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Come worship 
                                 the Lord  

with abandon 

1850 Skyland Terrace 
Brookhaven, GA  30319 

404-634-6209 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.skylandumc.org 

FRIDAY  
NIGHT FIRE 

 

Sept 6th 
 

 

6:15pm Supper 

7:00pm Worship 

Please call the  
office on Monday,  

turn in a Connection  
Card or go online to  
make reservations 

“Light of the World”   

Light is a universal symbol for God and truth. Throughout scripture, 
references to light defeating darkness and overcoming it abound.  

In movie making, a famous phrase is “lights, camera, action”. It is a 
reminder that nothing happens until the lights hit the scene. It is the light that 
makes it possible for the camera to capture the action happening on set. It is 
the light that helps the details come to life. It is the light that makes colors 
vibrant and reveals things previously not seen. Lighting makes all the 
difference in movies and it makes all the difference in worship. 

In worship, light plays a similar role. Most Christian worship services 
have light and many of them feature candles to represent the light of Christ. 
This light is a reminder that God is present when we worship, that His light 
not only illuminates our daily lives but leads us in worship to a closer 
experience with Him. The candles are usually placed on the altar or on stands 
so that they can clearly be seen by those who are in worship. They are often 
placed prominently front and center to remind us that God is the center of 
our worship and devotion, that He is the reason we come together as the 
body of Christ.  

The light is usually brought in from the back of the sanctuary. An 
acolyte brings in the light and has the awesome responsibility of initiating the 
worship to God in the service. The word “acolyte” goes back to the Greek 
root akolouthos, meaning "follower," and it came into English in the 14th 
century. The chief offices of an acolyte are to light the candles on the altar 
and to assist the pastor in beginning and closing the service. Technically, the 
service does not begin until the light of Christ is brought to the altar signifying 
God’s presence and it does not end until the acolyte carries the light from the 
altar back out into the world. This physically represents what each of us is to 
do with the light of Christ in our own lives. We are to carry it out into the 
world for all to see.  

So performing the office of an acolyte is more than just lighting 
candles… it is part of our worship and a vivid reminder of our commitment to 
follow Christ and be bearers of his light. The first two Sundays in October, I 
will be training acolytes to serve. They will learn that they are a part of the 
worship team and crucially important in our worship service. When you see 
them performing their duties, I pray you will be inspired to carry the light of 
Christ with you wherever you go so that all can see that you are a follower of 
Jesus. 

 

Key Verse “No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but 
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.”  

Matthew 5:15 New Revised Standard Version 
 

Prayer for the Day: Lord help me be a light in the darkness so that people can 
see you. Amen  

9/4 
Deli Sandwiches 

Chips 

9/11 

Sesame Chicken 

Mixed Veggies 

Mashed Potatoes 

9/18 
Loaded Potato Bar 

Salad 

9/25 
Spaghetti, Salad 

Garlic Bread 



Then He called the crowd to Him along with His disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be My disciple must 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow Me.”   Mark 8:34 
 

    A couple of weeks ago, Kyree Woods and I shared about different random topics, mostly about Jesus.   We 

shared stories and had some awesome conversations.  A word that stood out that evening was the “Cross” so 

we said “hmm, how about if we take this word to our youth gathering?”  We did and had a great discussion, as 

we were engaging in the topic in His presence. What comes to your mind when you hear about the Cross?    

For those who know me, I always wear jewelry.  I have worn jewelry since I 

was very young.   In the past, it was gold and silver, but now I wear stainless 

steel.  In my collection, I have a bracelet that is encircled with crosses, 

another that has a cross and the Lord’s Prayer, a pinky ring with a cross, and 

two cross charms that I alternate depending on the occasion.  No, I’m not 

crucified, but the jewelry always opens a conversation that leads to the 

meaning of the Cross and that leads to the name of Jesus. 

   The Cross, to me, represents where my life should have been. Knowing 

that Jesus took my place, I pray that He shows me how to deny myself every 

day as I continue to follow Him.   What does the cross mean to you? What 

does the Word in Mark 8:34 speak to you?  May the Lord reveal that special 

meaning as you continue to seek the presence of the God of the cross.  May 

the Lord bless you and keep you!! 

