
Announcements for the next 
Skywriter are due 4/23/19 

Skywriter 
From the Desk of                                   Pastor Miguel Vélez 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 $4 Adults  |  $1.50 Children 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

4/3   Loaded Baked Potatoes 
   Salad 
 

4/10   Veggies 
   Mac & Cheese 
 

4/17   Ham 
   Sweet Potatoes 
   Green Beans 
 

4/24   Meat Loaf  
   Mashed Potatoes 
   Green Peas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Come worship 

                                 the Lord  
with abandon 

1850 Skyland Terrace 
Brookhaven, GA  30319 

404-634-6209 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.skylandumc.org 

FRIDAY  
NIGHT FIRE 

 

Will be held on 

Good Friday 

April 19 
 

 

6:15pm Supper 

7:00pm Worship 

 

As many of you know, we are partners in ministry with Presencia 
Atlanta.  They share a space on the ground floor with Immigrant Hope.  We 
were so pleased to hear that they are about to celebrate their 10th 
Anniversary.  We rejoice with them and wanted to share some of their goals 
and accomplishments with you.   

 
At Presencia, we start with kids at a young age, teaching them how to lead 
with love by being a present example.  We have four main values we aim to 

grow in our children, youth, leaders and volunteers at Presencia:  
 

Kindness - seeking the well-being of others, and showing love through our 
actions 
Generosity - sharing what we have and giving what we do not need 
Respect - recognizing the good, the beauty, and the dignity that exists 
in each other 
Responsibility - doing what we say we will do, and owning our actions 
   
Our leaders teach these values through:  
   
> Neighborhood Tutoring - homework help, reading practice, healthy meals,  
   and field trips for about 50 kids in our neighborhood 
>Youth Mentoring- college prep, career development, service opportunities,  
   monthly neighborhood clean-ups, and CREATE Presencia Studio days 
> Leadership Development & Job Opportunities- sales and retail experience  
   through our Presencia pop-up shops, and childhood development and  
   education experience through our tutoring director positions 

  

In our first ten years, Presencia has served approximately forty youth 
each year through our afterschool and leadership development programs. 
100% of Presencia’s leadership development program participants have 
graduated from high school, while our local public high school has a 
graduation rate of just 56%. Currently, Presencia employs 4 high school 
youth, and 1 college student as tutoring directors.  Most of them started with 
Presencia when they were in elementary school and now lead the next 
generation of Presencia youth.  

 

Earlier this spring, Presencia had the opportunity to move the after 
school program to a new space, a second apartment in our complex. This 
space will allow for more regular programming for the 35+ eager youth who 
come to our doors weekly. It will also offer the opportunity for our tutoring 
directors and community volunteers to create exciting new programs for 
youth, including bible studies, acting classes and soccer camps. Most 
importantly, the move represents growth and sustainability for our nonprofit. 
We want Presencia’s programs to be around for the next 10 years and to 
serve 400+ more neighborhood youth with the same one-on-one “presence” 

Pease call the office 
on Monday,  

turn in a Connection  
Card or go online to  
make reservations 

If you would like to know more about Presencia or would like to help with 

their ministry, visit their website for more information:  
 

https://presenciaatl.org/ 



“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
mistreat you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt 
from them.  Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.  Do to others as you 
would have them do to you.  If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them.  And if 
you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that.  And if you lend to those from whom you 
expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full.  But love your enemies, do 
good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the 
Most High, because He is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”  Luke 6:27-36  
 

     It’s so easy to love those who are like us, those that have the same ideas as we do, 
those that live a similar lifestyle as we do etc., etc.…But what about those who think 

differently then we do?  What about that new 
guy who just moved from another country 

with a different culture and he is in your 
circle?  They are in a new place where they 

may not know anyone and feel very isolated.  
What do we do?  Do we act as if they are 

nonexistent or do we reach out to make them 
feel welcome?    Do we have any idea how 

many new students in our schools are there 
against their will? We all went through that I 

am sure.  Every Wednesday, we have the opportunity to gather around and share our hearts. I have noticed that 
some (not all) feel lonely or rejected and it goes on week in and week out.  Well, here is the good news!!   Luke 

Chapter 6 shares some valuable advice as to how we can 
make a difference.  Love those who are different, even if 

you don’t share the same ideas. We are not here to 
convince people.  We just need to love them so they can 

truly know the compassionate God we love and serve.  
I’m in your corner!!    Go for it!! 

