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Come worship 
                                             the Lord  

with abandon 

1850 Skyland Terrace 
Brookhaven, GA  30319 

404-634-6209 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.skylandumc.org 

FRIDAY  
NIGHT FIRE 

January 3 
 

 

6:15pm Supper 

7:00pm Worship 

Please call the  
office on Monday,  

turn in a Connection  
Card or go online to  
make reservations 

Stop and Smell the Roses 

This past Christmas was a busy one. It always seems to be what I call a 
nonstop season of going from one activity, one Christmas party, one service, or 
one gathering with family or friends to another. Only this past Christmas season 
was slightly different. As I was preparing to put in the pork in the oven for the 
special Wednesday Puerto Rican Christmas dinner, I felt a pull on my side. Yup, I 
pulled something alright, but adrenaline would carry me through the rest of the 
day. With the help of my daughter Alycia, who literally did all the heavy lifting, I 
got through the dinner.  After a wonderful dinner and Bible study, I went home, 
took pain pills and lay down, expecting to continue my hectic week the next 
morning.  Boy, was I in for a rude awakening. For the next three days, I was laid 
up in bed. Coughing, laughing, sneezing, moving and even breathing was painful. 
I had not been this disabled in a long time. I stressed over the upcoming 
weekend activities, over not having a Christmas tree up and over feeling like I 
was not improving.  

When you have a lot of time on your hands and are unable to physically 
do much, it really makes you take time to reflect. Psalm 46:10 came to my mind 
as I wondered how I’d make it through Christmas time with a bad back. God 
reminded me that He was still in control; Christmas would come and Jesus would 
be celebrated whether I was able to go or not. I had to miss some parties, my 
wife and kids had to buy and decorate a small Christmas tree without me and I 
had to trust that through it all, God was teaching me something. So what did I 
learn? To slow down and smell the roses. To make the most of time with family 
and remember that Christmas is not about how many more events we can go to, 
that God will be exalted even as we remain still in his presence. God was gracious 
enough to help me heal quickly from Saturday to Sunday as I woke up able to go 
preach His word. After being in service and feeling God’s presence in worship, I 
knew I would be okay. I continued to improve and by Wednesday, I was able to 
get down in the chapel to lead the kids in their program without any problem. I 
think I’ll take Christmas, what is left of this wonderful season, in stride, stopping 
at every opportunity to experience God’s presence and grace and being thankful 
for simple things like breathing without pain and being able to get out of bed in 
the morning.  

A new year is around the corner and the temptation will be to fill up our 
schedules and set many goals and to do lists. I invite you to take time to be still in 
God’s presence remembering that God is in control and thanking him for all He 
has already done in your life before you 
jump into another busy cycle. 

 

Verse of the day: “Be still, and know 
that I am God! 

    I am exalted among the nations, 
    I am exalted in the earth.”  

Psalm 46:10 
 

Prayer for the Day: Lord help me  

1/8 
Spaghetti, Salad 

Garlic Bread 

1/15 Veggies & Cornbread 

1/22 Soup & Salad 

1/29 
Rotisserie Chicken 

Rice & Gravy 
Mixed Veggies 

Start the new  
decade off with a 
fresh commitment 

to the Lord 



James 1:5-8  

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of 
the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.  Such 
a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 

I love this verse and I shared it last Sunday at Skyland Latino because it speaks about a situation that was 

facing a group of brothers in the faith. James begins to speak to them because he knew that these people were 

going through a hard test of faith. They were in a foreign land and they were 

facing some tough social and economic issues. 

When these folks were daunted by the circumstances they were facing, they 

began to doubt the Lord. They would speak beautiful words in prayer, but 

then forgot that God can give them all the wisdom needed to be victorious, 

no matter the size or the scope of the problem. 

But for this victory to be manifested, our trust needs to be fully in God and 

leave no room for doubt.  When there is doubt, there is lack of trust in the 

Lord.  James says when we doubt, we should not expect to receive anything 

from the Lord.  
 

Trust in the Lord with everything you’ve got and learn how to rest in Him. 

 Youth                                      Pastor José Rodriguez 

Important Dates 

Jan 2 Backpack Buddies Pack day 11:00am Dining Room 

Jan 3 

Friday Night Fire 
     Supper 
 

Sky Kids Service Project 

7:00pm 
6:15pm 
 

7:00pm 

Sanctuary 
Dining Room 
 

Room 204 

Jan 5 

Three Kings Celebration 
 

(Latino & Contemporary Services 
Combined) 

12:30pm Dining Room 

Jan 11 
Equipping the Saints 
 

Young Adult Mystery Dinner Party  

9:30am 
 

5:00pm 

Sanctuary 
 

Brian & Amy Medford’s home 

Jan 13 Evangelism Meeting 7:00pm Room 204 

Jan 16 Martha Pirkle Circle 10:30am Nonie Morton’s home 

Jan 17 Youth Depart for Winter Ignite Camp 5:00pm Leave from Skyland parking lot 

Jan 19 Witness Lunch and Prayer Walk 1:00pm Dining Room 

Jan 25 
Equipping the Saints 
 

Pot Pourri 

9:30am 
 

6:30pm 

Sanctuary 
 

Galaxy Diner 

Jan 26 Young Adult Lunch 1:00pm Mo’s Pizza—Briarcliff near Clairmont 

Jan 27 Worship Meeting 7:00pm Room 204 



Skyland Church News 

During Friday Night Fire on 
Jan 3rd our wonderful Skyland 

kids, grades K-6 will be 
packing hygiene bags for the 
7 Bridges Ministry, followed 

by snacks and a movie.   

