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full of jelly).  Now, I know what you 

are thinking; this is going to be 

another article berating the 

commercialism of Christmas.  

Read on and be surprised. 

 

I love Christmas decorations, so 

I’m all the happier that stores are 

decorating even earlier.  Priscilla 

the Pink Pig has been up at 

Macy’s at Lenox for about a 

month now.  You gotta love a ride 

on a pig train for $3 that supports 

Children’s Healthcare.  Is it 

secular?  Sure.  I’m not sure what 

a pig has to do with the birth of 

Jesus, but so what.  Maybe there 

was one in the manger - not likely, 

Mary and Joseph were Jewish.   
 

Merchants are dropping prices to 

make the most of the giving spirit 

this Christmas.  That’s OK by me, 

I like paying less for the gifts I 

want to give (or keep).  Santa is 

fat and jolly at the malls, and he is 

ready to hear your Christmas 

wishes.  His beard and teeth are 

bleached white, ready for a Kodak 

moment.  That’s OK with me too 

since the fat red guy kind of 

represents the spirit of giving. 

                    

                   Continued on next page 

Merry Christmas!  The beginning 

of November Linda, Katie, 

Meredith, and I went to the Fox 

Theater to see Irvin Berlin’s White 

Christmas.  If you want my 

opinion; White Christmas is the 

best Christmas movie/show ever.  

It is the first Christmas movie we 

watch every year as a family - and 

- the song White Christmas is the 

best secular Christmas song ever!  

That’s funny when I think about it 

“the best secular Christmas song.”  

How does that even make sense.  

Aren’t the two mutually exclusive?  

Certainly Macy’s and Gimbels 

would not agree with that 

statement (see Miracle on 34th 

Street, 20th Century Fox 1947). 

 

We are constantly reminded that 

Christmas can be a secular 

holiday.  Phipps Plaza decorated 

for Christmas in October, and 

many others put up Christmas 

d e c o r a t i o n s  we l l  b e f o r e 

Thanksgiving.  I even saw Santa 

Claus walking around in my 

neighborhood -no wait, that was 

my neighbor around the corner, 

but he does look a lot like Santa 

with a white beard and a round 

belly (he wasn’t laughing, so I 

don’t know if it shook like a bowl 
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The store clerks are instructed 

to greet their customers with a 

hearty “Happy Holidays!”  

Does that make me angry?  

No.  It just gives me an 

opportunity to mess with them.  

To “Happy Holidays!” I figure I 

can reply, “Bah Humbug!” or I 

can say, “Merry Christmas!”  I 

prefer the later.  I like to delay 

walking away from the cash 

register to see if they will 

respond in like kind.  Some 

times they just look at me like 

I’m stupid, and even that is 

OK. 

 

I’m not sure how Georgia 

Power feels about it, but I love 

Christmas lights.  We like to 

ride around and look at the 

lights (I’m sure QT and BP like 

it too).  I like to see Santa and 

his reindeer on at rooftop or 

even on a lawn, but am 

especially thrilled when we 

spot a manager scene.  So, 

even i f  Chr is tmas is 

commercial and secular in so 

many ways, it is a good thing.  

How can Christians complain 

when the whole world is 

thinking about Jesus.  Sure, 

many of them just don’t get it, 

but they still know that 

Christmas is ultimately about 

Jesus. 

 

We can pick Christmas apart, or 

we can celebrate it.  We can 

point out all the things that are 

w r o n g  a b o u t  “ s e c u l a r 

Christmas,” or we can be 

thankful that for a few weeks out 

of the year, Jesus is in their 

face!  So, from one Christ lover 

to another - Merry Christmas! 

and “may all your Christmases 

be white!” 

 

Your servant, 
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The holiday season is a time to give back to those who have given so much to our church.  

Our staff at Skyland is committed to the Lord and this church and we have seen the fruit of 

that commitment in many, many ways.  As we enter the time of Advent, please consider a 

donation toward bonuses for our wonderful and hard working staff at Skyland.  Please make 

checks payable to Skyland UMC and designate for “staff bonuses”. Thank you for your 

generosity! - SPPR Committee  

 

 

 

The Latino Outreach Ministry is sponsoring a trip to see a 

living Nativity presentation (offered in Spanish) on 

Saturday, December 11 in Norcross. This is a very 

elaborate production, including a reconstruction of an 

entire town, live animals, and a cast of dozens.  The van 

will leave the Skyland parking lot at 4:30pm.  Please 

contact Sheila de la Cruz at (404) 354-4299 if you would 

like to share in this very special outing and experience the 

true spirit of Christmas en español. 

 

The Chancel Choir will present 

“Celebrate the Gift”, a Christmas 

Musical by Camp Kirkland on 

December 12th during the 10:00am 

worship service.  With a blend of 

Christmas favorites, time-honored carols 

and some newer songs of the season, this 

cantata gives thanks to God for his 

indescribable gift, Jesus Christ. 

Designated Funds                                      

Flowers 25.00 

Good Samaritan 58.00 

Missions 229.52 

Wesley Walk 180.00 

Youth Ministry 1,571.00 

Sky Camp 200.00 

Property Maintenance 3.70 

Window - Hester Memorial 25.00 

Choir 10.00 

Toy Drive 150.00 

Postage 10.00 

Apportionments 2,500.00 

Library Freeland Memorial 25.00 

Stage Renovation 528.00 
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Weekly Attendance 

Date Small Groups 10:00 Service 11:00 Service 

10/24 71 53 60 

10/31 63 53 51 

11/7 77 52 65 

11/14 64 43 58 

 Offerings 

Date Mile of Pennies General Funds Designated Funds 

10/24 10.20 2,820.00 594.52 

10/31 6.00 4,350.00 621.00 

11/7 15.70 6,922.74 4,299.70 

11/14 6.50 5,213.90   No designated funds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 12  

Christmas Cantata - 10:00am 

Children’s Play - 6:15pm 
 

Friday, December 24 

Candlelight Service - 6:00pm 
 

Friday, January 7, 2011 

Light Supper - 6:15pm 

Friday Night Fire - 7:00pm 

 

 

12/4 10:00am Fellowship Class (Cathy Wages’ Home) 

12/9 11:45am Sky Angels  (Dining Area & FH) 

12/11 6:00pm 

7:00pm 

Walter Murphy Class (Fellowship Hall) 

Young Adults (Matt Hurd’s Home) 

12/13 6:00pm UMW Parlor Pals (Chin Chin) 

12/14 1:00pm Friendship Class (O’ Charley’s) 

12/19 4:00pm Youth (Youth Room) 

Christmas Dinner 

Please join us after the Children’s Play on December 12  to enjoy 

a free Christmas dinner together with all our friends and 

neighbors.  The menu will include ham, sweet potatoes, corn, 

fruit salad, rolls, and Mexican-style hot Christmas punch. 

Delicious desserts will be provided by the Walter Murphy 

class.  After dinner we will all share in the toy giveaway! 

Please note that there will be NO organized 

prayer walks in December or January.  Instead, 
please join us for community prayer in the chapel 

every Tuesday evening at 7:00pm 


