct and continuing to 

trust God either way. We have everything we need. Motorcycles while not allowed to carry passengers are 

allowed to carry cargo. So, we have been able to receive some supplies from town by hiring someone to go 

get it for us. We also had time before the lockdown to accumulate a few supplies. With our driving 

permission I have been allowed to go to town for some fuel and some other supplies. Our Easter service 

inside the compound was good as we sang, preached and listened to the Word, and shared together in the 

Lord’s Supper. All families came together with a feast in the afternoon cooked by all families. The kids 

hunted eggs and played the afternoon away. What a great time to be reminded that our Savior overcame 

death and our hope in Christ that we shall as well. How great are the promises and covenants of God!? 

We are praying for and with you all for peace, comfort, joy, and ministry opportunities at home. Many are 

searching for hope and security in these times and we have the answers. I pray that we are all ready to share 

our Living Hope with a world that is dying. We are praying for our leaders in the U.S. as they make decisions 

that seem impossible to me. Most of all we are praying that God would be glorified around the world in this 

pandemic and that His Church would be a vehicle for that. Here are some specific ways that you can be 

praying for us: 

– Wisdom as we figure out doing gospel ministry inside of this new context 

– Wisdom and grace as parents leading our children to the Savior 

– Security from those in despair or opportunists who may see us as a target 

– Continued safety and health as we assist our community with emergencies 

– Continued peace in our homes as we spend much more time together 

– Wisdom for Uganda’s leadership as decisions are made 

– Daily bread for our people 

– That many would come to know the gospel and surrender to Christ 

 

Thank you all for your love, prayers, and support for our work in this field. We covet them. We would also 

like to pray specifically for you. Please let us know how we can do that as a family if you would like. 

May we all be devoted to good works, to help in cases of urgent need, and be bearing fruit. We, all who are 

here, send our greetings to you. Please, greet others who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. (Titus 

3:15) 

  

For His Glory, 

Allen and Mallory 

Save the Date!        Refuge Coffee Truck, Saturday, Oct. 17  

from 10 am to 12 noon        Lower church parking lot 

Come grab a cup of coffee (and a donut) and participate in  

socially distanced fellowship! 

Refuge Coffee is a Clarkston based company that supports 

 its refugee neighbors. 

EVANGELISM 



CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES  

The SkyKids have been receiving packets for a few months with materials to make crafts (with a bit of candy 
thrown in!)  These are some of the pictures they sent in from their efforts.   Many thanks to Miss Daisy, Miss 
Rita and Austin for their faithful help in putting together the craft packets.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Markeila and family - death of father 

Ashlyn and Susan Moody - death of Ashlyn's father 

Tiffany Morton's stepfather, Lee Stallworth - recovering from kidney transplant 

Katrina Toohey’s son, Chris 

Ashley Aguilar - recovering from Covid 

Matt Hurd's friend, Mia, who has MS and was admitted to ER previously for abnormal  

 heartbeat.  Pray for healing and encouragement. 

Family of Betty Mitchell who died in late August 

Brian Medford - sciatica 

InterVarsity fellowship at Emory 

Romelle Hut - heart surgery recovery 

Six year old Izzy - needs healing from kidney cancer - friend of David Flanagan 

Jim Drew - hip surgery recovery 

Our Pastors 

Miguel's friend, Jerry Beach - battling cancer.   

Jennifer Turner - pray for her cousin Asher's recovery from bone marrow transplant.   

 Also pray for Jennifer's sprained wrist.  And for her brother, Christopher, who had a  

 gout flare-up. 

Sherry Bell  

Barbara Snipes - Upcoming surgery 

Plans for Skyland's reopening 

 

 