 Youth                                      Pastor José Rodriguez 

Important Dates 

9/2 LABOR DAY—Office closed   

9/6 
Friday Night Fire 

     Supper 

7:00pm 

6:15pm 

Sanctuary 

Dining Room 

9/7 Blessing of the Animals 10:00am Front Lawn 

9/9 
Nominations Meeting 

Oraciones Latinas 
7:00pm 

Room 204 

Chapel 

9/12 
SkyAngels 

Huntington Station Outreach  

11:30am 

12:00pm 

Longhorn Toco Hills 

Huntington Station Apts 

9/14 Equipping the Saints  9:30am Sanctuary 

9/15 Witness Lunch & Prayer Walk 1:00pm Dining Room 

9/19 Martha Pirkle Circle 10:30am Nonie Morton’s home 

9/23 Oraciones Latinas 7:00pm Chapel 

9/26 Huntington Station Outreach  12:00pm Huntington Station Apts 

9/28 

Equipping the Saints  

7 Bridges Ministry 

Pot Pourri 

9:30am 

11:15am 

6:30pm 

Sanctuary 

Leave from parking lot 

Galaxy Diner 

9/29 Young Adult Lunch  1:00pm Tin Drum—Olde Perimeter Way 



Skyland Church News 

 

 

Every 2nd and 4th Saturday     Skyland Sanctuary    9:30am-11:00am 
 

Everyone is welcome 
 

Praise & Worship  *  Bible based Teaching  *  Prayer & Ministry 
 

Led by Dr. Jim Pirkle  

During Friday Night Fire on Sept 6th, our 

wonderful Skyland kids, grades K-6 will be 

participating in a service project in Room 204 

to support the Blessing of the Animals 

Outreach.  When they are finished, they will 

have snacks and watch 

a movie.  If you can 

volunteer to help 

Markeila with this, 

please contact her or 

the office. 

Join us for the Blessing of the Animals 

Saturday, September 7th 

       at 10:00am  

in front of the church. 
 

This will be a great  

time to meet our   

neighbors and  

make them  

feel welcome. 

One of our mission outreach 

partners, Angela Campbell, 

is looking for volunteers to 

help with K-1 aged children 

with tutoring on Tuesdays 

and/or Thursdays from 4-5:30 p.m.  No experience 

needed.  This takes place at the Huntington Apartment 

complex on Plaster Rd. across from St. Pius High 

School.  The volunteers would be assisting 4-6 children 

doing homework and helping them to learn how to read 

and then having some play time if they finish early.  A 

snack is provided by her program for the children at the 

end as they leave.  Mrs. Angela would like volunteers 

who would commit through the school year.  Contact 

Pastor José if you are interested. 

The Sunday Night Bible Study will resume on September 
8th with the Beth Moore study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. 
During this nine week study, you’ll learn how to let go of 
past mistakes and discover your circumstances are not 

coincidental - God's timing is 
impeccable! Whether you’re facing 

family crises, medical diagnoses, 
relationship troubles, doubts, or fears, 

you’ll come away encouraged that 
even though it may not feel that way, 

you are exactly where Christ wants you 
to be!  Contact Cathy Wages by Sept. 

3rd for a workbook.  

 

Blessed 
to be a 
Blessing 

Acolyte Training   Sundays, October 6 and 13 
10:00am—Sanctuary 

Being an acolyte is more than just 
lighting candles… it is part of our 
worship and a vivid reminder of 
our commitment to follow Christ 
and be bearers of his light. They 
are a part of the worship team 
and crucially important in our 

worship service. Contact Pastor 
Miguel if you are interested in 

having your child serve. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miguel A. Velez, Senior Pastor 

Jose Rodriguez, Associate Pastor, Latino Ministry 
&  Youth Pastor 

 

Markeila Guinyard, Children’s Ministry 

Kristen Wages, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Will Morgan, Spanish Worship Leader 

Michael Webb, Traditional Pianist 

Eleanor Flanagan, Comptroller  

& Administrative Assistant 

Barbara Snipes, Fellowship Dinner Chef 

Natacha Morales, Nursery Coordinator 

Nicole Huaman, Nursery Staff  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

    

Tom Baker, Jimmy Boyd, Sherry Bell,  Sarah Bryson,  Betty Clark, Jim & Nancy  Drew,  
Brandon Freeman, Wanda Miller, Florence Montgomery, Nonie Morton,  Bill O’Donald,   

Leon Sexton, Perry & Cindy Shelfer, Mitch & Barbara Snipes, Dan Toohey, John Upchurch 

Pray for One Another 

9/3 
Max Stanley 

Ottley & Betty Clark 

9/4 Dan & Katrina Toohey 

9/6 Bill & Cathy Wages 

9/9 
Von Rodriguez 

Revel & Mary Freeman 

9/14 Amy Medford 

9/16 Jennifer Turner 

9/17 Josh Kenyon 

9/18 Sofia Matias 

9/22 Bob Norman 

9/26 
Meade Morgan 

Noe Santamaria, Jr.  