 Youth                                      Pastor José Rodriguez 

Important Dates 

4/1 Spring Break begins   

4/13 Church Wide Work Day  9am-1pm Church grounds 

4/14 Palm Sunday   

4/18 

Maundy Thursday 

    Footwashing  

    Communion Service 

9am-2pm & 

5:30-6:30pm 

7pm 

Chapel 

Chapel 

Sanctuary 

4/19 Good Friday Service 7:00pm Sanctuary 

4/20 Easter Egg Hunt 2:00pm Church grounds 

4/21 
Sunrise Service 

Easter – One Combined Service 

6:45am 

11:00am 

Front Lawn  

Sanctuary 

4/22 Evangelism Meeting 7:00 pm Room 204 

4/27 Pot Pourri 6:30pm Galaxy Diner 

4/28 Young Adults Lunch 1:00pm Jersey Mike’s—Johnson Ferry  

4/29 Worship Meeting 7:00pm Room 204 



Skyland Church News 

 CHURCH WIDE WORK DAY      Saturday, April 13    9am—1pm 

Help make our church grounds beautiful for Holy Week!     Many hands 

make light work!!   We will be cleaning the area, planting shrubs, flowers 

and spreading mulch & pine straw.  Please label & bring your yard 

equipment: rakes, gloves, leaf blowers, shovels, trowels, etc.   

Coffee & Donuts + pizza lunch provided 

Childcare available for infants & toddlers   

If you would like to donate funds toward buying the flowers and other 

needed supplies, please mark your check with “Work Day”. 

The Evangelism Committee 
is hosting the annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 

April 20 at 2 p.m.  We will need lots of Easter 
Eggs.   Please bring filled eggs (no chocolate), hollow 
plastic eggs, or small toys or treats that fit in an egg 

to the Church Office by April 14.  Please contact 
Margie Morgan 

if you would 
like to 

volunteer to 
help.  Many 

volunteers are 
needed! 

Praise Jesus as King and Savior with palm branches on PALM SUNDAY at our 

9am traditional or 11am contemporary services. 
 

 

Relive Jesus’ call to serve on MAUNDY THURSDAY with foot washing  

(9:00am to 2:00pm and 5:30 to 6:30pm) and a communion service at 7pm. 
 

 

 

Experience the cross like never before on GOOD FRIDAY, when we reflect on 

Jesus’ last seven words at our 7pm service. 
 

 

Load up on baskets of fun at our 2pm EASTER EGG HUNT for kids up to age 11.  

Enjoy prizes, crafts, face painting and more. 
 

Join us EASTER SUNDAY for a sunrise service at 6:45am and one combined 

service at 11am with traditional and contemporary worship.  

4.14 
 
 
 

 
 

4.18 
 
 
 

 

4.19 
 
 
 

 

4.20 
 
 

 
 
 

4.21 

Saturday 
May 4,  

8 am to 1 pm,  
The Evangelism 

Committee is 

holding a yard sale. 

Please donate your gently used housewares, tools, furniture 

(nothing broken), and clothing for babies, kids and teens. No 

adult clothing or shoes please! You can bring in your donations 

now and place them on the shelves in the storage tunnel 

behind the dining room.   For more information please contact 

Margie Morgan  (404-375-1221).  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miguel A. Velez, Senior Pastor 

Jose Rodriguez, Associate Pastor   

&  Youth Pastor 

Kristen Wages, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Will Morgan, Spanish Worship Leader 

Michael Webb, Traditional Pianist 

Eleanor Flanagan, Comptroller  

& Administrative Assistant 

Barbara Snipes, Fellowship Dinner Chef 

Leah Sanders, Nursery Coordinator 

Lauren Newlands, Nursery Staff  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

        

       

Tom Baker, Sherry Bell,  Brenda Gail Borg (John’s sister-in-law), Sarah Bryson,  Betty Clark,   
Jim & Nancy  Drew, Brandon Freeman, Wanda Miller, Florence Montgomery, Nonie Morton,   

Bill O’Donald,  Perry & Cindy Shelfer, Dan Toohey, John Upchurch 

Pray for One Another 

4/1 Madison Sanders 

4/2 

Mary Montgomery 

Helen Pirkle 

David & Kacie Flanagan 

4/3 Philip Wages 

4/6 Ashley Aguilar 

4/7 
Brenda Borg 

Taylor Venable 

4/9 Bill O’Donald 

4/10 Chris Morgan 

4/11 Addy Stanley 

4/13 Resa Ogden 

4/16 Caroline Boccarossa 

4/17 Lily Morgan 

4/18 
Barbara Snipes 

Michael Webb 

4/19 José & Angie Rodriguez 

4/22 
Mary Ann Armistead 

Brian & Amy Medford 

4/24 Matt Morton 

4/25 Fred Stover 

4/29 Eli Medford 

 Skyland Latino                                                                                                  From the desk of Pastor José   

