
Announcements for the next 
Skywriter are due 9/23/18 

Skywriter 
From the Pastor’s Desk                                by Pastor Miguel Ve lez  

 

 
 
 
 

Pease call the  
office on Monday, 

turn in a Connection 
Card or go online to  
make reservations 

 
 

 $4 Adults  |  $1.50 Children 

 
 
 

 

9/5 Rotisserie Chicken 
 Rice & Gravy 
 Green Beans 
 
9/12    TBA 
 
9/19 TBA 
 
9/26 TBA 

 
Come worship 

the Lord  
with abandon 

1850 Skyland Terrace 
Brookhaven, GA  30319 

404-634-6209 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.skylandumc.org                                    ‘E’ 
 I have been trying to lose weight for a while now. Following a diet 

does not seem to be very compatible with church life. If you are Methodist, it 

can be an outright impossibility. At every turn, there is some yummy food, 

donuts, morning bagels, baked bread or something else that is sure to 

mess up your diet. One of the things you do if you are on a diet is monitor 

your weight. This requires you to get on a scale, yes, a scale, on a regular 

basis. One day, as I was climbing on my scale for my morning weigh in, the 

digital display flashed a giant “E”. I wondered if my scale had had enough 

of me getting on it every day and the E stood for enough! I had to look at 

the documentation that came with the scale to discover that E stood for 

Error. Something had gone wrong as I got on the scale and it was not able 

to take my weight. I could not help but feel a bit discouraged when I saw 

the E. No one likes to be called an error or to feel like others have had 

enough of us. Sometimes when you get on that scale, it is easy to let the 

number displayed affect your whole day, as if your weight defined you. On 

other days, when the number is lower than in days past, the scale is your 

best friend, encouraging you to keep going.  

 The scale doesn’t lie. Though our weight fluctuates regularly, the 

scale does indicate your overall weight when averaged over time. It is a 

good way to see progress in your weight loss, but it doesn’t tell the whole 

story. We are more than a number and more than our weight. You can get 

in better shape and still weigh close to the same weight by turning fat into 

muscle. Many people struggle with their weight and feel discouraged when 

they can’t manage it. They step on the scale and it feels like the ‘E’ is 

blurting out at them ‘ERROR’ or ‘ENOUGH’. Sometimes we also get that 

same feeling when others judge us or put us down. 

As I pondered this experience the Lord spoke to me. He reminded 

me that my worth and value is not found in a number.  It is not based on 

what the scale says and it is not even based on what others have to say 

about me or think about me. My worth comes from the One who made me 

in His image, the One who died for my sins, the One who has promised me 

eternal life. Jesus constantly reminds me that I am enough, not because of 

what I do for him or what I give him, but simply because He loves me. Not 

only am I enough, He is also enough for me. Jesus is always enough, 

enough to cover all our sins and forgive us, enough to sustain us in difficult 

times, enough to lead us to good and better things, enough to instruct our 

daily lives, enough to heal all our diseases, enough to fill us with joy, love 

and peace. So, the next time you see an ‘E’, don’t think of yourself as an 

Error think of yourself as someone who 

knows the One who is Enough and more 

than Enough to fill all your needs. Think of 

yourself as one who is loved Enough that 

God was willing to die for you on the cross. 

You are enough because Jesus loves you!  

Prayer: God, thank you for being 
enough for me and for reminding me that  

I am enough for you to love.    

Amen 

FRIDAY  
NIGHT FIRE 

 

 

September 7th 
 

 

6:15pm Supper 

7:00pm Worship 



  

Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God?  Or am I trying to 
please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of 
Christ.          Galatians 1:10 

I remember when I was in school in Puerto Rico I was very popular. Popular for all the 
wrong reasons. Believe it or not, I was a class clown.  Always disrupting the class, always 
disrespectful to my teachers, etc….  Why?  because I wanted to impress my “friends.” I 
wanted their approval, even though it seemed as if they needed mine instead and I would 
just do this by making people laugh.  I did this for a lot of years and, by doing so, I was 
making horrible choices, just so those around me would know that I would just dare to do 
anything without even thinking about the consequences.   

Now that I’m older, I ask myself, why in the world did I waste my time pleasing people 
when, at the end of the day, nothing was accomplished?  When I would get into trouble, 
none of them was around. When I was lonely, none of them would show up. Yet here I 
was just acting a fool. 

Just like me, there are a lot of young men and young women, going down that same path 
of just trying to impress people, who, at the end of the day will not be there when they 
are needed the most. 

But here is some good news!! I learned that in Christ, there is no need to push so hard to 
be accepted.  There is no need to make horrible 
choices to make somebody laugh and you will always 
have a true friend in your corner.   There is a joy 
that is natural and we can still have fun and laugh 
like there is no tomorrow. The difference is that back 
then, I hurt people.  But now, I make them forget 
about their issues even for a couple of hours because 
I know now that God has designed me this way. 

Lets focus on what God wants for us  
and just have fun!!!    

 Youth                            Pastor José Rodriguez 

9/3 Labor Day   Office Closed 
 

9/7 FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE      7:00pm Sanctuary 

       Supper at 6:15—Dining Room 

9/13 SkyAngels       11:30am Longhorn Toco Hills 

9/16 Witness Lunch & Prayer Walk    1:00pm Dining Room 

9/17 Trustees Meeting      7:00pm Room 204 

9/20 Martha Pirkle Circle     10:30am Nonie Morton’s home 

9/22 Puerto Rico Mission Team leaves 

9/29 Pot Pourri       6:30pm Galaxy Diner 

9/30 Young Adult Lunch     1:00pm Five Guys  
           Walmart Plaza 
 

Important Dates 



Skyland Church News 

Skyland Latino                                                                                        From the desk of Pastor José   

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God! He gives us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.   Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand 

firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because 

you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.      1 Corinthians 15:56-58  

The relationship between Paul and the people of Corinth was one that was very interesting 

to me. When Paul came to Corinth, he came as a missionary to that community. 

