
Announcements for the next 
Skywriter are due 3/25/19 

Skywriter 
From the Desk of                                   Pastor Miguel Vélez 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 $4 Adults  |  $1.50 Children 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

3/6    Lasagna & Salad 
 
3/13    Assorted Salads 
 
3/20    Sesame Chicken  
    Rice & Gravy 
    Mixed Veggies 
 
3/27    Breakfast for Supper 
     Kids Wear Jammies 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come worship 
                                 the Lord  

with abandon 

1850 Skyland Terrace 
Brookhaven, GA  30319 

404-634-6209 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.skylandumc.org 

FRIDAY  
NIGHT FIRE 

 

 

March 1st 
 

 

6:15pm Supper 

7:00pm Worship 

General Conference Briefing 
As many of you know, the Special Called session of the General 

Conference of the United Methodist Church took place this past weekend. The 
church had four plans and a number of legislative proposals to consider related to 
the church’s ongoing debate over human sexuality, biblical authority and the 
general direction of the church. By a vote of 56% of the more than 800 delegates 
present and voting, the church adopted the Traditional Plan as the way forward 
for the United Methodist Church.  This Plan affirms the church’s standing 
position against homosexuality, prohibits same sex weddings and the ordination 
of self-avowed practicing homosexuals. Parts of the plan have already been 
deemed unconstitutional by the Judicial Council of the church and will not be 
enforceable until General Conference 2020 makes changes to bring them into 
compliance with the constitution, if it chooses to do so. The other plans were all 
voted down in the legislative committee session of General Conference. Other 
legislation was passed regarding pension benefits for clergy that leave the 
denomination and churches that choose to leave over this decision. A full listing 
of the legislation considered at General Conference can be found in the 
Advanced Daily Christian Advocate (booklet of all that the delegates had):                    
http://cdnfiles.umc.org/Website_Properties/general-conference/2019/documents/
general-conference-2019-adca-english.pdf                                                                
The legislation that passed can be tracked by searching in this link:                 
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/2019-general-conference-legislation-tracking 

These are just the facts as I feel it is important for you to know what is 
going on in our denomination at the general level and what has transpired. 

On a personal note, I want to share with you my perspective on what has 
taken place. The issue of human sexuality is one that still divides our church. It 
boils down to whether or not you believe that homosexuality is a sin and how 
you interpret scripture and its authority on this and other issues that affect our 
daily lives. Regardless of which side of the issue you come down on, some things 
remain unchanged for us as Christians. Every person has sacred worth because 
we are all made in the image of God. This means that God loves every one of us 
because we are His creation and He wants to redeem us all. Taking one position 
or the other does not mean that we are not committed to loving one another or 
that we are not committed to Jesus. However, what we intend and what actually 
comes across to those with differing opinions is not always the same.  Delegates 
on both sides at times tried to tell each other that they weren’t loving or Christian 
or spiritual or this or that because they did not agree with their position or 
interpretation of scripture. Brother and sisters, we can only speak for ourselves 
when it comes to our relationship with God and our understanding of our faith. 
None of us can presume to know what anyone else’s relationship with God is like 
or tell them what it should be like. We cannot understand the pain or joy 
experienced by those who are passionate on both sides of the issue as a result of 
this decision. What we can do is agree that God has called us to make disciples of 
all nations; He has called us to love one another and to follow His 
commandments. Sharing the gospel message with others is our main task. So, 
while our denomination sorts out its legislation and does its work at the general 
level, our work at the local church is still to welcome people and invite them into 
a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. I love and respect people on both sides of 
this debate, even the ones I disagree with. I am grateful for the delegates that 
sought to carry out Holy Conferencing at General Conference and for all their 
hard work and prayer.  I hope you will join me in praying for our denomination 
as we continue our ministry together. 

May God’s grace and peace fill you this day and always. 

Pease call the office 
on Monday,  

turn in a Connection  
Card or go online to  
make reservations 

http://cdnfiles.umc.org/Website_Properties/general-conference/2019/documents/general-conference-2019-adca-english.pdf
http://cdnfiles.umc.org/Website_Properties/general-conference/2019/documents/general-conference-2019-adca-english.pdf
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/2019-general-conference-legislation-tracking


 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-

seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It 

always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.     1 Corinthians 13:4-7  

 

This letter from Paul to the church of Corinth teaches 

us how we should display love in our lives towards 

others.   The Bible gives reference to a specific kind of 

love as ‘agape’.  What is agape? Agape is a caring, self

-sacrificing commitment that shows itself in seeking 

the highest good of the one loved. 

