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Skywriter 
From the Pastor's desk                                   Rev. Miguel A. Vélez 

September  
2017 

 

 
 
 
 

Pease call the  
office on Monday, 

turn in a Connection 
Card or go online to  
make reservations 

 
 $4 Adults  |  $1.50 Children 

 
    
 

 
9/6 Lasagna & Salad 
 
9/13 Sesame Chicken,  
 Rice & Gravy 
 Mixed Veggies 
 
9/20 Veggies & Cornbread 
 
9/27 Pasta with Red & White  
 Sauce, Salad 
 
 

September  

8th 
 
 

6:15pm Supper 

7:00pm Worship 
 

 

Come worship 
the Lord  

with abandon 

1850 Skyland Terrace 
Atlanta, GA  30319 

404-634-6209 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.skylandumc.org 
 

 Do Love and Walk 

“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 

kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”            Micah 6:8 

So, what is one to do in the face of so many tragedies, natural 

disasters, rumors of wars and stories of terrible things happening all 

around the world?  Christians find the answer to this question in 

Micah; we are to do what is just and right before God, we are to be 

holy as He is holy. We are to love our neighbor as ourselves and to 

empathize with those who are suffering and going through difficult 

situations. Yet, we are called to more… we are called to love 

kindness. This speaks to the need for us to be generous with what we 

have. Loving kindness, however, is more than giving a check to a 

cause because of obligation. It speaks to the heart of our generosity. 

We give because we love and we love to give because we know God 

loved us first and gave us Jesus. We help because we know Jesus 

loves those we are giving to. Finally, we are encouraged to walk 

humbly with our God. This is a reminder that one day it could be us 

with the flooded house, or with the crisis, or with protest and counter 

protests in our own city. We must walk humbly recognizing that all we 

have and are all we are is a gift from God and that the only thing we 

can boast about is Jesus. We must remain humble, acknowledging 

that we live in a fallen world that needs saving, that we need saving, 

and that Jesus Christ is the only Savior who is up to the challenge. As 

we do, love and walk, we do so with God, letting His Word lead us, 

His Holy Spirit empower us, and His Son’s example shape us. If we 

are ever to be Holy, our full lives must be God centered and Holy 

Spirit led. I invite you to pray this prayer for yourself: 

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, 

that my thoughts may all be holy. 

Act in me, O Holy Spirit, 

that my work, too, may be holy. 

Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, 

that I love but what is holy. 

Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, 

to defend all that is holy. 

Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, 

that I always may be holy. Amen.  

By St. Augustine 

 

FRIDAY  
NIGHT FIRE 

 
 



New Beginnings 
 

Over the past several months of serving the youth and children, the Lord has really been pressing into 

my heart this idea that something big is about to happen, specifically for Skyland. I don’t know what that 

‘big’ thing is that’s about to happen, but what I do know is this:  God is faithful. Every single word that 

comes from the mouth of the Lord comes to pass. It has to. Every promise He has spoken, every dream 

He has given, every thought He has planted, it must all come to pass. If it is from the mouth of the Lord 

it will come to pass. Just because it hasn’t happened yet doesn’t mean it won’t. When you are in the 

period of waiting for the Lord’s promises to be fulfilled, it can be tempting to doubt, but remind yourself 

of God’s faithfulness and hold on to His promises. “God is not man, that He should lie, or a son of man, 

that He should change His mind. Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not 

fulfill it?” - Numbers 23:19 
 

God has it all figured out. Preparation seasons can be hard and full of questions, especially if you don’t 

know what you’re preparing for and you don’t know how long you have to prepare. It’s our natural 

tendency for us to question everything because we want to figure it out. However, that is not our place. 

Sometimes, God chooses to share with us what’s going on, which is great. Other times, more often than 

not, He chooses not to. He just asks us to trust Him. The best part about this, though, is that we can 

choose to sit back and trust Him because He’s got it figured out. He knows the end from the beginning 

and nothing surprises Him. He is good and worthy of our trust. “‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways My ways,’ declares the Lord.” -Isaiah 55:8 
 

God will get the glory. Regardless of what happens, at the end of the day, God will get the glory. Isn’t 

that the purpose of our lives? To live for the Glory of God? May this reason push us on to brave through 

change and embrace seasons of unfamiliarity. May this reason push us to trust more in our Lord and 

look for ways to serve Him while we wait for prayers to be answered and promises to come to pass. 

May we rejoice in the small, uneventful moments, knowing that it is in these moments that we come 

closer to our Lord Jesus Christ. May we aim to glorify Him in all things and in all seasons of life. “So, 

whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” - 1 Corinthians 10:31 

Skyland: Thank you for welcoming me and letting me serve your youth and children over the past few 

months. It has been such a joy and delight and I know God has big things in store for you all. 
 

