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1/4     Kitchen closed 
 
1/11     Vegetables 
     Cornbread 
 
1/18     Soup & Salad 
 
1/25      Loaded Potato Bar 
      Salad     

 

 

  

 

January 6th 
 

 

6:15pm Supper 

7:00pm Worship 
 

 

 

Come worship 
the Lord  

with abandon 

1850 Skyland Terrace 
Atlanta, GA  30319 

404-634-6209 
sumchurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.skylandumc.org 

 

From the Pastor's desk                                   by Pastor Griff Jones 

 

Get Excited...God is Alive Here at His Church 

 

God has been so wonderfully good to us over the past year.  Some of us 

have traveled paths of sorrow and difficulty, but just as God has been our 

strength over this past year, we know that He will surely walk beside each 

of us in this promising New Year of 2017.  For the past couple of months, 

it has been my privilege to serve as your Interim Pastor while Pastor 

Perry recuperates from his heart condition.  We continue to pray for him 

and his return.   

 

I am happy to serve here at Skyland and I believe God is growing me 

here at His Church.  I want to thank each of you for your support and help 

as I begin this New Year with you.  It is my hope and prayer, and I am 

sure that of Pastor Perry as well, that each of us in the Skyland Church 

will continue to grow closer to one another and in our shared commitment 

to our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

We can accomplish this by support one of our church's three worship 

services: our traditional service at 9:00am in the Chapel, at our 

contemporary service at 11:00am in the Sanctuary and our Latino service 

at 11:00am in the Chapel.  It all begins with worship, but it is also 

enhanced when we support our Sunday School programs and by 

becoming involved in all the other small group studies that are offered 

throughout the week.  These opportunities include many Prayer and Bible 

Study groups that meet weekly here at the Church.  Each of these small 

groups meet on different days at both morning and evening times which 

allow you to choose a time and day that fits your unique personal 

schedule.  The schedule of days and times for these special small groups  

can be found on our monthly calendar and the weekly bulletin, as well as 

on the Skyland website. 

 

I would like to highlight Wednesday evenings at Skyland because they 

are very exciting times at your church home.  Exciting because they are 

filled with activities for all ages groups.  They begin with a wonderful 

Family Night Supper at 6:00pm.  This is such a great time for the whole 

Skyland family to come together to eat and fellowship together.  After 

supper, the programs and activities are wide open with something for 

everyone; King's Kids, Adult Bible Study, ESL classes, Praise Team 

practice.  On Wednesday evenings, you will find your church alive and 

well as it presents our Lord Jesus Christ is so many ways.   

 

I'm excited about all God is doing here in His Church.  But what really 

excites me is what our Lord is planning for His Church in 2017.  My wish 

for you is for this excitement to wash all over you in this New Year.  Be 

open to the Holy Spirit….it's going to be a great year!!! 

FRIDAY  
NIGHT FIRE 



 
I’m delighted about the upcoming semester and a new opportunity to teach our youth and kids more about 
following Jesus.  I believe it’s of the utmost importance to train up our students in the way they should go so 
that, as Scripture says, when they are older they will not depart from it.  Here is a spotlight on what our 
students will be learning this semester. 
 

Kings Kids - 
Pre-K - Kindergarten - We will start off by continuing to learn about why Christmas is special through the 
eyes of shepherds and others who first heard about Jesus’ birth.  Then, we will learn about how Jesus loves 
people, whether they are sick, afraid, or hungry.  Finally, we’ll learn about how Jesus can do anything 
through stories about God healing the sick, multiplying loaves and fish, and calming the storm.   
1st-2nd - We are starting the Bible Study Guide, which teaches students the entire narrative of the Bible. 
This is an interactive Bible story that uses maps, a timeline, stories, 
reviews, activities, Bible drills to help students understand the big picture 
and small details of the Bible.  Over time, we will cover the complete story 
that God has been writing since Creation. 
3rd-5th - We are starting a six week teaching series called “God Speaks” 
where we will study stories in the Bible where God spoke to and through 
people.  Through these, we’ll learn about how to hear from God, how to 
recognize His voice, and how to remove obstacles that keep us from 
hearing from Him. 
 

Children’s Church - On Sunday mornings, we are starting a curriculum 
called “There’s a Verse for That.”  Children have questions and this series 
teaches us that answers to our questions can be found in God’s 
Word.  This includes everything from making godly decisions to 
overcoming temptation to forgiving others.  The key verse is Psalm 
119:105, “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” 
 

Youth - We will start off by spending time with Jesus in prayer about what 
He wants to do in and through us this year.  In mid-January, we are 
attending Winter Ablaze, which will focus on relationships with God, 
others, and the opposite sex.  We will especially look at how to bring the 
hope of restoration that Jesus offers into our broken relationships.  Following Winter Ablaze, we will likely 
continue to dive into this topic of how to relate to others as Jesus has taught us to do. 
 

Discipleship - Our recent graduates will study the red letters of Jesus in the book of Luke to deepen our 
understanding of who Jesus is and what it looks like to follow Him.  

