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From the Pastor’s Desk

For a couple of weeks now, I
have watched the flowers blooming
and trees budding. I can hear the birds
chirping and the lawn mowers
whirling. That means it will soon be
Resurrection Day! It is easy this time
of year to think about egg hunts and
bunny rabbits, but let’s lay those
things aside and look at the True
meaning of Resurrection Day. Psalms
111:9 tells us, “God has sent
redemption to His people; He has
ordained His covenant forever; Holy
and awesome is His name.”
Resurrection Day means redemption
for us! We even came across the
theme of redemption in our
Wednesday evening study of Exodus.
God did not simply take the Israelites
out of Egypt. He redeemed them to be
His people. He sent Moses to the
Israelites with a promise in Exodus
6:6, “l will also redeem you with an
outstretched arm and with great
judgments.” Scriptures like these give
us the background for Resurrection
Day. Resurrection Day is rooted as
far back as Genesis 3. From the
moment Adam and Eve sinned in the
Garden, God set about providing for
the redemption from that sin.
Resurrection Day is more than
bunnies and eggs.

by Rev. John Freeland

Resurrection Day is a celebration
of Grace. “We have been “justified as
a gift by His grace through the
redemption which is in Christ
Jesus” (Romans 3:24). Several words
should jump out at us in this verse, but
let’s look at just two of them; grace
and redemption. We have no claim to
redemption apart from God’s grace.
We cannot claim that we have earned
our redemption, for that violates the
Biblical meaning of redemption.
Perhaps in society one can redeem
themselves, but in God’s economy the
price of sin is beyond one’s ability to
pay. Redemption by Grace means that
we have redemption because God has
Grace. Now that’s a stimulus package
with which | can agree!

Resurrection Day is a
celebration of Forgiveness. “In Him
we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of
His grace” (Ephesians 1:7). Again,
let’s look at two words from this
verse; blood and forgiveness. Without
the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness (Hebrews 9:22). These
two words are intrinsically linked, and
Ephesians 1:7 is not talking about a
little bit of blood. It is referring to
life’s blood.
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celebration of Purity. Jesus “gave
Himself for us to redeem us from
every lawless deed, and to purify
for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good
deeds” (Titus 2:14). So much
could be written about this verse
alone, but let’s look at just two
words; purify and possession.
The Old Testament understanding
of holiness was to be set apart for

Resurrection Day celebrates this
set-apartness.

Resurrection Day is a
celebration of Adoption. We are
not just set apart from sin. We
are not just His people, like the
people of a kingdom belong to the
king. We are part of His family!
Jesus was sent “so that He might
redeem those who were under the
Law, that we might receive the

it, to do so would require a lifetime
of work and volumes too numerous
to count. We must be sure to
celebrate God’s Grace that sent
Jesus to the cross to redeem us to
be His own holy people, cleansed
by His blood, forgiven of our sin,
and adopted as joint heirs with

Jesus. Celebrate.

Your servant,

Check out Pastor John’s new blog “Straightening Out the Bunny’s Tale”

you’ll find it at www.skylandumc.org/media

David Guthrie & Robert Sterling
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Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 11 - 2pm
"2’ (children ages 3yrs - 6th grade)

T g,
i Ly » b

Missions Night
April 22, 2009

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE ANNUAL BLOCK PARTY
SATURDAY, JUNE 6 - 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Please join us on April 22 at
6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall to hear about Charlie &
Miki Chastain’s ministry in
Russia serving street kids
and disabled orphans

Everyone is invited to join us
on Friday, April 10 at 7:00 p.m.
in the sanctuary as we reflect
on the redemption offered to

us on the Cross of our Lord.

The United Methodist Women are having a Flea Market and Bake Sale on
Saturday, May 2 - 9:00 am. - 2 p.m.
Prior to the sale, donations can be left on the stage in the Fellowship Hall
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