Youth and Children: Thank you for constantly and selflessly showering me with love. You all are so 

precious to me and even more precious to the Lord. He has such an abundant love for each of you, and 

I pray that you discover more of it as you continue to grow in Him. 
 

Everyone: Remain faithful to the Lord, as He is faithful to you. He is good and a keeper of His promises.  

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.” 

-Galatians 6:9 

Thank you ALL!   May God bless you all abundantly for the ways you have blessed me! 

Youth & Childrens' Ministries            by Elisha Bronner 

9/4 Labor Day       Office closed 

9/8 FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE      7:00pm Sanctuary  

 (Supper at 6:15pm) 

9/10 Financial Peace Classes begin    2:00pm Room 108 

9/11 Lay Leadership Meeting     7:00pm Library 

9/14 SkyAngels       11:30am Longhorn/N. Druid Hills 

9/17  Witness Lunch & Prayer Walk    1:00pm Dining Room 

9/20 Admin Council Mtg     6:45pm Fellowship Hall 

9/21 Martha Pirkle Circle     10:30am Nonie Morton’s home 

9/24 YA Lunch        1:00pm Jason’s Deli-Northlake 

9/25 Building Research Group    7:00pm Room 204 

9/30 Pot Pourri       6:30pm Galaxy Diner 

Important Dates 



Skyland Church News 

For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the 
good things he planned for us long ago…….Ephesians 2:10 

 
I am very excited for what is about to happen in Skyland Latino. We are, in fact, God’s 

masterpiece.  He has designed us for a powerful purpose and that purpose will be fulfilled 
through Christ Jesus to do what has been planned for Skyland Ministry to reach the 

community for His kingdom.  
As we approach September, we need your prayers. We are getting ready to “Hit The 
Streets” on October 7th to knock on those doors or just to intercept them in the street.   

We are getting ready!!!!  Its time to head out to where they are!!!   Time to introduce Jesus 
and show our community Gods love in a small and practical way!!!  

Thank you all in advance. 
 

Pastor José 

Skyland Latino News                                                                          Pastor José Rodriguez 

Admin Council Meeting 
Wednesday, September 20 

6:45pm   Fellowship Hall 
All Committee Chairs need 

to get their reports to  
Will Morgan by September 17th. 

Dave Ramsey has been teaching a biblical inspired approach to 
personal finance for over 20 years. He has helped millions of people across 

the nation become debt free, save more wisely, give more generously,  
and live more prosperous lives!  If you are interested in learning how to  

handle money God’s way, then please attend Financial Peace University 
which will be hosted by Skyland.  Classes start on Sunday, September 10th 
 at 2pm They will meet for an hour and a half each week for 9 weeks (during 
which time the average family pays off $5,300 in debt and saves $2,700! ).  

Childcare will be provided.  
To sign-up, please contact Matt Morton at 404-803-4134 or matthewjedmorton@gmail.com. 

The Lay Leadership Committee held its first meeting to consider leadership positions for the coming year. The 
criteria for nomination to leadership positions proposed by the committee are as follows: 

We would like to see people serve in leadership on the administrative council and as chairs of committees who 
are fulfilling their membership vows of supporting the church through 

their presence, their prayers, their gifts, their service and their witness. 
Three factors that will be considered to serve as members of 

committees:  (Note: you do not have to be a member of the church to 
serve on most program committees, however membership is required 

for many of the administrative committees)  
 Support of the general budget with at least $60 a year 
 Active attendance defined as being at church at least 2 Sundays 
of the month in average 
 A willingness to serve and having gifts and graces for the position. 

We will also follow any guidelines as set by the discipline for 
composition and inclusivity.   

If you are interested in serving in a committee please make sure to 
communicate that to the pastor or a member of the Lay Leadership Committee so we can consider you in the 

nomination process. Please be in prayer that we might select the leaders God would want to serve and that they 
will be willing to answer the call. The next meeting is September 11th at 7:00pm in the Library. 

  

The SkyAngels will meet 

for lunch on Thursday, 
September 14th 

11:30am 
Meet at Longhorn’s on 
North Druid Hills Rd.  



Church Staff 
 

Miguel Velez-Andujar, Senior Pastor 

Jose Rodriguez, Associate Pastor 

Kristen Wages, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Will Morgan, Spanish Worship Leader 

Michael Webb, Traditional Pianist 

Eleanor Flanagan, Comptroller  

& Administrative Assistant 

Ini Emmah, Fellowship Dinner Chef 

Leah Sanders, Nursery Coordinator 

Marlo McDonald, Nursery Staff 

Melissa Wise, Nursery Staff 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
        

       

Opportunities To Be A Blessing 

Tom Baker, Jean Bennett,  Betty Clark, Darlene Dixon, Brandon Freeman, Marshall Freeman,  John Holt,  
Nella Jones, Nonie Morton,  Mary Mullennix, Bill & Maude O’Donald, Perry & Cindy Shelfer, John Upchurch 

Pray for One Another 

9/2 Karen Baumann 

9/3 

Laura White 

Max Stanley 

Ottley & Betty Clark 

9/4 Dan & Katrina Toohey 

9/6 Bill & Cathy Wages 

9/9 
Von Rodriguez 

Revel & Mary Freeman 

9/11 Bill & Maude O’Donald 

9/14 Amy Medford 

9/16 Jennifer Turner 

9/18 Sofia Matias 

9/22 Bob Norman 

9/26 

Fernando Coria 

Meade Morgan 

Noe Santamaria, Jr. 