9/28 
Sheila Sheffler de la Cruz 

Jefferson Morton 

9/30 

Ben & Kristi Hill 

Juan Tiul de la Cruz 

Jackson Sanders 

Liberty Sanders 

Mike Bryan 

Latino Ministry                                                                                                                 Pastor José Rodriguez 

“God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him as you have helped His people 

and continue to help them.”      Hebrews 6:10 

    The great commission that Jesus gave us, His children, was to go and make disciples of all nations. When I hear 

those words, I am reminded that, before someone can become a disciple of Jesus, he or she has to first receive 

Jesus. We just can’t walk up to someone and say “hey, come on, let’s make you into a disciple”.   Unfortunately, we 

won’t get the best response out of that.   But how do we lead people to know about Jesus?  I believe we have to 

show Jesus living in us. How? One of the best ways is by serving others; not with pride; not serving in order to say 

“hey, look what I did”.  But by showing people through our service it was our love for Jesus that moved us to 

provide the service.   People who do not know Jesus, will hear Jesus’s voice far more through our actions than our 

words. So let us serve others as we are serving Jesus. God will remember every detail and intention that comes out 

of your heart.   With this said, there is always an opportunity to serve our community here at Skyland. The preschool 

at Huntington Station is in need of volunteers for their afterschool program. Here are the details from last year: 
 

One of our mission outreach partners, Angela Campbell, is looking for volunteers to help with K-1 aged children 

with tutoring on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4-5:30 p.m.  No experience needed.  This takes place at the 

Huntington Apartment complex on Plaster Rd. across from St. Pius High 

School.  The volunteers would be assisting 4-6 children doing homework and 

helping them to learn how to read and then having some play time if they finish 

early.  A snack is provided by her program for the children at the end as they 

leave.  We had discussed in Missions group on Planning Day our desire to do 

more with tutoring.  This opportunity gives us a good way to plug into an existing 

program and take turns helping out.  Mrs. Angela would like volunteers who 

would commit through the school year.   
 

 As you pray for this opportunity to serve, please feel free in contacting me with 

any detailed questions.  



  September 2019 
    Regular Wednesday Activities:   
 

6:30pm  King's Kids        ESL Classes - Room 204/Library 

6:45pm  Bible Study  Room 108  

7:00pm  Youth 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1      COMMUNION 2    LABOR DAY 

 
    OFFICE CLOSED 

3 
 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

4 

 

Deli Sandwiches 

Chips 

5 6 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE 
6:15 SUPPER 

7:00 WORSHIP 

7 

10:00 am 

Blessing of the Animals 

Front Lawn 

8 
 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

9 
 
7:00pm  Nominations  
Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Oraciones Latinas 
Chapel 

10 
 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 
    Young Lives, Dining, 

11 
 

Sesame Chicken 

Mixed Veggies 

Mashed Potatoes 

12 

11:30am  SkyAngels  
Longhorn Toco Hills 
 
12:00pm  
Huntington Station 
Outreach 

13 14 

9:30am   Equipping the  
               Saints Ministry 
               Sanctuary 

15 
1:00pm Witness Lunch 
& Prayer Walk  
 
 
 
 

6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

16 17 
 

9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
 

7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

18 

Loaded Baked  

Potato Bar 

Salad 

19 
 
10:30am   
   Martha Pirkle Circle    
   Nonie Morton’s home 

20 21 

22 
 
 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

23 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm  Oraciones Latinas 
Chapel 

24 
 

9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

25 
 

Spaghetti 

Salad 

Garlic Bread 

26 
 
12:00pm  
Huntington Station 
Outreach 

27 28 
9:30am   Equipping the  
               Saints Ministry 
               Sanctuary 
 

11:15am  7 Bridges 
Ministry—leave pkg lot 
 

6:30pm  Pot Pourri 
         Galaxy Diner 

29  1:00pm  YA Lunch 

      Tin Drum—Olde    
      Perimeter Way 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

30    

FALL FEST IS 

OCTOBER 19th!! 

 

Regular Sunday Activities:   9:00am  Traditional Worship - Chapel | 10:00am  Holy Grounds      
10:15am  Small Group Studies | 11:00am  Contemporary Worship Service - Sanctuary        
           |  11:00am  Latino Worship Service - Chapel 
9:00-11:00am Open Table Worship Services - FH, Nursery, Room 108, Youth Room 
3:00-6:00pm Trinity Anglican Worship Services—Sanctuary, Nursery, Youth Room 


