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Recently I was asked this question 

concerning ministry and the parable 

of the talents in Matthew 25: “In 

times of ministry when the Holy 

Spirit is really moving, we are not 

doing anything but letting Him work 

through us.  When we are called 

before the Judgment Seat of God, 

how does He determine our reward 

in heaven?”  The question continued 

with the parable of the talents where 

the master gave talents to the 

servants then left.  When he returned 

he expected the servants to have 

turned a profit with the talents.  So, 

if God is working through us, what 

work are we doing?  Here is my 

response. 
 

I like to compare our service to our 

King to that of a musical 

instrument.  When a great pianist 

plays a concert the people present 

might admire the piano, but they 

most certainly recognize that the 

music came from the pianist 

himself.  Without him, the piano can 

only sit there and look pretty.  In the 

case of a Bosendorfer, the world's 

finest piano, everyone knows that it 

will sound beautiful only when it is 

played by an expert.  My prayer is 

that God will play me, and that 

everyone will know that it is He 

who is the Maestro. 

 

So, if we are the instrument what do 

we do?  For what do we get credit 

concerning our eternal rewards?  We 

get credit for two things: willingness 

and responsiveness.  But before we 

get to these, what of judgment as we 

stand before the throne of God?  

You will not be judged for your bad 

deeds.  Those have been removed by 

the blood.  So all that can be asked 

is “Did you sin?”  Yes, but you are 

justified by the blood.  Therefore 

don’t worry about your past bad 

deeds if you are saved by the grace 

of God and washed clean by the 

blood of Jesus. 
 

The first is willingness.  You must 

answer the question, “Are you 

willing to be played by the 

Maestro?”  It may be that at times 

you are and at times you are not. 

This is true of all of us.  If we are 

not willing, then we cannot be 

played.  If we are not willing, the 

Holy Spirit will not work through 

us.   
 

Consider a guitar that is autographed 

by Jimi Hendrix, Van Halen, Chet 

Atkins, or some other famous 

guitarist.  It would look pretty in a 

display case.  But in that display 

case its true value is lost. 
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It is no longer valuable as a musical 

instrument.  Its only value is as a collector’s 

item.  We must decide if we are going to be a 

collector’s item or a spiritual instrument. 
 

The second is responsiveness.  It is one thing to 

be willing, but if you do not respond when the 

time comes to respond then there is no 

music.  We must respond when the Spirit urges 

us. 
 

Regarding the parable of the talents, those 

rewarded did something with what was given 

them.  Consider spiritual gifts.  Revelation gifts 

for example.  To discern someone is one 

thing.  We discern, then we ask God what to do 

with the information that discernment brought 

us.  Responsiveness requires that when God 

says go pray right now, we go pray right 

then.  I did this in Guatemala during the 

worship time and two sisters were delivered 

from demons.  Had I not moved, then nothing 

would have happened and they would still be 

in bondage.  Consider prophecy.  If God gives 

you a word of prophesy but you don't deliver it 

He will choose another to give that word. 
 

So, "God works through us" does not preclude 

action on our part.  We do the work just like a 

guitar does the work.  The guitarist strums and 

the strings vibrate, the body resonates, and the 

audience enjoys the sound.  

 

So, the guitar has something to do with it, only 

it is not the main thing.  Imagine the expert 

guitarist getting up on stage without a guitar 

and strumming and cording for all he is 

worth.  There's no sound so no one knows if he 

is any good or not.  I could do as well as he in 

that situation.  But when we are willing and 

responsive and open our mouth, lay hands and 

pray, give a loaf of bread or a dollar bill, etc., 

then people can see the Maestro, and that is 

worthy of a heavenly reward. 
 

In the parable, the ones who did something 

with the talents of their master were given 

more responsibility (and therefore more 

reward).  In Luke 19, Jesus told a very similar 

parable in which the master gave cities as a 

reward.  The ones who receive “cities” in 

heaven will be the ones who, on earth, were 

willing and responsive.  It will not necessarily 

be the ones with the biggest churches or the 

ones who raised the most money.  It just might 

be the UMC pastor with an intercity church.  It 

just might be the person who talks about Jesus 

while he fixes appliances, or sells insurance, or 

mediates their legal case.  It is the one who is 

willing and responsive and therefore seizes 

God-given opportunities. 
 

I’m looking forward to my heavenly rewards.  

How about you? 
 

Your servant, 
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     






 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











   

   

   

   

   



   

   

   

   

   


          

        
    
          




  

        
     
            
         
          
           



♦        


     




♦ 
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