Youth & Childrens' Ministries               by Lauren Evans            

  1/6  Friday Night Fire     6:15pm  Supper    7:00pm Worship 

  1/8 Three Kings Celebration    Following 11:00am Worship 

  1/9 SPPR Meeting     6:30pm Room 204 

1/10 Tuesday Morning Bible Study resumes 9:30am Room 204 

1/13 Youth Winter Ablaze Retreat (return 1/16)  5:00pm leaving Skyland parking lot 

1/15 Witness Mtg - Prayer Walk   1:00pm Dining Room 

 Financial Peace classes begin   2:00pm Room 108 

1/19 Martha Pirkle Circle    10:30am Dining Room 

 Building a Long Term Strategy Mtg  7:00pm Room 204 

1/23 Evangelism Meeting    7:00pm Library 

1/25 Admin Council Meeting    6:45pm Fellowship Hall 

1/29 Young Adult Lunch    1:00pm Willy's on Ptree Ind. 

Important Dates 



Skyland Church News 

2017 is kicking off with a lot of excitement. As a goal, this year we will kick off by launching our 
G.R.O.W ministry to visit and reach out our Hispanic friends for Jesus Christ. We look forward to 
watch this ministry be fruitful. Please join us by praying for each families that we are going to be 

visiting in the near future.    Soli  Deo Gloria! 

Skyland Latino News                                                                Pastor Jose Rodriguez 

The Tuesday Morning Bible Study will 
resume on January 10th at 9:30am in 
Room 204 with a new study by Beth 

Moore.  Everyone is welcome to join us 
for this 6 week series of  

"Entrusted: A Study of 2 Timothy" 
 

"Beth will encourage you to guard what God 
has entrusted to you, further His kingdom by 

sharing Christ with others, and pour into 
future generations just as Paul once mentored Timothy. 

Because, in this journey of joy and hardship, we need each other 
to stay the course and live lives of faithfulness." 

 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY  
Classes begin January 15th 

Let 2017 begin a new season for you of biblically based 

financial prosperity 

Dave Ramsey has been teaching 

a biblical inspired approach to 

personal finance for over 20 years. He 

has helped millions of people across 

the nation become debt free, save more wisely, give more generously, and live more 

prosperous lives!    If you are interested in learning how to handle money God's 

way, then please attend Financial Peace University, which will be hosted here at 

Skyland. Classes start on Sunday, January 15th at 2pm and will meet for 90 minutes 

each week for 9 weeks.   

During this time the average family pays off $5,300 in debt and saves $2,700!   
 

>>Childcare provided<< 
 

To sign-up, please contact Matt Morton at 404-803-4134 or matthewjedmorton@gmail.com. 

The youth are excited to again offer Valentine's Carnations 
this February.  Bouquets will be on sale in the Holy Grounds 

Hallway on Sunday mornings and at Wednesday Night Supper 
beginning January 22nd.   The bouquets, which are made up 
of three carnations, fern and baby's breath, will cost only 

$5 each.  This year, the flowers will be distributed  
at church on  February 19th.   

All money raised will support Youth Camp.  Thank you! 

 
Pastor Griff will 

begin a new 

Bible study on 

the Book of 

Ephesians 

beginning 

January 11th on Wednesdays at 6:45pm in 

Room 108.   Everyone is welcome. 

tel:404-803-4134
mailto:matthewjedmorton@gmail.com


Church Staff 
 

 

Griff Jones, Interim Senior Pastor 

Jose Rodriguez, Associate Pastor 

Lauren Evans, Director of  Children & Youth  

Kristen Wages, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Will Morgan, Spanish Worship Leader 

Michael Webb, Traditional Pianist 

Eleanor Flanagan, Comptroller  

& Administrative Assistant 

Ini Emmah, Fellowship Dinner Chef 

Leah Sanders, Nursery Coordinator 

Marlo McDonald, Nursery Staff 

Melissa Wise, Nursery Staff 
 

1/19 Kayla Burt 

1/26 
Bob & Yvonne Norman 
Valentina Santamaria 

1/27 
Angela Cervantes 
Aylin Tomas 

1/30 Aaron Wise 

  

  

1/3 German Betancourt 

1/5 Lauren Evans 

1/7 Stephanie Rodriguez 

1/14 Pete Wages 

1/16 Rene Aguilar 

1/17 Leah Sanders 

1/18 
Sandy Sheehan 
Hannah Wages 

  

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Reflections on a New Year 

Jean Bennett, Sarah Linda Bryson, Steve Bryson, Harold & Virginia Burrell, Betty Clark, Darlene Dixon 
 Doris Hester, Jodi Holt, J. C. Jones, Bobbie Kemp,  Jo Levy,  Joann Mathews, Nonie Morton,   

Mary Mullennix, Bill & Maude O’Donald, Perry & Cindy Shelfer, Pauline Singleton, Evelyn Smith,  
Karen Smith, John Upchurch 

Pray for One Another 

 
    