Jesus showed His agape love by sacrificing Himself on 

the cross for you and me to have eternal life. 

This is the greatest act of selflessness that History has 

recorded.  This is the way Paul challenged that church 

to be as followers of Jesus Christ. 

As Christians we have the Holy Spirit. This means that 

if Jesus endured the cross, you and I can face what life 

throws at us.  Let us strive to love the way Paul calls 

us to love, because this is the love that God has 

shown to each of us. 

 Youth                                      Pastor José Rodriguez 

Important Dates 

3/1 
FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE  

      Supper  
7:00pm 

6:15pm 

Sanctuary 

Dining Room 

3/4 Trustees Meeting 7:00pm Room 204 

3/6 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
 

7:00pm 
 

Sanctuary 

3/13 Admin Council Meeting 6:45pm Fellowship Hall 

3/14 SkyAngels 11:30am Chili’s on Lavista Rd. 

3/16 Young Adult Trivia Night 6:30pm Galla’s Pizza—Peachtree Rd. 

3/17 Witness Lunch/Prayer Walk 1:00pm Dining Room 

3/21 Martha Pirkle Circle 10:30am Nonie Morton’s home 

3/25 Worship Meeting 7:00pm Room 204 

3/30 Pot Pourri 6:30pm Galaxy Diner 

3/31 Young Adult Lunch 1:00pm Pho 24—Buford Hwy 



Skyland Church News 

 Wednesday, March 6th  7:00pm  Sanctuary 
 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent; the time when 

many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting, 

repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline.  Ash Wednesday emphasizes 

two themes: our sinfulness before God and our human mortality. This service 

focuses on both themes, helping us to realize that both have been triumphed 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  During this service, a 

Cross will be brought into the Sanctuary and laid behind the altar.  People 

are invited to write on the available cards anything they wish to give up to 

God and nail it to the Cross.  Please invite a friend and join us for this deeply moving service.  

Breakfast for Supper   
 March 27 

Kids Wear Jammies 

 

Thursday 

March 14th 

11:30am 

Chili’s on Lavista Rd.  

 

New Tuesday Morning Bible Study begins  March 12th—9:30am  Room 204 

One in a Million: Journey to Your Promised Land, by Priscilla Shirer, is 7 week group 

study that encourages participants to fully engage in the abundant life God has 

waiting for those who will allow Him to take the lead in daily living. When you decide 

you’ve had your fill of halfway faith; when you want to get over being average and are 

ready to break out of the box; when you want to live it today and everyday then 

you’re ready to allow God’s spirit to bring radical spiritual change in your life.  One in 

a Million is an opportunity for you to experience your deliverance from strongholds, 

to conquer your wilderness living, and to claim your God-given inheritance. 

If you are interested in joining this study, see Cathy Wages for a workbook. 

Confirmation Class   March 10—April 14    
 

Classes will be held weekly during the Sunday 

School hour for 4th through 6th graders.  If 

you are older than this, but have never been 

confirmed, you may also join the classes.  The 

ceremony will be held on Easter Sunday.  See 

Pastor Miguel if you wish to sign up.  

YOUNG ADULTS TRIVIA NIGHT 
 

Saturday, March 16th 6:30 p.m. – TRIVIA END 
Galla’s Pizza—4849 Peachtree Rd, Chamblee 

 

Bring your wit for the trivia & your wallet for 

the pizza! It will be a fun night with friends as 
teams battle it out to prove who knows the 

most about history, movies, science, pop 

culture, & more!   **Please RSVP to Kayla Burt 

at (706) 490-7954 by Thursday, March 14th, as 

we need to make reservations.**  

 

 

 

 

 

Admin Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday 

March 13th   6:45pm 

Fellowship Hall 

All Committee Chairs need to 

turn in their reports to Jim Pirkle 

by Sunday, March 10th. 

jimpirkle2678@comcast.net 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miguel A. Velez, Senior Pastor 

Jose Rodriguez, Associate Pastor   

&  Youth Pastor 

Kristen Wages, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Will Morgan, Spanish Worship Leader 

Michael Webb, Traditional Pianist 

Eleanor Flanagan, Comptroller  

& Administrative Assistant 

Barbara Snipes, Fellowship Dinner Chef 

Leah Sanders, Nursery Coordinator 

Lauren Newlands, Nursery Staff  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

    

Tom Baker, Sherry Bell,  Brenda Gail Borg (John’s sister-in-law), Sarah Bryson,  Betty Clark,   
Jim & Nancy  Drew, Brandon Freeman, Wanda Miller, Florence Montgomery, Nonie Morton,   