 The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your hand.  
Not one of them will be able to withstand you.”   Joshua 10:8  

 

Push while we pray 
 

     I was listening to a sermon not too long ago, where the pastor was sharing about 
the time when his first child was born. He shared that he and the gynecologist were 
dear friends and that during the birth, the pastor noticed that the doctor’s facial 
expression changed. He started asking the doctor what was wrong, but the doctor 
was stalling and kept telling the mother to not stop pushing.  After a while, the baby 
was born but the new parents noticed that the baby wasn’t crying. After several 
agonizing minutes, they finally heard the baby cry, so everything was good. Then, 
the doctor spoke to the pastor (new father) and explained the umbilical cord had 
been wrapped around the baby’s neck and they had to work extra hard for them to 
save the baby from choking or having other damages caused by this.   The doctor 
was also a Christian man and while he was working hard to save the baby’s life, he 
was praying non-stop.  The pastor said that faith is not simply praying and then waiting; faith is also praying while we push. 
     In the story of Joshua, we see that Joshua was about to face the biggest battle of his life.  During this process, God had 
spoken to Joshua and told him, “I have given them to you”; not “I will”, but it’s already done.  I realized that, even though 
Joshua received the victory from God, he continued to march all night. Why?  Many times we  pray and then sit in our 
comfort zones, waiting on a miracle.  In reality, prayer is often connected to action. That is how faith works.  God will 
connect all the dots, but we need to continue to march as we pray.       God doesn’t need our help, but He requires our 
obedience and before we know it, the miracle will manifest.   The victory is ours, it’s a done deal, but we need to 
march every day towards that victory and we will see the hand of God move in our favor.    Let’s march together.  

Updated Church  

Directory Coming Soon 

If you have moved or changed your 

contact info since July 2017, please 

send your new info to the office. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Spring Break begins 

2 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 
 

3     NO KINGS KIDS 
NO ESL 

 

There will be Bible study 
And Youth 

 

Loaded Baked 

Potato, Salad 

4 
 

5 

 

 

 

6 

7    COMMUNION 
 
 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

8 9 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 
    Young Lives, Dining, 
    Nursery, Youth Rooms 

10 
 

Veggies 

Mac & Cheese 

11 
12:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Huntington Station 

12 13 

 Yard Work Day 

 9:00am—1pm 

14 
PALM SUNDAY 

 
6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

15 16 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

17 
 
Ham, Green Beans 

Sweet Potatoes 

18    Maundy Thursday 
Footwashing 9:00am-2:00pm 
             and   5:30pm-6:30pm 
Communion Service  7:00pm 
 

10:30am - Martha Pirkle Circle    
          Nonie Morton’s home 
 

12:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
                Huntington Station 

19 

7:00pm 

Good Friday 

service 

20 

2:00pm 
EASTER EGG HUNT 

 

21       EASTER 
 
6:45am Sunrise Service 
 
11:00am   
One Combined Service  

22 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Evangelism Mtg 
Room 204 

23 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

24 
 

Meat Loaf, 

Mashed Potatoes 

Green Peas 

25 
 
12:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Huntington Station 

26 27 

 

 

 

6:30pm  Pot Pourri 

         Galaxy Diner 

28 1:00pm  YA Lunch  
Jersey Mike’s    
Johnson Ferry Rd 
 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

29 

 

 

7:00pm  Worship Mtg 

Room 204 

30 

9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

    

  April 2019 
Regular Wednesday Activities:         

6:30pm  King's Kids    -      ESL Classes - Room 204 & Library 

6:45pm  Bible Study  Room 108    

7:00pm  Youth   

Regular Sunday Activities:   9:00am  Traditional Worship - Chapel | 10:00am  Holy Grounds      
10:15am  Small Group Studies | 11:00am  Contemporary Worship Service - Sanctuary        
           |  11:00am  Latino Worship Service - Chapel 
9:00-11:00am Open Table Worship Services - FH, Nursery, Room 108, Youth Room 
3:00-6:00pm Trinity Anglican Worship Services—Sanctuary, Nursery, Youth Room 