When we, as Methodist pastors, are appointed to a new place to serve, we study everything 

about the assigned area: the people, key places, what is customary, what are the spiritual 

beliefs and so on. Paul knew the Corinth community and knew it well. He knew that Corinth 

was going through some rough times: the Church was divided, there was immorality, they 

were being stumbling blocks and had no clue as of what the 

body of Christ was all about.  In this letter, Paul is showing 

them how to correct all of these things. But I love the way 

he concludes the letter in chapter 15 where it spells it out in 

black and white.  His first point is that sin kills us:  “The 

sting of death is sin”.   The second is that our victory is in 

Jesus, “He gives us the victory”.  Finally, in Christ, we will 

not be shaken, “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, 

stand firm. Let nothing move you”. 

Let us be bold and never miss an opportunity to connect 

somebody to Jesus!! 

Thursday       Sept 13    11:30am 

Longhorn Steakhouse—Toco Hills 

PUERTO RICO 

MISSION TRIP 

Save the Date!  One of our mission outreach partners, 
Angela Campbell, is looking for volunteers 

to help with K-1 aged children with 
tutoring on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
4-5:30 p.m.  No experience needed.  This 
takes place at the Huntington Apartment 

complex on Plaster Rd. across from St. Pius High School.  The 
volunteers would be assisting 4-6 children doing homework and 

helping them to learn how to read and then having some play time if 
they finish early.  A snack is provided by her program for the children 

at the end as they leave.  We had discussed in Missions group on 
Planning Day our desire to do more with tutoring.  This opportunity 
gives us a good way to plug into an existing program and take turns 
helping out.  Mrs. Angela would like volunteers who would commit 
through the school year.  Contact the office if you are interested. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miguel A. Velez, Senior Pastor 

Jose Rodriguez, Associate Pastor   

&  Youth Pastor 

Kristen Wages, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Will Morgan, Spanish Worship Leader 

Michael Webb, Traditional Pianist 

Eleanor Flanagan, Comptroller  

& Administrative Assistant 

Barbara Snipes, Fellowship Dinner Chef 

Leah Sanders, Nursery Coordinator 

Lauren Newlands, Nursery Staff  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

        

       

Tom Baker, Sherry Bell,  Sarah Bryson,  Betty Clark,  Jim & Nancy  Drew,  Fran Evans,  
Brandon Freeman, Wanda Miller, Florence Montgomery, Nonie Morton,   

Bill O’Donald,  Perry & Cindy Shelfer, Dan Toohey, John Upchurch 

Pray for One Another 

9/2 Karen Baumann 

9/3 
Max Stanley 

Ottley & Betty Clark 

9/4 Dan & Katrina Toohey 

9/6 Bill & Cathy Wages 

9/9 
Von Rodriguez 

Revel & Mary Freeman 

9/14 Amy Medford 

9/16 Jennifer Turner 

9/17 Josh Kenyon 

  

9/18 Sofia Matias 

9/22 Bob Norman 

9/23 Eloise Baumann 

9/26 
Meade Morgan 

Noe Santamaria Jr. 

9/28 
Sheila de la Cruz 

Jefferson Morton 

9/30 

Ben & Kristi Hill 

Juan de la Cruz 

Jackson Sanders 

Liberty Sanders 

Mike Bryan 

 

 

 
 
 



  September 2018 
    Regular Wednesday Activities:   
 

6:30pm  King's Kids         
6:45pm  Bible Study  Room 108  
7:00pm  ESL Classes - Room 204 

   Regular Sunday Activities:            9:00am Traditional Worship - Chapel              10:00am  Holy Grounds       
10:15am  Small Group Studies     |    11:00am   Contemporary Worship Service - Sanctuary        
  3:00pm  Youth  3rd floor             |     11:00am   Spanish Worship Service - Chapel     
  4:00pm-6:00pm Open Table Worship - Fellowship Hall/Dining Room 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 COMMUNION  
  Combined Service 

3 LABOR DAY 
 
Office Closed 

4 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 

 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

5 
 

Rotisserie Chicken 

Rice & Gravy 

Green Beans 

6 

12:00-1:00pm 
Huntington Station  
Celulas Latinas  

7 

FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE 

6:15 SUPPER 

7:00 WORSHIP 

8 

9 
 
 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible 
Study - Room 204 

10 
 
 
7:00pm  
Servicio de oración  
Skyland Chapel 

11 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 

 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

12 
 

Dinner menu TBA 

13 
 
11:30am  SkyAngels 
Longhorn 
Toco Hills 
 

14 15      

16 
1:00pm Witness Lunch & 
Prayer Walk—DR 
 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible 
Study - Room 204 

17 
7:00pm Trustees Mtg 
Room 204 
 

7:00pm 
 Servicio de oración  
 Skyland Chapel 

18 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 

 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

19 
 

Dinner menu TBA 

20   10:30am 

      Martha Pirkle Circle 
     Nonie Morton’s home 
 

12:00-1:00pm 
Huntington Station  
Celulas Latinas  

21 22 
 

PUERTO RICO  
MISSION TRIP  

TEAM DEPARTS 

23 
 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible 
Study - Room 204 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 

 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

26 
 

Dinner menu TBA 

27 28 29 

30 1:00 YA Lunch 

Five Guys in Walmart 
Plaza—Ptree Ind  

6:00pm Adult Bible Study - 
Room 204 

      