2016 has come and gone and January brings thoughts of new beginnings and resolutions.  Some of the most common 
New Year's resolution are losing weight, exercising, getting organized and spending less & saving more.  Most of us have 
made at least one of these resolutions in the past, but did we keep them?  While all of these are worthwhile goals, it is 
possible we are overlooking the most important one of all:  resolving to grow deeper in Christ.  That's a very noble phrase, 
but how do we make that happen?   These are some suggestions for ways to put this goal into action:  
1.  Read your Bible:  It is God's instruction manual for a reason.  Read your Bible every day; make it part of your 
schedule as a priority.  Before you say you don't have time, take an honest look at everything you do on any given day 
and I promise you there are several things that can be left off to make time for Scripture.  Ask yourself how much time you 
spend on social media, watching questionable TV shows or watching YouTube videos.  While there may be nothing wrong 
with doing any of these things, if you find that you are spending more than 30 minutes a day on them but can't fit in any 
time to read your Bible, ask God to help you examine your heart and give you a desire for His Word.  
2.  Study your Bible:  Whether you prefer to study alone or with a group, it is essential to study the Word.   Joshua 1:8 
tells us "This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may 
be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
success."   Psalm 111:2 says "Great are the works of the LORD; They are studied by all who delight in them."   
3.  Pray:  God wants relationship with us. That is truly an extraordinary concept; the Creator of the entire universe, the 
Omnipotent and Holy I AM actually wants to have a relationship with me. I had an epiphany recently during a Priscilla 
Shirer Bible study video when she asked "do you really think that if Jesus willingly came to earth to suffer, be beaten and 
crucified for you, then He wouldn't want to talk to you?"  One of the best ways to be with the Lord is in prayer.  Approach 
prayer as a blessing; a time to be with your Father who loves you and wants good things for you.  Praise Him and thank 
Him for everything in your life.  Spend quiet time with Him, listening for His words for you and in the fullness of His time, 
you will be transformed.   
4.  Outreach to others:  Jesus instructed us to go and make disciples of all nations.  This can be done in hundreds of 
ways.  We are all gifted and skilled in many different areas so that making disciples and spreading the Gospel will become 
a reality and not just a verse.  If you aren't sure of how you can best serve the Lord's instruction in this area, go back and 
practice the first three things in this list and ask God to speak to your heart about how He wants you to serve.   
 

What do you really want for your life in 2017?  What things will be most worthwhile and have long lasting consequences 
that truly matter?  What are you willing to do to make them happen?  God, in His infinite wisdom, will never force Himself 

on you.   He wants relationship with you but only if you ask Him in.  What choice will you make?  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

 

   

2 3 
 
 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

4 

 

KITCHEN CLOSED 
NO KINGS KIDS 

5 6 

FRIDAY NIGHT FIRE 

6:15 SUPPER 

7:00 WORSHIP 

7 

8    "De-Greening" 

 

11:00am THREE KINGS     

             CELEBRATION  

6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm  SPPR Meeting 
               Room 204 

10 

9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 

7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 
 

    Young Lives, Dining, 
    Nursery, Youth Rooms 

11 
     KINGS KIDS RESUMES 
 

Vegetables & 

Cornbread 

12 13 

 

Youth 

Winter Ablaze Retreat 

Begins 

14 

 

15  
1:00pm Witness Mtg/
Prayer Walk - Dining Rm 
2:00pm FPU Classes  
             Room 108 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

16 
 
Youth Return from 
Winter Ablaze 

17 
 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 
 

18 
 

 

Soup & Salad 

19        
 
10:30pm  Martha Pirkle 
Circle   Dining Room 
 
7:00pm Building a Long 
Term Strategy Mtg 
Room 204 

20 21 

22 
 
2:00pm FPU Classes  
             Room 108 
 
6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

23 
5:30pn Brookhaven 
Presby Tutoring  
Castle room 
 
7:00pm  Evangelism Mtg 
              Lilbrary 

24 
 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

25 
 

Loaded Potato Bar 

 Salad 

 

6:45pm  Admin Council 
               FH 

26 27 28 

29   1:00pm  YA Lunch  
       Willy's on Ptree Ind  
 

2:00pm FPU Classes  
              Room 108 
 

6:00pm Adult Bible  
      Study  Room 204 

30 
 
5:30pn Brookhaven 
Presby Tutoring  
Castle room 

31 
 
9:30am  Adult Bible 
Study   Room 204 
 
7:00pm  Prayer - Parlor 

    

  January 2017 Regular Wednesday Activities:        
  6:30pm  King's Kids        6:45pm  Bible Study  Room 108               
  7:00pm  ESL Classes - Room 204 & Library 

Regular Sunday Activities:   9:00am  Traditional Worship - Chapel | 10:00am  Holy Grounds      
10:15am  Small Group Studies | 11:00am  Contemporary Worship Service - Sanctuary        
  3:00pm  Youth  3rd floor        |  11:00am  Latino Worship Service - Chapel 


