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Pease call the  
office on Monday, 

turn in a Connection 
Card or go online to  
make reservations 

 
 
 $4 Adults  |  $1.50 Children 

 

 
 
 
    

 
2/7 Taco Night 
 
2/14 Meatloaf  
 Mixed Veggies 
 Mashed Potatoes 
 
2/21 Assorted Salads 
 
2/28 Lasagna & Salad 

 

February 

2nd 
 

6:15pm Supper 

7:00pm Worship 
 

 

Come worship 
the Lord  

with abandon 

1850 Skyland Terrace 
Brookhaven, GA  30319 

404-634-6209 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.skylandumc.org Adding In Lent 

“Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return”  
Gen. 3:19b 

     It is hard to believe that Ash Wednesday and Lent are just around the 

corner. On Ash Wednesday, we are reminded of our mortality and 

limited understanding of all that exists. It is a time of penitence that 

makes us reflect on our sinfulness and recognize the goodness of God 

in sending his Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to save us. 

     During Lent we are invited to introspection, to look inside of 

ourselves, and to consider the sacrifice that God made when he became 

flesh and dwelt among us in Jesus. Many people practice fasting of food 

or other things to give up something for Lent. It is a way of showing how 

sorry we are for our sins and how much we appreciate what God has 

done for us. 

     I prefer a different approach to Lent. I consider it a time to redouble 

my efforts to share the good news of Jesus Christ. A time to invite more 

people to church, to strike up more conversations with strangers about 

faith, a time to hand out more of my business cards, a time to encourage 

people to draw closer to the God who loves them with an unconditional 

love. So instead of taking away during Lent I add… I add to my resolve 

to follow Jesus, I add to my commitment to discipleship, I add to my 

witnessing and prayer life…I add more Jesus which at the end of the day 

is what we all need.  

     As you go through Lent this year I encourage you to not just give up 

something but to add something. Add something that brings you closer 

in your walk with Jesus, add something that brings others into a saving 

relationship with Jesus Christ, add something that makes his sacrifice on 

the cross for us known to more people. Imagine how much the kingdom 

would grow if Christians would add during Lent every year! 

 

***************************************************************************** 

I wanted to share with you the summary comments made by the 
“Mystery Worshiper” sent by the Conference who attended our 
9:00am service on January 21st: 
 
“To be honest, I came skeptical and ready to look for all the things 
this church was doing ‘wrong’.  I was welcomed and greeted by so 
many people who let me know about other ministries of the church 
that they thought I might be interested in.  These people showed 
me Christ.  I came with my heart hardened and they softened it, to 
the point that it almost brought me to tears.  This is an absolutely 
beautiful place full of beautiful people.  I wish I could be part of 
their worshiping community.  
 

On a scale of 1-10, we were given a “10+++”  

FRIDAY  
NIGHT FIRE 

 
 



 

Same design as last Skyland T-shirt with  

one change on the back.   

Adult sizes S, M, L, XL, 2X, 3X for $ 13   

Youth sizes S, M, L for $ 11 
 

 

 

 

>>THESE ARE SOLD BY PRE-ORDER ONLY<< 
 

Pre-orders taken until February 25.   

T-shirts delivered in late March.   
 

     Contact Margie Morgan to place your order (404-375-1221). 

================================================================  

  
 

Skyland is hosting a conference 

(via livestream internet) on Friday, 

February 23 from  

8:30 am to 3:30 pm  

in Room 204.  It is targeted to 

business people to hear from 

experts, be encouraged, and 

discuss how to connect one’s 

 faith and work.   
 

 

Register for $25 (lunch included) at www.workasworshipretreat.org.    

Contact Margie Morgan (404-375-1221) for more information. 

Skyland News       

Feb 2     7:00pm Sanctuary (Supper @ 6:15pm) 

Feb 4  Young Adult Super Bowl Party  6-9:00pm Will & Jenny Morgan’s 

Feb 7  Admin Council    6:45pm Fellowship Hall 

Feb 10 Carnation Prep    9:30am Dining Room 

Feb 11 Youth Carnation Delivery  during Sunday Morning Services 

  Financial Peace classes begin  2:00pm Room 108 

Feb 14 Ash Wednesday Service   7:00pm Sanctuary 

Feb 15 Martha Pirkle Circle   11:30am Nonie Morton’s home 

Feb 18 Witness Lunch/Prayer Walk  1:00pm Dining Room/neighborhood 

Feb 23 Work As Worship Webinar  8:30am-3:30pm    Room 204 

Feb 24  Pot Pourri     6:30pm Galaxy Diner 

Feb 25 Missions Meeting    12:30pm Dining Room  

Important Dates 

 



