
Announcements for the next 
Skywriter are due 4/23/18 

Skywriter 
 From the Pastor’s desk          by Pastor Miguel Velez 
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Pease call the  
office on Monday, 

turn in a Connection 
Card or go online to  
make reservations 

 
 
 $4 Adults  |  $1.50 Children 

 

 
 
 
 

   
 

4/4 Kitchen closed for  
 Spring Break 
 
4/11 Spaghetti & Salad 
 
4/18 Veggies & Cornbread 
 
4/25 Meatloaf, Veggies 
 Mashed Potatoes 

 

Come worship 
the Lord  

with abandon 

1850 Skyland Terrace 
Brookhaven, GA  30319 

404-634-6209 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.skylandumc.org  

Responsible Grace 
 

“As we work together with Him, we urge you also not to 
accept the grace of God in vain.  For He says, “At an acceptable 
time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have 
helped you.””                                                      2 Corinthians 6:1-2 

 
Holy Week has come and gone. We made it through Ash 

Wednesday, Lent, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter. 

The passion, death and resurrection of Jesus reminded us of the 

saving work of Jesus Christ as the perfect lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world. God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten son so that all those who believe in Him will not 

perish but have eternal life. So, what now? Now that we have 

been saved by grace, what’s next.  

Paul reminds us that Jesus came at an acceptable time to 

save us in the form of Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus came not to 

condemn the world but to save it. His grace, His free gift of 

salvation comes to us through faith, we could never earn it or 

deserve it on our own. God has helped us to be reconciled to 

himself through His Son…so now what? 

Now comes the work that follows grace… as we work 

together with him, Paul urges us not to accept the grace of God in 

vain. If you look up the definition of “in vain”, you quickly discover 

that it means without success or result, to no avail, without 

purpose, fruitlessly. Paul is saying if we have accepted the grace 

of God in our lives through faith in Jesus Christ, then we must be 

responsible for letting that grace become effective in changing and 

transforming our lives. I call this responsible grace because it is 

grace that elicits a response in us, it calls us to work together for 

the Kingdom of God. It calls us to show our thanksgiving to God 

through works of righteousness. It inspires us to share the good 

news with others and to invite them to claim the grace that is 

available to all.  

As people who have received God’s grace and proclaim 

Jesus as the Messiah during Holy Week, Easter and hopefully 

every day, we are now called to not let the grace of God be in 

vain. We are challenged to take this free gift and put it to work in 

our lives by living as redeemed, victorious, and triumphant children 

of God. Our success, our purpose and even our fruitfulness, will 

be a direct result of God’s grace and our response to that grace, 

as we seek to bring glory to God for his indescribable gift.  

FRIDAY  
NIGHT FIRE 

 
 

May 4th 

With  

Miguel Escobar 
 

(we will not hold FNF in 

April due to Spring Break) 
 

6:15pm Supper 

7:00pm Worship 



God continues to amaze me. He has trusted me with one of the most important ministries in 

Skyland UMC and I am humbled for that. I believe that our youth are very important to this body 

and I am committed to use my gifts to make this ministry a success. I have learned to know their 

strong points and their struggles and I have learned that we have a lot of ground to cover.  

Here are some of the changes made: 

Meetings: 

We changed our weekly meetings from Sunday evenings to Wednesday evenings.  

The reasons for this are as follows: 

• I want our Skyland families to enjoy Sunday evenings without having to worry about having to  

go back and forth to drop off and pick up their children after a day of worship. 

• In addition, we found that although Wednesday evenings are one of the busiest evenings of 

the week at the church, our youth was the only group with nothing to do.   

As we have met for the past two Wednesdays, we have had some time to learn, play and  

have fun.  Here are some examples: 
 

First Wednesday: 

On our first Wednesday I wanted to learn about them, what was their mindset, asking some key 

questions to know where they are standing. I learned a great deal of what they need and what we 

will work towards. I was filled with information of activities like yearly camps and outings.  

Some we’ll accommodate and others we will pray about  - LOL !!!    But to me, it was a moment  

for them to open up and I think it was great. 
 