Blessed  
to be a  
Blessing 

 Three Kings Celebration/El Dia de Los Tres Reyes Magos will be on 

Sunday, January 5th in the dining room after the 11:00 am 

services.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend!   

We will learn about the Latin American cultural tradition of celebrating 

the Three Kings – children traditionally expect their Christmas gifts, not 

from Santa Claus, but from the Three Kings.  Kids will have a chance to 

break the piñata.  Lunch will be served (tamales) followed by the  

traditional “King’s Crown” bread, along with hot chocolate. 

 

On Sunday, January 5th, the Sunday 

Night Bible Study group will begin an 

excellent 12-Session Study from 

Beth Moore on the book of Daniel.  

See Cathy Wages for a workbook 

Saturday, January 11     5:00pm 

Brian and Amy Medford’s home  

 

Potluck Supper and a fun time solving 

the mystery.  Kids are welcome and can 

even be a part of the mystery. 

Skyland is part of a ministry outreach called Backpack Buddies.  One in six American children go 
hungry in the U.S. at some point during the year.   Often these children receive their only good 

meals at their school.  The goal of Backpack Buddies is to provide food for these children on 
weekends to make sure they stay nourished with enough easy to prepare and ready to eat 

meals and snacks for two days.  We are delivering 25 bags of non-perishable food each Thursday 
to Montclair Elementary School that will go home every Friday with children that the school 

counselors have identified as most in need.    
 You can help in several ways.   

• Work with a team to pack 100 bags on the 1st Thursdays of each month at 11:00am in the dining room.   
• Deliver 25 bags weekly to Montclair on a Wednesday or Thursday. 
• Donate funds to buy the food.  Every little bit helps;  $ 5.00 will feed a child for the whole weekend. 
• Donate food.  Containers will be in Holy Grounds and the Dining Room.  Some people have ordered items from Amazon and 

had them shipped to the church!  The goal is to provide servings of 4 proteins, 4 vegetables, 2 milks, 2 juices, 2  breakfast 
items & 2 snacks.  All items should be non-perishable or shelf stable and individually packaged.  Pop top cans are ideal.    

       No glass containers.   Contact Eleanor Flanagan in the office for more info.  The following are some recommended items:  

Mac & Cheese Canned vegetables Cookies Applesauce cups 

Canned tuna Canned beans Granola bars Ramen Noodles 

Canned chicken Rice—1 pound bags Cereal bars Cheese & Cracker packs 

Canned chili Shelf stable milk 8oz Juice boxes  Individual oatmeal pkts 

Spaghetti-O’s Vienna sausages  Fruit cups Pudding cups 

Canned Ravioli Individual cereal boxes Peanut butter Canned Beef Stew 

“Because hunger doesn’t take the weekend off” 

“The prophet Daniel faced unbelievable pressures—to 
compromise his faith, to live in a hostile culture, and to 
confront temptations and threats. Today, believers face 

many of the same trials. This study examines how believers 
can develop integrity in our modern-day Babylon, and then 
explores prophecies from the time of Daniel through the 

second coming of Christ.”   



Miguel A. Velez, Senior Pastor 

Jose Rodriguez, Associate Pastor, Latino Ministry 
&  Youth Pastor 

 

Markeila Guinyard, Children’s Ministry 

Kristen Wages, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Will Morgan, Spanish Worship Leader 

Michael Webb, Traditional Pianist 

Eleanor Flanagan, Treasurer 
& Administrative Assistant 

 

Barbara Snipes, Fellowship Dinner Chef 

Leah Sanders, Nursery Coordinator 

Nicole Huaman, Nursery Staff  

Daisy Hernandez, Nursery Staff 

Rita Thomas, Nursery Staff 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

        

       

Aida Ayala, Tom Baker, Jimmy Boyd, Sherry Bell,  Sarah Bryson,  Betty Clark, Jim & Nancy  Drew,  
Brandon Freeman, Wanda Miller, George Molina, Florence Montgomery, Nonie Morton,  Bill O’Donald,   

Leon Sexton, Perry & Cindy Shelfer, Mitch & Barbara Snipes, Dan Toohey, John Upchurch 

Pray for One Another 

1/3 
German Betancourt 

Zoe Mendoza 

1/10 Alycia Vélez Miranda 

1/13 Betty Jarrett 

1/14 Pete Wages 

1/16 Rene Aguilar 

1/17 
Adam Jackson 

Leah Sanders 

  