Skyland Church News 

 

  

Sunday, Feb. 4th        6:00-9:00pm 
Hosted by:   Will & Jenny Morgan 

2286 Sherbrooke Drive, NE 

Atlanta    30345 
 

Kids are welcome!  Please bring a Snack 

(either appetizer or a desert)  

and a 2 liter/punch/tea/etc. to share! 

Please bring friends! Families welcome!   Will & Jenny are providing pizza, please email Jenny 

by Friday night  (Feb 2nd) if you're planning to come to make sure we order enough for 

everyone.    Call Kristen Wages if you have any other questions (404-323-7221). 

The youth are excited to again offer Valentine's Carnations this 
February.  This is a wonderful way to bless all the special women 

(or men!!) in your life while benefiting the Skyland Youth.   
Bouquets will be on sale in the Holy Grounds Hallway on Sunday 

mornings and at Wednesday Night Supper until February 
7th.   The bouquets, which are made up of three carnations, fern 
and baby's breath, will cost only $5 each.  This year, the flowers 

will be distributed at church on  February 11th.   
All money raised will support Youth Camp.  Thank you! 

The Ash Wednesday Service 

will be held on  

February 14th 

at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary. 

Please invite a friend and join us 

in this powerful and  

deeply moving service 

as we begin the Lenten Season. 

From the desk of Pastor José 

In this month’s Skywriter, I want to share something that I learned during the tragedy that my family and I have faced.  
Just to share some history, my grandparents had 20 grandchildren. I was the first and Keisha made number 19.   Keisha’s 
father is my youngest uncle but we were raised as brothers, disciplined and educated by the same parents.  Keisha was 

the youngest of three children and when she was born, I celebrated that birth. I remember her first steps, her first 
words, her first day at school and the first song she sang. In every family activity, she was as much a part of as the rest of 
my children and on December 31, 2017, she was called home at the age of 23.   Keisha meant the world to me and I do 

admit that I miss her dearly and will miss her for the rest of my life. 
I have so many memories of her on my cell phone, but one that resounds the most was one that she wrote to me when 
we lost Joey Torres back in September 2017. I want to share these with you:  “I won’t ask you how you’re doing because 

I know your heart is broken. Just wanted to say that I am praying for you and that this too shall pass. I pray for the 
healing power of God to be made manifest in your life and in the life of everyone else affected!!!  You have people in your 

corner praying and lifting you up. This will take time, but you will see the light at the end of the tunnel. I LOVE YOU”.   
As I read this today, I thank God for everyone in our corner that lifts us up in prayer and remember what God spoke to 

Joshua in the following promise from Joshua 1:5:   “No one will be able to resist you all the days of your life. As I was with 
Moses, so I will be with you. I will not abandon you or leave you alone.” 

I can freely continue to celebrate the fact that not only do I have people in my corner but I have GOD in my corner and 
that is the best news received on a daily basis.  I also say that 2018 will be a great year for Skyland; we’ve had our blows, 

but we are back on our feet and we will keep fighting the good fight in the name of JESUS.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miguel A. Velez, Senior Pastor 

Jose Rodriguez, Associate Pastor 

Abigail Williams, Youth Pastor 

Kristen Wages, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Will Morgan, Spanish Worship Leader 

Michael Webb, Traditional Pianist 

Eleanor Flanagan, Comptroller  

& Administrative Assistant 

Barbara Snipes, Fellowship Dinner Chef 

Leah Sanders, Nursery Coordinator 

Lauren Newlands, Nursery Staff  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

        

       

2017 Financial Report                                                                                                     Financial Committee 

Tom Baker, Sherry Bell, Jean Bennett,  Sheila Bryson, Steve Bryson, Novella Childers (Bill O’Donald’s Sister)   
Betty Clark,  Jim Drew, Ini Emmah’s family, Brandon Freeman, Marshall Freeman,  Florence Montgomery,  

Nonie Morton,  Bill & Maude O’Donald,  Perry & Cindy Shelfer, John Upchurch, Michael Webb  