Second Wednesday: 

On our second Wednesday, we had an awesome time during our teaching. I was sharing about the 

prodigal son. The fun part was when we took three of the volunteers, sat them in the table, placed 

their hands behind their backs and tied trash bags over their shirts. Yup!! You guessed it. They 

were the prodigal sons and they were going to eat with the pigs with spaghetti-o’s in a bowl. There 

was a lot of gagging. But it caught interest in the story and after that, we played indoor soccer. 

Although all of this is fun, please pray with me as we are seeking committed volunteers to help us. 

I am thankful to the Lord for this new journey. I am excited and looking forward to raise up the  

future of the body of Christ. 

 Youth                          Pastor José Rodriguez 

4/1 Easter Sunrise Service     7:00am Front Lawn 

 Easter  - One Combined Service   11:00am Sanctuary 

4/2-6 No activities this week for Spring Break 

 New flooring to be installed in all 3 nursery areas 

4/19 Martha Pirkle Circle      10:30am Nonie Morton’s home 

4/20 Latino Prayer Vigil      8:00pm-midnight   Chapel 

4/21 Crock Pot Cook-off     5:00-8:00pm    Location TBA 

4/23 Evangelism meeting     7:00pm Library 

4/28 Planning & Visioning meeting    8:30am-1:00pm  Fellowship Hall 

 Pot Pourri       6:30pm Galaxy Diner  

4/29 Witness Lunch & Prayer Walk    1:00pm Dining room 

 Young Adult Lunch     1:00pm  Wild Wing Café 

4/30 Building Research meeting    7:00pm Room 204 

Important Dates 



Skyland Church News 

 

Save the Date - 

BLESSINGS  

YARD SALE!   

On Saturday,  

May 19, 8 am - 1 pm, 

 the Evangelism 

Committee will be 

holding a yard sale. 

Please donate your 

gently used 

housewares, tools, furniture (nothing broken), 

and clothing for babies, kids and teens.   

 No adult clothing or shoes please!  

You can bring in your donations now and 

place them on the shelves in the storage 

tunnel behind the dining room.    

For more information, please  

contact Margie Morgan 

 (770-621-9918).  

Skyland Latino                                                                                        From the desk of Pastor José   

Matthew 26 has been the chapter of the week for me. I preached it last Sunday and I have been sharing it on social 
media this week.  Its amazing to me how well planned was Jesus’s sacrifice. Why do I say this? Because when Jesus 
announced His death to his twelve disciples, there comes Judas after hearing Christ’s announcement, planning to make 
profit out of this. I think that when Judas heard about Christ being arrested and crucified, he probably thought, “Jesus is 
no good to me dead. Let me make something out of this.”  We see as he sneaks up to the high priest to negotiate and he 
comes to an agreement. The offer was thirty pieces of silver for Jesus.  After all was agreed upon, Jesus is feeding His 
disciples and tells them that among this group stands the traitor. Can you imagine what was going through Judas’s 
mind? Everybody was asking (including Judas) ‘was it me’? Jesus’s answer blew me away when He said “The one who 
hands me over is someone I eat with daily, one who passes me food at the table.”  In Judas’s mind, he’s probably 
thinking, then Jesus doesn’t realize what I did.  But Jesus knew what each of them was going to do:  He told Peter that 
he was going to deny Him.   He told the rest of them they were going to run away the moment that Jesus would be 
arrested.  But He never singled out Judas in front of the rest.  Ask yourselves; what would have happened if Jesus would 
have just said “Judas, you are turning me in for money”?  I believe the plan would not have taken place. That’s why Jesus 
kept quiet, because it was necessary that the plan was complete.    

The plan God has for you will be complete. 
 You have a purpose here and that purpose was no accident because God planned  

very well your placement and that is to serve His purpose. 
  

Blessings to all 

The Young Adults 

are having their 

annual Crockpot 

Creations Cook-off  
 

Saturday,  

April 21st    5-8pm  

LOCATION TBA 

Kids are welcome! 

We are very excited to announce that the 
Nursery, Children’s Church Room and 

Infant Nursery will be closed next week 
during Spring 

Break while new 
flooring is 
installed.  

 Please avoid 
those areas on 
the main floor 

Guest Speaker for May 4 Friday Night Fire 

Please plan to attend our May 4 Friday Night 

Fire at 7 pm in the Sanctuary.  Miguel  Escobar 

will be our guest 

speaker and we 

can expect the 

Holy Spirit to 

move in a 

mighty way.   