Bill O’Donald,  Perry & Cindy Shelfer, Dan Toohey, John Upchurch 

Pray for One Another 

3/5 Yvonne Norman 

3/6 Jon & Jenny Sorenson 

3/7 Cindy Shelfer 

3/8 Jenny Morgan 

3/9 Nella Jones 

3/10 
Alex Rodriguez 

Marilyn Webb 

3/11 Sarah Bryson 

3/13 Eliel Martinez 

3/14 Joan Iddins 

3/15 John Upchurch 

3/16 Anna Vélez 

3/18 Lucy Mendoza 

3/20 
Mary Mullennix 

Perry & Cindy Shelfer 

3/23 Adonai Mendoza 

3/24 Jo Levy 

3/25 Mariana Bibiano 

3/27 Kayla Dixon 

3/29 Romelle Hut 

 Skyland Latino                                                                                                  From the desk of Pastor José   

 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts.   Impress them on your children. Talk about them 

when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.      Deut 6:6-7  

I have been the Associate Pastor at Skyland UMC since Father’s day 2016 and have been focused on the Latino Ministry.  

This was my first experience in being posted to a congregation that was already established.  To be completely honest, I 

was a bit concerned because I have always planted churches, so I didn’t know what to expect.  My first Sunday, I noticed 

that nearly all the worshipers I saw in the Chapel were mothers and children.   Where were all the men?  Well, that was a 

great question.   I prayed for God to guide my steps as I had no idea where to start.  I remember the words that my first 

pastor had shared with me when I took over my first congregation here 

in GA.    He said “Jose, 99% of the success you will encounter in your 

ministry will manifest when you just love people”.  

I’m so glad that the husbands and I have become great friends.  

To see the life changes in these men is an amazing miracle.  

There is still a lot of work to do, but the fact that little by little, I see 

these men coming to worship on Sundays, truly blesses my heart. 

This month God has been challenging the families of the church; from 

husbands to sons and daughters to wives and mothers.  

We know that it is our responsibility as parents to share God’s Word to 

our children on a daily basis.  So my question is……   What are we 

feeding our children?  Are we feeding them solid spiritual food, or are 

we feeding them junk.   Ministry starts at home and once we are faithful 

in that, we will experience God’s continuous blessings.    



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE 

6:15 SUPPER 

7:00 WORSHIP 

2 

3 COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 

6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

4 
 

7:00pm Trustees Mtg 
              Room 204 
 

7:00pm Celulas Latinas 
              Chapel 

5 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

6            7:00pm 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

Lasagna & Salad 

 

7 

12:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Huntington Station 

8 9 

 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

11 
 
 
 
7:00pm SPR Meeting 
               Room 204 

12 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 
Young Lives, Dining, 
    Nursery, Youth 

13 
Assorted Salads 

 

 
6:45  Admin Council 

Fellowship Hall 

14 

11:30am SkyAngels 

Chili’s on LaVista Rd. 

 

12:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Huntington Station 

15 16         Ana Vélez 

Quinceañera  
 

6:30pm  Young Adult 

Trivia Night 

Galla’s Pizza  

17 
1:00pm Witness Lunch 
& Prayer Walk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

18 
 
 
7:00pm  Celulas Latinas 
Chapel 

19 

9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

20 
 

Sesame Chicken 
Rice & Gravy 

Mixed Veggies 

21 

10:30am   
   Martha Pirkle Circle    
   Nonie Morton’s home 
 

12:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Huntington Station 

22 23   8:00am-5:00pm 

Naturalization Clinic 

Fellowship Hall 

 

 

24 
 
        
 

6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

25 
 
7:00pm Worship Mtg 
Room 204 

26 

9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

27 

Breakfast for Supper 

Kids wear jammies 

28 

12:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Huntington Station 

29 30 

 

 

6:30pm  Pot Pourri 

         Galaxy Diner 

31 1:00pm  YA Lunch 
Pho 24   Buford Hwy 
        
 

6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 
  

      

 March 2019 
Regular Wednesday Activities:        

  6:30pm  King's Kids        6:45pm  Bible Study  Room 108               

  6:30pm  ESL Classes - Room 204 & Library 

  7:00pm  Youth   

Regular Sunday Activities:   9:00am  Traditional Worship - Chapel | 10:00am  Holy Grounds      
10:15am  Small Group Studies | 11:00am  Contemporary Worship Service - Sanctuary        
           |  11:00am  Latino Worship Service - Chapel 
9:00-11:00am Open Table Worship Services - FH, Nursery, Room 108, Youth Room 
3:00-6:00pm Trinity Anglican Worship Services—Sanctuary, Nursery, Youth Room 