  

1/18 
Sandy Sheehan 

Hannah Wages 

1/19 
Kayla Burt 

Kyree Woods 

1/26 
Valentina Santamaria 

Bob and Yvonne Norman 

1/30 Aaron Wise 

1/31 
Jim Drew 

Jim & Nancy Drew 

  

Latino Ministry                                                                                                                 Pastor José Rodriguez 

Santiago 1:5-8 
 Si a alguno de ustedes le falta sabiduría, pídasela a Dios, y él se la dará, pues Dios da a todos generosamente sin 
menospreciar a nadie.  Pero que pida con fe, sin dudar, porque quien duda es como las olas del mar, agitadas y llevadas 
de un lado a otro por el viento.   Quien es así no piense que va a recibir cosa alguna del Señor; es indeciso e inconstante 
en todo lo que hace. 
 

Me encanta este verso porque habla de unas situaciónes que estaba le ocurriendo a un grupo de hermanos a 

quien Santiago se esta dirigiendo en este pasaje. Estos varones estaban pasando por diversas pruebas.  

Primero estaban en tierras lejanas. Luego tenian problemas sociales y 

económico. Cuando estos sienten las circunstancias en las se hallaban, 

comenzaron a dudar del cuidado de Dios. Ellos expresaban oración y fe,  

pero en teoría se les olvidaba de que Dios puede darnos la sabiduría necesaria 

para salir victoriosos de cada situación. 

Pero para que esta victoria se manifieste, la confianza tiene que estar 

plenamente en Dios in dar lugar a la duda.  Porque cuando dudan, dejan de 

confiar en nuestro Creador y las oraciones no podían ser contestadas. 
 

Asi que confíen en Dios y descansen en El. 

The youth are excited to again offer Valentine's Carnations this February.  Bouquets will be on 

sale in the Holy Grounds Hallway on Sunday mornings and at Wednesday Night Supper beginning 

January 12th and ending February 5th.   The bouquets, which are made up of three carnations, 

fern and baby's breath, will cost only $5 each.  This year the flowers will be distributed at church 

on Sunday, February 9th.  All money raised will support Youth Camp.  Thank you! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 

   

  1     HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Office closed 

KITCHEN CLOSED 
NO Wednesday Night 

Activities 

2 

11:00am Backpack 

Buddies Pack Day 

Dining Room 

 

3   FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE 

 6:15 SUPPER 
 7:00 WORSHIP 

SkyKids Service Project 

Room 204 

4 

5    COMMUNION 
Latino & Contemporary 

services combine at 
11:00am in Sanctuary  

 

9:00 Traditional—Chapel 
 

12:30pm  Three Kings  
 Celebration -Dining Rm 
 

6:00pm Adult Bible Study 
              Room 204 

6 
 
 
 

 

7 
 

9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 
 

 

8  
Youth, Kings Kids, Adult 
Bible Study & ESL classes 

resume 
 
 

Spaghetti, Salad 

Garlic Bread 

 

9 
 
12:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Huntington Station 

10 11 

9:30am   Equipping the  
               Saints Ministry 
               Sanctuary 
 
Young Adults Mystery  
       Dinner Party 
Brian & Amy Medfords 
5:00pm 

 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

13 
 
 
 

 
7:00pm  Evangelism Mtg 
Room 204 

14 
 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 
    Young Lives, Dining, 

15 

 

 

Veggies & Cornbread 

16  
 
10:30am   
   Martha Pirkle Circle    
   Nonie Morton’s home 
 
 

17 

 

Youth depart for Winter 

Ablaze 

5:00pm  Sky parking lot 

 

18 

19  
1:00pm Witness Lunch 
       & Prayer Walk—DR 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

20 
 
Youth return from 
Winter Ablaze 
 
 
 
    
 

21 
 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

22 
 
 

Soup & Salad 

23 
12:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Huntington Station 

24 25 
9:30am   Equipping the  
               Saints Ministry 
               Sanctuary 
 

 

 

6:30pm  Pot Pourri 

         Galaxy Diner 

26 1:00pm  YA Lunch  
Mo’s Pizza  - Briarcliff 
near Clairmont 
 
        
6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

27 
 
 
 
7:00pm  Worship Mtg 
Room 204 
 

28 
 
9:30am  Adult Bible  
          Study   Room 204 
 
 
 

7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

29 
 

Rotisserie Chicken 

Rice & Gravy 

Mixed Veggies 

30 
 

31  

  January 2020
Regular Wednesday Activities:        

  6:30pm  King's Kids , Youth        

    ESL Classes - Room 204 & Library 

  6:45pm  Bible Study  Room 108               

Regular Sunday Activities:   9:00am  Traditional Worship - Chapel | 10:00am  Holy Grounds      

10:15am  Small Group Studies | 11:00am  Contemporary Worship Service - Sanctuary        

           |  11:00am  Latino Worship Service - Chapel 

9:00-11:00am Open Table Worship Services - FH, Nursery, Room 108, Youth Room 