Invite your 

friends to this 

special night  

of praise &  

inspired  

teaching.  

MAY 4    7:00pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miguel A. Velez, Senior Pastor 

Jose Rodriguez, Associate Pastor   

& Interim Youth Pastor 

Kristen Wages, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Will Morgan, Spanish Worship Leader 

Michael Webb, Traditional Pianist 

Eleanor Flanagan, Comptroller  

& Administrative Assistant 

Barbara Snipes, Fellowship Dinner Chef 

Leah Sanders, Nursery Coordinator 

Lauren Newlands, Nursery Staff  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

        

       

Tom Baker, Sherry Bell,  Sarah Bryson,  Betty Clark,  Jim Drew, , Brandon Freeman,  
Marshall Freeman,  Wanda Miller, Florence Montgomery, Nonie Morton,   

Bill & Maude O’Donald,  Perry & Cindy Shelfer, John Upchurch, Michael Webb  

Pray for One Another 

4/1 Madison Sanders 

4/2 
David & Kacie Flanagan 

Helen Pirkle 

4/3 
Maude O’Donald 

Philip Wages 

4/6 Ashley Aguilar 

4/7 
Brenda Borg 

Taylor Venable 

4/9 William O’Donald 

4/10 Chris Morgan 

4/11 Addy Stanley 

  

4/17 Lily Morgan 

4/18 
Barbara Snipes 

Michael Webb 

4/19 José & Maria Rodriguez 

4/22 
Brian & Amy Medford 

Mary Ann Armistead 

4/24 Matt Morton 

4/25 Fred Stover 

4/29 Eli Medford 

  

Saturday, Aril 15 
2:00pm 

Easter Egg Hunt  
Plus Sweet Treats,  

 

 
 

   Join us for our Special Easter Services on April 1st 

  7am 
 

 

11am 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1      EASTER 
7:00am  Sunrise Service  
 
11:00am One Combined 
Service—Sanctuary 
 

2 
 

SPRING BREAKS 
BEGINS 

Nursery flooring 
installed  

3 
 
 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

4 
 
 

NO KINGS KIDS 
All Wed Activities  

Cancelled  
 

5 6 

 

NO Friday Night Fire  

this month. 

7 

 

8 
2:00pm FPU Class - 204 
 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible 
Study - Room 204 

9 
 
 
7:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Meeting—Sofia Matias’ 
Home 

10 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 

7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 
     Young Lives, Dining, 
   Nursery, Youth Rooms 

11 
 

12 
 
12:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Meeting—Huntington 
Station Apts.    
 
 

13 

 

14 

 

15 
2:00pm FPU Class - 204 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible 
Study - Room 204 
 
 

16 
 

17   
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

18 
 

19 
10:30am 
Martha Pirkle Circle 
Nonie Morton’s home 

20 

 

8:00pm-Midnight 

Latino Prayer Vigil 

Chapel 

 

21 

YA  Crock Pot Creation  

Cook-Off 

5:00-8:00pm 

Location TBA 

 

22 

 
2:00-6:00pm  Private Music 

Recital—Sanctuary 
 

 

6:00pm Adult Bible Study - 
Room 204 

23 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm  Evangelism Mtg 
               Library 

24 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

25 

 
26 
 
12:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Meeting—Huntington 
Station Apts.    

27 28  

Planning & Visioning  

           Meeting 

8:30am—1:00pm   

Fellowship Hall 
 

6:30pm  Pot Pourri 

              Galaxy Diner 

29   1:00pm Witness  

Lunch Prayer Walk –DR  
 

1:00pm YA Lunch 

            Wild Wing Cafe 

 

30 

7:00pm  Bldg Research 

Group   Room 204 

7:00pm Cellulas Latinas 
Meeting—Sofia Matias’ 
Home 

     

  April 2018 
Regular Wednesday Activities:         

6:30pm  King's Kids    -      ESL Classes - Room 204 & Library 

6:45pm  Bible Study  Room 108    

Regular Sunday Activities:   9:00am Traditional Worship - Chapel  | 10:00am  Holy Grounds      
10:15am  Small Group Studies    |     11:00am  Contemporary Worship Service - Sanctuary        
     |      11:00am   Spanish Worship Service - Chapel  
  9:00am  Open Table—Fellowship Hall, Nursery, Youth Room, Room 108  