9/28 
Jefferson Morton 

Sheila de la Cruz 

9/30 

 

Jackson Sanders 

Liberty Sanders 

Juan de la Cruz 

Mike Bryan 

Ben & Kristi Hill 

Saturday, Aril 15 
2:00pm 

Easter Egg Hunt  
Plus Sweet Treats,  

 

Skyland has two funds that are not in the budget which come entirely from donations. 
These are the Good Sam fund and the SUMCEL fund.  They are intended to use to help 
those with emergency needs: SUMCEL for our members and Good Sam for all others.  

Did you know that when you leave a donation on the altar rail during Communion, it goes 
into the Good Sam Fund?   At this time, those funds are extremely low .  During 

September, we would like to ask for donations to replenish these two funds.  
The Missions Committee has offered a wonderful challenge for us. 
They will match all donations with a dollar for dollar contribution  

which will double what we can raise. 
 

Please consider making a donation during this time to take advantage  
of this generous offer.  Thank you! 

 

========================================================================= 
The Skyland Young Adult group is continuing our annual tradition of giving Christmas gifts to the young moms 

involved with the Young Lives group that meets here at Skyland. We’ve always had a wonderful response from the 
Young Lives group, as well as our own congregation!   We’re asking for monetary 

donations, and the Young Adults will shop for the gifts.   If you’d like to give, we ask 
that you turn in your money by Sunday, September 10th.  Our goal is $400. We’ll have 

the kids put together the gift bags during their Friday Fire Service Project time. We 
usually provide gift bags for 20 moms, filled with personal care items, socks, gloves, 
etc.    This year, we’d also like to include a copy of  the daily devotional book, Jesus 
Calling.   If you would like to be a ‘shopper’ for the gifts, please email Kristen Wages.   

Our most recent Seed Project generated a 100 fold return, praise God!!   
We have a new Seed Project for the renovation of our Nursery.   

If you would like 
to be part of this 

exciting Seed 
project, mark 
your donations 
“Seed for the 

Nursery”.   

We can’t wait 

to see how 

God will grow 

these seeds!!  



  September 2017 
    Regular Wednesday Activities:   
 

6:30pm  King's Kids         

6:45pm  Bible Study  Room 108  

   Regular Sunday Activities:            9:00am Traditional Worship - Chapel              10:00am  Holy Grounds       

10:15am  Small Group Studies     |    11:00am   Contemporary Worship Service - Sanctuary        

  3:00pm  Youth  3rd floor             |     11:00am   Spanish Worship Service - Chapel     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3   COMMUNION 4 LABOR DAY 

 

    Office Closed 

5 

9:30am  Adult Bible 

Study   Room 204 

 

7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

6 

 

Lasagna & Salad 

7 8 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE 

6:15 SUPPER 

7:00 WORSHIP 

9 

 

 

10 
 

2:00pm FPU Classes  

             Room 108 

 

 

6:00pm Adult Bible 

Study - Room 204 

11 

 

 

7:00pm  Lay Leadership 

               Mtg - Library 

12 9:30am  Adult Bible  

       Study   Room 204 
 

7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 
     

        Young Lives Group 

Nursery, Dining Room, 

Youth Room 

13 

 

Sesame Chicken 

Rice & Gravy,  

Mixed Veggies 

14 

 

11:30  SkyAngels 

Longhorn— 

North Druid Hills Rd 

15 16 

 

17 1:00pm Witness 

      Lunch  Prayer Walk -     

      Dining Rm 
 

 

2:00pm FPU Classes  

             Room 108 
 

6:00pm Adult Bible 

Study - Room 204 

18 19 

9:30am  Adult Bible 

Study   Room 204 

 

 

7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

20 
 

Veggies & Cornbread 

 

Admin Council Mtg 

6:45   FH 

21 

 

10:30am 

Martha Pirkle Circle 

Nonie Morton’s home 

22 23 

24   1:00pm  YA Lunch 

Jason's Deli Northlake 
 

2:00pm FPU Classes  

             Room 108 
 

6:00pm Adult Bible 

Study - Room 204 

25 

 

7:00pm 

Building Research Group 

Room 204 

26 

 

9:30am  Adult Bible 

Study   Room 204 

 

7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

27 

 
Pasta with  

Red & White Sauce 

Salad 

28 29 30 

 

6:30pm Pot Pourri 

Galaxy Diner 