Pray for One Another 

2/2 
Enrique Martinez 

Abigail Williams 

2/3 Mary Foster 

2/5 Josh Burt 

2/6 Sam Wages 

2/7 Alynette Miranda-Velez 

2/8 Bill Wages 

2/13 Lindsey Baumann 

  

2/17 Tom Baker 

2/18 

Ottley Clark 

Kristen Wages 

Matt Hurd 

Louise Story 

2/20 Mike Mitchell 

2/24 Bill Ruppert 

2/27 Amili Rosales 

  

Saturday, Aril 15 
2:00pm 

Easter Egg Hunt  
Plus Sweet Treats,  

 

Praise God that 2017 was an amazing year both in terms of what God provided in unexpected ways and through 

the faithful donations of our congregation.  Because of the funds that came in from the Zink estate, we were able 

to pay off our loan and have enough left over to provide for several repairs and upgrades.  We paid off our deficit 

from 2016 and  ’tithed’ 10% of all proceeds from the estate to Missions which will 

allow them to branch out into new areas of ministry.  Our general funds brought in 

over $403,000 and the Stoland house brought in $19,500 in rental income.   

We are being blessed with additional ways to supplement our income through 

renting space to Open Table, Thrive Development, and the Brookhaven 

Presbyterian tutoring program.  We receive quarterly payments from  

Kroger Community Rewards and Amazon Smiles. 

Our expenses were $399,792 leaving us with a net income for the year of $91,387.   

Our facilities management group continues to look for additional ways to use our 

spaces to increase both our visibility in the community and sources of additional 

income.  We believe that God has new and exciting plans on the way for Skyland in 

2018 and that our faithful congregation will welcome the future with faith and 

obedience as He directs our path. 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 

FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE 

6:15 SUPPER 

7:00 WORSHIP 

3 

4     COMMUNION 

 

6:00pm– 9:00pm 

YA Superbowl Party 

Will & Jenny Morgan’s 

5 

 

 

6     9:30am  Adult Bible  

         Study  Room 204 
 

 

7:00pm Prayer - Parlor 

 

 

7 

 

Taco Night 

 

6:45pm  Admin Council  
Fellowship Hall 

8 9 

 
10 

9:30am  Carnation Prep 

Dining Room 

11 

    Carnation Delivery 

during Worship services 
 

2:00pm FPU Class - 108 
 

6:30pm Adult Bible 

Study - Room 204 

12 

 

 

13 

 9:30am  Adult Bible      

        Study  Room 204 
 
 

7:00pm Prayer - Parlor 

    Young Lives, Dining, 

    Nursery, Youth Rooms 

14 

Meat Loaf, Mixed 
Veggies, Mashed 

Potatoes 
 

7:00pm  Ash Wednesday 

Service—Sanctuary 

15 

10:30am Martha Pirkle 

Circle - Nonie Morton’s 

16 17 

 

18  

1:00pm Witness Lunch 

Prayer Walk - Dining Rm 
 

2:00pm FPU Class - 108 
 

6:30pm Adult Bible 

Study - Room 204 

19   PRESIDENTS DAY 20 

9:30am  Adult Bible      

       Study  Room 204 
 
 

 

 

7:00pm Prayer - Parlor 

21 

 

 

Assorted Salads 

22 23 

 

8:30am—3:30pm 

Work as Worship 

Conference 

Room 204 

24 

 

 

6:30pm  Pot Pourri 

         Galaxy Diner 

25 12:30pm Missions 

Mtg—Dining Room 
 

1:00pm YA Lunch—TBA 
 

2:00pm FPU Class - 108 
 
 

6:30pm Adult Bible 

Study - Room 204 

26 

 

 

27   

 9:30am  Adult Bible      

         Study  Room 204 
 

 

7:00pm Prayer - Parlor 

28 

 

Lasagna & Salad 
 

  

 February 2018 
Regular Wednesday Activities:        

  6:30pm  King's Kids        6:45pm  Bible Study  Room 108               

  6:30pm  ESL Classes - Room 204 & Library 

Regular Sunday Activities:   9:00am Traditional Worship - Chapel  | 10:00am  Holy Grounds      

10:15am  Small Group Studies    |     11:00am  Contemporary Worship Service - Sanctuary        

  3:00pm  Youth  3rd floor            |      11:00am   Latino Worship Service - Chapel  


